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Thrice happy minds that feel the power of friendfliip 4 
Qft do the Mufes on a beauteous eve» 
The iky ferene, and drowfy nature hufh^d, 
Vouchfafe celeftial founds to friendly eai*$. 
And raiie their kindred minds with fuch 
Warm fancy, and ethereal forms 
As *(cape the vulgar intellectual eye. 
Why need I launch into the praife of friendihip ! 
Friendfhip, that beft fupport of wretched man ! 
Which gives us, when our life is painful to us^ 
A fweet exiftence in another's being I 
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E have feen in Ihe life <5f Petrarch, that 
hvs forrovys feldom came fingle. His eyes were 
ftill wet with te^rs for the death of Laura, when 
(the 3d of July 1348) he loft Cardinal Colonna, 
the man who had been fo many years his friend 
and proteSor. Petrarch feems to think he was 
deftroyed hy grief, brought on by the difafters in 
his family. By fome it was faid i\t died of the 
jplague. He: loft in the fpace of five years, his 
mother, and ,fi5c of his brothers. Some time be- 
fore the tragical death of his brother Etienne, he 
had a converfation with Petrarch, in which he de- 
plored the loffes he had fuftaifted. ** Your father 
prediaed them," faid Petrarch. The Cardir * 
demanded an account of this prcdidion. Petra. 
Was unwilling to comply with his re(}ueft ; but 
the Cardinal infifted. Struck with what he heard, 
** Alas 1 fays he, I fear my father, will prove too 
good a prophet." This venerable old maa w^.^ 
Vol. IL B "^^"^ 
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'"\r f^ aUt«,Sirf* had attained all 

hundred years. Petrarch wrote him a letter^oT 
condolence, as follows ! 

-^ .:^^^yoRa;u^ATE old man! What crime 
ha^lU'ou committed ? flow have you merited the 
^^punimmen!* of a tedious life ? You refemble Me- 
tellus m your country, birth, riches, figure, and 
pther qualities bf mind and body, in an illuftrious 
and fruitful wife, in the confular dignity, in the 
command of the Roman armies, in vidlories, and 
triumphs ; in fine, in a great age and a fortune 
fuftained to ^He end : ' for the diftreffes you have 
undergone, ferve only to raife your glory. But 
Metellus had no brother ; you had five, more 
famed for their virtue than for their birth. He 
Jiad four fons, who exercifed tlie offices of Cen- 
sors, Prieft.s, and Confuls, and enjoyed the ho- 
nours of triumph : you had feyen fons, one a Car- 
^dinai, another who would haVc' borne a higher 
j-ank had he lived to receive it, thi'ee Bifhops, and 
two Generals, who, to fay all . in one word, 
Jiave . almoft equalled their father's reputation ; 
and fix daughters, worthy of the greateft praife. 
From this numerous and flourifhing family, there 
has arifen a^ multitude .of children ' and grand- 
children, wbkh caufe yoii to rt^femble the patri- 
archs of old. Wherever the Roman name is 
Jcnown, you pafs* for the happieft of men : but, 
as Solon faid to the king of "Lydia, ' No man ca^ 
be called happy hefore death. The alhes and 
tlie iomb are the only faithful witndTes of the 
happinefs of life.^ You would have 1)ecn the 
greateft example of human felicity, if the end of 
Of'our life had anfwered the courfe of it. A long 
J;ie is like a voyage of a few days. The heavens 
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alter, the wind changes, the rudder mud be turned^ 
and the fails folded up. Human life, like the 
fea, is expofed to frequent hurricanes, and the 
evening of the brighteft day is often obfcured and 
tempeftuous. The wife ought to fay of the world, 
as Palinurus that famous pilot in Virgil did of the 
fea, " Shall I confide in that monfter f " 

** You alone bear the weight of your lofles, 
and you prove your fortitude and courage. Your 
beloved wife was happy as the wife of Evander, 
in that death fpared her the grief to behold her 
children perifli. And as you refembled Metellus 
in the beginning, fo you may compare yourfelf to 
Priam in the end of life. The former was bu- 
ried by his children, the latter lived to bury his 
whole family. The inconftancy . of fortune i* 
fuch, that we know not what we ought to fear or 
to hope. Shall I advife you to hope, or to def- 
pair ? I will do neither : there would be too nfach 
prefumption in the one, and too much weaknejb 
in the other. You cannot hope for more children. 
When old age is the feafop of marriage, it is as 
unnatural as harveft in winter. You need not- 
defpair on this account ; for have yotf not your-» 
felf ? What pofleffion is toore delightful than the 
enjoyment of a man's own foul ? There have been 
fathers who have had a hundred children : Hero- 
times king of Arabia had that iiutnber. But rare 
as is fuch an inftance, it is .Hill more fo to findi 
men who enjoy themfelvcs. You have loft the 
converfation of your children ; converfe with yojir-* 
felf. In a life long and glorious as yours, how 
maoy ithings may . you. recall,- honouraWe and 
agreeable to reflexion ! You forefaw «lII:\^'^\. Vas^ 
hippened to 70U. RecoUefit iVv^ ccxvn^i^^xyq'cv^^ 
B z ^'^^ 
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had together at Romer I have before my eyes 
that antient monument on which we leaned as we 
converfed on this fubjefl:- Tears are due to na- 
ture, but time fhould dry them up. Collefl all 
the ftrength of your foul, and fuftain with courage 
this lail aflault of fortune. She triumphs more 
frequently by terror than by ftrength. You have 
loft the pleafures you enjoyed, but in their ftead 
you have gained a real happinefs. You have 
learned to diftinguifti the felicities of nature from 
the chimeras of the world ; to difcover truth in 
the midft of the fliades that furround it ; to be 
convinced that the advantages of life were not 
your own ; and to defpife the empire of a blind 
goddefs, the idol of vulgar minds. The more you 
have loft, the lefs you have to lofe hereafter : you 
came naked into this world, and naked ftiall you 
go out of it.'* 

PETRARCH, exhaufted by grief, addrefles 
himfelf to death in thefe lines : 

*^ Thou haft taken from me the two treafurcs 
who were my joy and my confidence : that ftately 
column which ferved me for fupport, and that 
green iaiurel under whofe ftiade my weary foul re- 
pofed! Nothiftgcan reftore to me what I have 
loft. What remains for me but to bemoan all my 
future days fuch irreparable lofles ? Our life is 
like the fliadow of the fun paffing over the plain. 
We lofe iii a monient what we have been years in 
acquiring." 

' SoaH after thii letter of Petrarch's, old Eti- 
enne Colonna funk under the weight of age, and 

• of 
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of grief for the total extinSlon of his llluftrious 
family. 

The death of the Cardinal was extremely felt 
at Avignon, where it left a great void, his houf'c 
being the rendezvous of men of letters and of ge- 
nius. Thofe Italians who compofed his court 
could not fupport Avignon after they had loft their 
Mecaenas. They difperfed. Three of ihefc were 
the particular friends of Petrarch ; Socrates, Luke 
Chriftian, and Mainard Accuife. Socrates was 
extremely embarafled by the death of the Cardi- 
nal : he felt it was impoflible to live further from 
his dear Petrarch, and yet he could not determine 
to quit France for Italy: he wrote, without 
ceafing, the moft prefiing letters to Petrarch, to 
return and fettle in France. 

Luke Christiak was of a noble family at 
Rome. He had a benefice at Plaifance, and Pe- 
trarch had given him the Canon(hip of Modena. 
He was a good companion, and had a very culti* 
vated underftanding. Mainard Accuife was def- 
cended from the great Civilian of Florence, 
whom they ftyled the idol of the law. He was 
Abbe of St. Antoine de Plaifance: an illiterate 
man, but of a moft amiable, candid, and generous 
temper ; and poffeffed of all thofe kind and gentle 
qualiiies which contribute to the comfort of life. 
He determined with Luke to go to Italy to Pe- 
trarch, and fettle with him the life they ftiould 
lead, and the place in which they ftiould fix their 
refidence. They fet out from Avignon in March 
1 349, and arrived at Parma in April •, but they 
did not find their friend, he was ^<ciTv^ ^ ^^^'^'r, 
journej to Padua and Verona. li\iVR wcv^ '^'*^'^' 
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nard paffed a day in his houfe, to reft themfelves ;. 
and when they went away, left a letter in his li- 
brary, wherein they told him they had taken the 
route of the Alps to come and fee him at Parraa^ 
that they were going to make a tour through 
Italy to fettle their affairs, and would then return 
and concert with him the means of living toge- 
ther. They begged him not to yield to the foli- 
citations of Socrates, who wanted above all thing8> 
to bring him back to Vauclufe. 

When Petrarch returned to Parma, what waa 
his concern to find the lofs he had fuftained I He 
wrote to his friends, to teftify his regret i 

** Yoii appear anxious left Socrates fcouIJ en- 
gage me to return to Vauclufe. Moved by the 
repeated folicitations of this dear friend, it is true 
I did give him hopes of k, if whiat 1 propofed 
fucceeded.: that is, had I gained an eftablifhment 
which fhould furnifti me with a juft pretext to re- 
main there, and procure me at the fame time the 
means of living with my friends,, and receiving 
conveniently all thofe perfons who are ufed to vifit 
me. But when I wrote with this view, our maf- 
ter was alive. You was at Avignon with Luke, 
Leiius, and the fmall number of friends death had 
yet left me , thefe were fo many lovers who drew 
rac thither. Since that time, the face of things 
has changed : our mafter is dead 5 you are all 
difperfed, and poor Socrates remains alone in that 
city ; he is attached to it by the force of habit. 
I doubt not, he wiihes to be with us, and to fee 
me above all ; but how can he have the courage 
to propofe our coming into a country where the 
bond of union .is broken, and we fliould be as 



B.IV. PETRARCH: 7 

ftrangers without fupport, and without habitation ? 
If we were like thofe happy fouls difengaged froni 
the ties of the body, who inhabit the Elyfian 
fields, who require only ftiady woods, beds of 
grafs, or the banks of a river, and meadows wa- 
tered by dreams; Vauclufe would furnifh us. 
But fomething more is neceflary for thofe fouls 
who drag their bodies along with them. The 
vulgar think that poets and phil9rophers are made 
of ftone : but they deceive themfelves in this, as 
in many other things ; they are really made of 
fle(h. Vauclufe ' would produce to us, as it did 
formerly, agreeable amufements when we are fa- 
tigued with our^ refidence in .the igity : t but it is not 
the place for a continif^d fe(tlement.; .It is charm^ 
ing in funamer ; no oi>e has proved this morefep-! 
Ably than myfelf,.,ui a. refideiice of ten years. 
And, not to incur the cenfure of vanity, I will add, 
it ought not to repent, it had me for its gued. l\ 
have improved it the beft I could, and it is known 
to many by my^ yerfef rather thaj^ by* its own f^roe; 
From my tender youtb.I loved that fountains ^"^ 
it was afterwaj[ds .tbjB; pqrt ip whicli'Tf took reCiige,. 
Alas I I knew not .yr)iat l^id I ; I broqghf ..with; me 
there the cares thatxonfamed ipe^; I filled thofe 
beautiful yallies watered by the Sorgia with my 
cries and my tears, which refounded every where. 
Thefe rcmenabrances endear that folitude : but-, 
alas I they embitter it too 1", 

" The beauties of V;auclufe I ftill admire.^ 
But can they be paralleled with thofe, pure foun- 
tains, thofe majeftic rivers, thofe. v aft. -lakes filled, 
with fifti ; in fine, with thofe twofeas which cm-, 
brace Italy on every fide? not to fpeak of the- 
other advantages of ,my coviTvUy \ ,iio^^ ^^ <^w^ 
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wit> genius, and manners of its inhabitants. I 
know all this ; and yet my friendftiip for you will 
not permit me to hide it,I (igh in renouncing Vau- 
clufe, and feel myfelf ftill irrefiftibly impelled to- 
wards it. Our youth is paffed : illufions are no 
longer to be indulged. What hinders us from 
gliding on the few days that remain in peace and 
ftudy ? We have loft the beft of matters ; and be- 
ing at liberty, why (hould we not enjoy it ? From 
the great we may hope good will, but among them 
we cannot flatter ourfelves with uniting in true fo- 
ciety. Vanity, and that difparity of fortune 
which is the bane of friendfliip, prevents it. Fear- 
ing always to dcbaie themfelves,- they will be 
adored rather than loved: Onr maftcr lived with 
us as his friends, and his fftrvice" had nothing 
humbling or grievous : birt we ate now entirely 
free. We arc not princes of the earth, or of the 
Tea, as Ariftotle fays: but is this neceflary to be 
happy ? Have we not ai much as thofe moderate 
fpirits need, Who regulate theirdefires by the wants 
of natfare ? Stippofe we wire to join our Httle for- 
tunes j we;^oold live in' abundance, and have 
much m6rc tb'fcar ifrom civy than poverty. Why 
do we hefitate to do this ? Why are we feparated 
one from the other by rivers, feas, and mountains ? 
Why do not perfons fo ftriSly united by friend- 
fhip, Who have biit one heart and one foul, live 
alfo under the fame roof ?- For my part, I have 
long fixed a term to my defires ; and I fear not the 
reproach of my heir. I live for myfelf, and riot 
for him with whofe difpofition and charafter I am 
not yet acquainted. What greater happinefs can 
we propofe, than to pafs our life with proved and 
united friends, \vith whohi we think aloud ; and 
who have but one will, one foul ? Can any thing 

Vie. 



B. IV. PETRARCH. 9 

be more agreeable than faces always ferene, minds 
always agreed, hearts always open ; converfations 
where truth reigns without confirainc, referve or 
preparation ? This manner of life is the objeft of 
all my defires ; if I can obtain it, I (hall have no 
caufe for envy. 

^^ My houfe is not large, but it will accommo- 
date fuch friends ; and if our fociety (hould in- 
creafe, I have a larger in the city, to which we 
may repair. My domeftic, who appears a world 
to me who love to be alone, is at prefent the only 
perfon who refides there. We have in the neigh- 
bourhood fiologna, where in the ftudy of the law 
we paired the moil delightful years of youth. 
With what pleafurc fcall we reviiit the places we 
occupied in the days of innocence and illufion ! 
But I mean not to prefcribe to you. If you like 
Plaifancc, where your abby isfituated, I will fol- 
low you there : or to the Milanefe, full of lakes 
and rivers, and furrounded by the Alps, which 
hang over thefe lakes, and are covered with fnow 
even in the midft of fummer : or to Genoa, where 
we (hall have the Appennine over our heads, the 
Tea at our feet, and the Tritons dancing before 
us ;• where our ears will be faluted with the voice 
of Neptune, the founds of the Nereides, and the 
daihing of the waves againft the rocks. When 
we (hall be weary of >his fpot, Padua prefents a 
tranquil and charming fituation. What a felicity 
will it be to live with James de Corraiie^ the 
moft agreeable of men ! . Virtue is always atniable : 
but it is (lill more (b in this age. Its yarity aug- 
ments its value. We (hall then be near Venice, 
which appears to me, who have fetxv >N\^ ^tv^^ 
cities in Europe, the wonder o{ \V\trcviv\- K^^^^^ 
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Dondolo, the prefent Doge, is more illuftrious 
for his wifdom than his birth. Torvife is near this 
city; it is ^ town furrounded with rivers and foun- 
tains, the centre of joy and pleafure. They fay^. 
that famenefs is the mother of difquiet ; variety 
ihali then be the cure. Let us unite without lob 
of time. Come here, if that fuits you ; if not„ 
choofe a place where we may live and die in 
•tranquillity. I am ready to follow you every 
where, even to a barbarous clime if yoii makje 
choice of it : I will renounce my own inclination, 
to adopt yours :: I (hall be at caie any where, if. I^ 
am but in your fociety." 

Petrarch, defirous of an early anfwer, fought: 
among his fervants a meffenger whom he couldv 
bed fpare for this journey, and fixed upon his. 
cook ; adding the following 1 ines. : : 

** The' moft vuljgar peafant is qualified for. 
my kitchen. I prefer the moft fimple meats pre- 
pared without art or labour. I think with Epi- 
curus that no cheer is more delicious than the 

. fruits and herbs of my garden. I always approved 
a tafte conformable to nature. Not that I diflike 
a good repaft now and then ; but it ihould come 
very rarely. Among the Romans, before the 
conqueft of Afia,. the cook was the vileft of (laves : 
would to God they had never conquered that part 
of the world, which has fubdued them by its foft- 
nefs and luxury I Be fo good to communicate this 

• letter to our. friends ; and if you find an opportu- 
nity,, fend it; to Socrates at Avignon.'* 

In June 1349, while Petrarch was Revolving 
in his mind the happieft idea of this future union 
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with his friends^ his cook came back in the midft * 
of a heavy ftorm. Petrarch^ not expeding him 
fo fooDx ahd knowing by his air that he brought 
bad news, was feized with confternation. .He was 
writing, and the pen- fell from his han^L " What 
is the matter ? What news do you bring me ?'' 
faid he in hade. ** Alas I very bad/' replied the 
fervant wich a voice interrupted by his fobs. 
" Your two friends fell into the hands of thieves, 
on the top of Mount Appennine. O God I what 
a fad accident ( Mainard, who had flopped for 
fomething, they fur rounded and muhlered.- Luke, . 
licaring his cries, galloped back to him fword in ' 
hand : he alone fought ten of them ; but at laft 
he received (b many wounds, that he fell almoft 
dead to the earth. The thieves fled with their 
prey. Some peafants, drawn thither by the noife, 
would in&llibly .have taken them, if fome gentle- 
men ^^ unworthy to be cMti W^bid not flopped 
their.puftfuit, and adilMtted the thieyes. into their 
caflles. Luke was*feen with fword in hand among, 
the rocks, but na one knows what is- become of 
hrm." The condition of . Petrarch, when he 
heaid tbefe dreadful tidings, capHot be defcribed : 
he fent couriers immediately to Plaifance^ Flo-* 
rence, and. Rome, to. fee if they could Jiear .any 
thing; of Luke* . . 

These thieves and banditti were villains and i 
profcribed per/ons from Florence, who had forti- 
fied themfelves in remote and inacceffible places, . 
from whence they ilTued forth and committed the 
moft horrid murders. They were baciced by the 
Ubaldini, a very antient and powerful houfe in 
Tufcany, who had feveral im^tt^tv2!oV^lo\\x'^S^^'5.\ev ^ 
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the Appcnnine, near the city of Mugella, of which 
they were lords. Thefe were the gentlemen uii-. 
worthy of being called fo, fpoken of by Petrarch's 
cook. They gav^ an afylum to thefe banditti in 
their caftles, favoured their condud» and divided 
with them the fpoiL > Villani, the hiftorian of this 
age, from whom this account is taken, adds, that 
** thefe thieves having learned that Mainard of 
Florence was returning from Avignon with two 
thoufand florins cf gold, they lay in wait for him> 
killed and rifled him in the county of Florence.'! 
Petrarch thought it his duty to write to thofe who 
governed the city of Florence, to engage them to 
purfue the villains into their entrenchments, and 
enfure the fafety of the highways. After a com- 
pliment to the republic, he fays : 

** I HAVE juft reeeivednews which is grief to 
my foul. Mainard Accuife, one of your beft ci- 
tizens, and my dear friend, returning from the 
court of Avignon, and going to Florence, was 
afTaflinated near the gates of the city, in the bo^ 
fom of his country, and, fo to fpeak, in the 
face of his friends. This unfortunate man, after 
having traverfed the earth, and fuffered much in 
his youth, was coming to pafs -in tranquillity the 
remains of a laborious and agitated life ; and he 
flattered himfelf with a quiet death and burial in 
that land where he received his birth. Barbarous 
men, or rather favage beafts, have envied him 
this confolatipn. O times I O manners 1 Who 
could have believed that this gentle and good 
man, after having travelled without accident 
through the midft of thofe cruel nations who in- 
habit the borders of the Rhone, traverfed the de- 
farts 
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farts of Provence, the mod defolate and depraved 
country in the world; after pafCng the night 
among the Alps, where are whole armies of ban- 
ditti ; fhould be facrificed in open day at the very 
gates of Florence ? Gold in antient times, but 
blood now, is the objeft of thefe wretches. What 
elfe could induce them to plunge their fwords into 
the bread of an innocent man, dripped and dif- 
armed, who could never have revenged their rob* 
bery ? For what have they to fear in thofe im- 
pregnable fortreffes which ferve them for caverns^ 
and afylums, form whence they brave Florence 
and Heaven itfelf?" 

" Justice is the bafis of all grandeur and 
profperity. Affaffins threaten you to the face, 
who dared not conceive mifchief in the time of 
your fathers. If you leave fuch a6tions unpu- 
niflied, there is an end of your glory and of your 
republic. Its foundation overthrown, it mud fink. 
But I feel that your judice will not tarry ; it will 
overtake them. You are didrefled 'tis true, by 
thefe banditti : but true virtue comes as pure out 
of adverfity, as gold out of the crucible ; and 
your courage will increafe in proportion to your 
difficulties. But what will relieve my grief ? The 
mod eloquent words I can uie, even the Jyrc of 
Orpheus itfelf, cannot redore to me the friend I 
have lod. I do not propofe it to you to raife him 
from the dead, but to preferve his honour from 
burial ; and, which is a mod important obje^ to 
free the Appennine from banditti, which is the 
general road to Rome. Thefe mountains ' have 
been always deep and rugged, but formerly they 
were traverfed with the greateft. fec\yt\Vj * ^\iX'^ 
thofe that ftould be the guatAW^>o^^wcsR \^^ '^^^^ 
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bers, and inftead of faithful dogs watching from 
their caftles to proteS, become wolves to deftroy v 
terror will fpread over the iwind, the Appennine* 
will become defert, and more uninhabitable than[> 
Atlsls or Caucafus. Illfiftrious citizens I prevent^ 
this difgrace. Thofe that would pull up a tree 
begin at the roots; in like manner thofe who' 
would exterminate thieves muft feek them in their 
fecret retreats. Have the goodnefs alfo to feek out 
the other friend of whofe fate I am uncertain; 
But I dread the worft. God maintain ibt happi^ 
nefs of your republic* 

This letter had the fuccefs it deferved.*' The 
Florentines fent an^army againft the Ubaldini, and ' 
toobiff lefs thaft two months a great many of their 
cables, and made great havock in their eftates* 
The body of Mainard-wa» found,.' and buried with ^ 
honour: a- poor^ confolation: for Petrarch! He 
fought newfl of Ltike from every one he met with^ . 
and trembled at each noife around him. "He had 
loft all hope, when a Milanefe merchant of his ac-« 
quaintance called on himy faying, ^' I was told 
you were here^ and would not pafs without paying 
my refpeSs to you;" " You arc very polite. Sir, . 
may I enquire the road you came ?" ** From Flo^ 
rence, replied the merchant,. Wet out from thence 
four days ago." " Good Heaven ! faid Petrarch, . 
which then was your route ?" " Not the high 
road, replied the merchant^ I was warned-^againft 
that. I took a by-path through the woods. You 
know without doubt the accident that has happened 
to . a citizen of Florence ; the \yhole city is in 
arms, to revenge his death. . The army is already 
encamped on the Appennine.'' ** I know it, faid 
Petrarch^ but is it true, that the perfbns who ac> 
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eompanied this Florentine have periflied with 
him ?" " I only heard fpeak of one perfon who 
fuffered, replied the merchant ; had there been fe- 
¥etai it would have been mentioned : but I can 
affirm nothii^, as I know only the public report." 
This revived the hopes of Petrarch. I« this un- 
certain and aflided ftate of mind, and continually 
bearing of and behol^ng the devaftations made by 
the plague, he wrote the foU^wing letter to hit 
dear Socrates : 

" Have any annals fmce the deflruQion of 
Troy (hewn fuch terror and defolation as we now 
behold ? Lands abandoned^ cities depopulated, fields 
covered with dead bodies ; the whole earth almoft' 
become one vaft defert 1 Afk the hiftorians ; they 
fay nothing. Confult the phyficians ; they ar« 
aftonifhed and confounded. Addfefs the philofo- 
phers; they fhrug up their flioulders, knit their 
brows, and put their finger on their lips. Our 
flreets heaped up with dead bodies, refemble a^. 
ehamel-houfe rather.thana city : and we. are ama<p 
zed when we. re<*enter our houfes to find any thing ' 
remaining that is dear to us* Happy, thrice hap-^ 
py the future age, who will perhaps look upon 
eur calamities as a feries of fable» I In the moft 
bloody war there is fome refource ; and an honour- 
able death is a great confolation. But here we 
have none. And is it. then true, as fome philofo- 
phers have advanced, that God has no.concern for 
what paffcs on the earth ? L«t us caft far from us 
fo fenfelefs an opinion. If he has not, how could * 
the world fubfifl ? Some philofophers have given 
this care to nature. Seneca juftly views fuch as 
ungrateful men^ who would h'vd^ mtvAr.^ -^'Na^^^^^^ 
edmme the benefits of slVve.?>M^iexftB^C^>a^^^> ^^^ 



\s^ 



i6 THELIFEOF 

by an impious fubtUty tempt men to deprive him 
of his juft homage." 

** Yes, great God ! thou cared for us, we 
cannot doubt it : but how impenetrable are thy 
judgments ! If we are punifhed more than others, 
we are no doubt more culpable. Perhaps thou 
wouldft purify us, and render us more deferving 
of thy benefits; but how little do we know! 
There may be other caufes of evil, to which our 
weak intelligence cannot arrive." 

'* Alas I my dear Socrates, we have outlived 
pur friends, and almoft outlived ourfelves !" 

Petrarch, willing to replace the voids which 
death had made in his heart, attached himfelf to 
PaganrnoBezzozi, a man of fenfe and converfation. 
The circumftances of the times had contributed to 
their immediate union. Diftrefs foftens the heart, 
and ties clofe the bonds of affeftion : the more we 
have loft, the more we are attached to what re- 
mains behind, ** Our fortunes became common, 
faid he. After a fliort trial of his worth, I found 
he merited my confidence, and he proved a fort of 
Socrates in the friendftiip he fhewed me." But 
death envied Petrarch this confolation in his mis- 
fortunes. Paganino was ftruck with the plague : 
but this did not hinder his fupping with his friends. 
After fupper, he difcourfed with Petrarch as ufual. 
He fufFered with amazing fortitude all night the 
moft violent pain, and expired before morning. 

There remained at this time to Petrarch on- 
ly three of his old friends ; Gui Settimo, Lelius, 
and Socrates. Settimo was making his court at 
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Avignon. Lelius was retired to Rome, his native 
city, fome time before the death of Cardinal Co- 
lonna. Petrarch was very uneafy about Socrates ; 
he had written him feveral letters by fafe hands, 
but had received no anfwer. He wrote again, 
with a letter inclofed to his brother Gerard, who 
had made great progrefs in the fpiritual life in 
the feven years he had been among the Carthu- 
flans. 

This month, September, I349> there wa» 
another fcourge which opprefled mankbd. The 
earth was agitated in a violent manner. Thefe 
earthquakes in fome places lafted feveral days, and 
the violence of the (hocks caufed great havock m 
the city of Rome. Petrarch fpeaks thus of it in 
a letter : 

*' I TREMBLE not Only for Rome, but for all 
Italy. My blood freezes when I recall the laft 
words of the prophecy of Balaam : * They fliall 
come from Italy in (hips, they (hall vanquiih the 
Affyrians, and ravage the Hebrews.' This pro- 
phecy has been accompliflied in the fall of the Ro- 
man empire. God fend that thefe earthquakes do 
not foretell the lofs of peace and liberty to our 
land !" 

Petrarch paid a vifit this year to Gonza- 
gua, lord of Mantua, who had invited him fo 
preffingly to refide at his court. Lewis de Gon- 
zagua had aflbciated his three fofts in the govern- 
ment with himfelf, and afligned them employ- 
ments fuited to their genius. Gui, the eldeft, 
Jiberal, magnificent, aiid a lover o? \^\.V^'i^^ ^"^^ 
charged with all that concerns l\\^ \t\X.^^\o\ ^qn^\ti.- 
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ment of the city, and its negociations with ftran^ 
gers. Philipon, a£tlve, unquiet; warlike, had 
the department of war, and was general of the 
army : he had attended the kii^ of Hungary in 
his expedition to Naples to revenge his brother** 
death, and was lately returned from thence. Fid-* 
trin, who loved the «irts, had the direSion of the 
buildings, fortifications, reparations of the high* 
ways, ^-c. Lewis de Gonzagua finking under 
the weight of years, for he was above fourfcore^. 
had refigned the government to his children ; and 
they (hewed in their admirable conduQ: what may 
be accomplifhed in a fmall ftate by three brothers 
firmly united. 

Gui, who was the patron of letters, and had 
long known our poet, gave him a very diftinguUh- 
ed reception. A difpatch being fent to Avignon ^ 
in the letters of the Chancellor, who was the ne- 
gociator, and Petrarch's friend, no mention Wing 
made of him, Gui reproachecl the Chancellor, 
laying, ** You fpeak of our affairi, you tell us 
what pafles at the Roman court ; and you fay no* 
thing of Petrarch,, in whom T am more interefted 
than in them all.'* The Chancellor communicated 
this fentiment to Petrarch, who exprefled his 
acknowledgment by faying, " The power of 
love extends from pole to pole, and binds men by 
invifible ties, however fituation may feparate 
them ; as Auguftus manifefted in his affeSion for 
Virgil the fonof a Mantuan labourer, and Horace 
fon of a freed man, to whom he wrote with the 
mofl afFe^ionate familiarity. If fuch examples 
render it lefs furprifmg that I fhould be fo honoured, 
I feel not lefs fenfibly the glory of being treated- 
like thefe great men, when I fall fo fliort of their 
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merit. One of them faid, * It is not a little mat- 
ter to obtain favour of princes :' for my part, I 
know not how I come to pleafe others, who could 
never pleafe myfelf." 

Petrarch was at Mantua. He went to fee 
that little village famous fA* the birth of Virgil: 
it is only a fmall league from that city. It was 
formerly called Andes : its prefent name is Pietola. 
On this fpot his fancy kindled^ and he wrote the 
following lines to Virgil : 

" Griat Poet I the honour of Rome, the 
fruitful hope of the Mufes ! Tell me where you 
are at prefent. In what part of Avemus are yoa 
enclofed ? Or arc you not rather on ParnaUusj^ 
with ApoUo and the Nine, who enchant you with 
their concerts ? Perhaps you are walking in the 
woods, or in the Elyfian fields, with Homer 
whom you fo much refemble, with Orpheus, and 
the other poets of the firft rank : I except Lucan 
and Lucretius, and all thofe who like them put 
an end to their own lives. I would know the life 
you lead; wherein your dreams differed from truth, 
and where is the ivory door through which yoiv 
caufed JEnezs to pafs on his return from- hell. I 
willingly believe that you inhabit that region of 
heaven allotted to happy fouls." 

** If any mortal fhade is admitted to your ce- 
leflial manfions, mine fhall attend you there, and 
inform you what pafTes in the place dear to you, 
and the fate of your works. Mantua, whofe 
glory you are, has been agitated by the troubles of 
its neighbours. Defended by princes full oC '^«^- 
lour, flie has refufed to come MT\^<t\ ^ ^^-kp^s^ 
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yoke, and will only be governed by her children. 
It is there I write thefe lines, in a folitary place 
near your tomb. I feek with ardor the rocks to 
which you retired, the meadows where you 
walked on the banks of the Mincio, the trees un- 
der which you fought a cooling (hade, the woods 
which were your afylum againft the heat, and the 
green banks where you were feated at the foot of 
your river. All thefe things retrace your image. 
The unfortunate city of Naples, honoured with 
your afties, groans for the lofs of king Robert. 
In one day it was deprived of the felicity of years. 
Enquire not the fate of Rome ; alas ! it is better 
to be ignorant of it. Learn rather the fuccefs of 
your produQions : old Tityrus charms every one 
with the foft founds of his pipe : nothing can be" 
more beautiful than the cultivated fields of your 
Georgics: your ^neid is known through the 
world, it is fung, it is delighted in every where : 
how much are we obliged to Auguftus, who 
faved it from thofe flames to which you had con- 
demned it. 1" 

*' Adieu ! You will be always dear to me. 
Prefent my falutations to Homer and Hefiod." 

There was a great friendfliip between Gui 
and Petrarch. The former loved reading, and 
this confirmed the bond between them. He afked 
Petrarch one day for a foreign book in the vulgar, 
tongue ; he fent him the romance of the Rofe, 
with thefe lines : 

^* I SEND you a little book that France praifes 
to the (kies, and ranks with the firft writings. It 
proves, in my opinion, how much Italy furpaffes 
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all other nations in eloquence^ except the 
Greeks." 

5' A FRENCHMAN relates his dreams; his 
defign is to explain the power of love, the force 
of jealoufy, the tricks of an old woman, and the 
(Iratagems of a lover : be fliews the evils which 
love draws after it, the contrary feelings it meets 
with in its prc^refs ; labour and repofe, grief and 
joy, groans and laughter; and he proves that 
pleafures are rare and mixed with tears. The 
author may well fay he dreams ; one ihould never 
fuppofe him awake. How much more pathetic 
are the epifode of Dido, and the lines of Catullus, 
Horace and Ovid, without fpeaking of other an- 
cient and modem authors who have defcribcd this 
paflioni I fend it however becaufe I have nothing 
better, unlefs all France and even Paris its capital 
are in an error. This poem was begun in the 
thirteenth century by William de Lorris, who 
died before he had finifhed it. John de Meun 
forty years after continued and completed it : it is 
full of fatire on all conditions, of digreifions and 
epifodes, and the women in it are painted in the 
blackefl colours." 

From Mantua Petrarch went to Verona, and 
from thence to Padua, where James de Carrore 
gave him a canonfliip, which he held with his 
arch-deaconry and canonfhip of Parma. There 
came to Padua during his (lay there cardinal Gui 
de Boulogne, the Pope's legate ; he came from 
Hungary whither the Pope had fent him. The 
objeO: of this embafly was the troubles of Na- 
ples occaiioned by the tragic death of prince An- 
drew. Petrarch was much SaN<>ut^^ \>^ ^'^^ ^"^^'^ 
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ceremony. He was glad to find Petrarch at Padua, 
whom he had known at Avignon, and took every 
opportunity of converfing with him. In one of 
thefe meetings he (hewed him a letter he had juft 
received from a prelate in France attached to him^ 
and who was alfo the friend of Petrarch. This 
was Philip de Vitri, celebrated for his French and 
Latin works, and his excellence in church-mufic. 
He was Chaplain to the Pope, and the Cardinal 
of Boulogne, and Archdeacon of Brie in the 
church of SoilTons. He had applied himfelf 
when young to poetry and mufic, which contri- 
buted not a litle to unite him with Petrarch. Philip 
de Vitri was of the opinion which the French, 
particularly the Parilians, were reproached with. 
He looked upon every journey out of France as an 
exile. He wrote in this manner to the Cardinal, 
lamenting his refidence in Hungary and Italy. 
The Cardinal did not refled upon the confe* 
quences, when he gave this letter to Petrarchk 
To call a journey to Italy an e^ile, was like blaf- 
phemy in the eyes of our poet. He took pen in 
hand immediately, and wrote to Vitri as fol* 
lows : 

*^ Why (hould not I dare to tell my dear 
Philip at a diftance, what I (hould certainly fay 
was he prefent ? Nothing is fo free as friendfhip. 
* I do not love my friend, fays Seneca,, if I fear 
to offend him.' My dear friend, I do not know 
you again. I know that what rifes muft fink ; 
that all that are born grow old : but I thought 
minds exempted from the fat^ of tenreftrial ^^odies, 
becaufe being formed of an ethereal fubftance, 
they rife by their own ftrength, or to fpeak better, 
on the wings of nature. If the mind grows oid^ 

it 
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it may then die : old age may be the end of being, 
and the defcent of it to the grave. Alas ! if we 
are thus deprived of the fweet confolation that 
this noble part of us will live for ever, what fliall 
confole us when we become the fubjeds of death ! 
You will guefs what this long preamble leads to. 
We have here Our illuftrious father and common 
mafter. Cardinal Gui de Bologne, Legate of the 
holy See. You blu(h, I fee it ; your confcience 
is not without remorfe. Confefs that you did not 
think I Ihould fee the letter you wrote: if you 
had, you would not have fpoken in a ftyle fo weak 
and unjuft; you would at leaft have refpefted the 
Mufes who live with me, «nd whofe indignation 
you would have felt had the time permitted. What 
is become of that admirable ardor, that dcfire of 
all knowledge which formerly dlftinguifhed you ? 
You would then if poflible have drawn olF from 
nature the veil that covers her. What attempts 
did you not make toward diicoveries in the Nor- 
thern and Eaftem ocean I The earth itfelf was 
then too fmaU for your curiofity. You railed your 
defires even to heaven. The oblique path of the 
iun, the fixed and wandering ftars, nothing efca- 
ped your indefatigable refearches ; not even the 
antipodes of heaven, if antipodes of heaven there 
be," 

** Is it poflible that a man fo eager after know- 
ledge of all kinds, (hould give the name of exile 
•to a journey into Italy, out. of which all would 
be banifhment indeed, if the whole world was not 
the country of every thinking man? Shall I be 
frank with you ? The little bridge of Paris has 

Vol. It C ^-^^ 
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ment of the vulgar, which is always mean and ig- 
norant. Adieu ! take care of yourfelf^ and do 
not forget me. Mark, the phyfician and the coun* 
Iryman of Virgil falutes you." 

Padua, February 14. 

Prtrarch went from Padua to Verona to fee 
bis fon and his friends, from whence he wrote to 
Socrates, and befought him to come to him in Ita- 
ly, and fettle there, in any part of it he (hould 
make choice of; but he could not perfuade him 
to leave Avignon. The few friends he had left 
were feparated from him by neceflity. Barbattis 
was eftabliihed at Sulmone with his wife, and 
could not leave her. Lelius and Settimo were 
both fettled at Rome and Avignon. He had late- 
ly cultivated a friendfhip with two Florentines, 
Francis Rinnuci and John Boccace, of whom we 
ihall foon have occafion to fpeak ; who were both 
To attached to the place of their nativity, that no* 
4hing could draw them from thence. 

Petrarch returned foon after to Padua, to 
wait the arrival of the Cardinal de Boulc^e, who 
came there on his way home. After having dif- 
tributed fpiritual and temporal benefits with the 
greateft beneficence, he took the route of Milan . 
and Genoa to return to Avignon : and he had in 
his train a vafl: number of diftinguifhed perfont 
from .every ft ate in Italy, and received the great- 
eft honours wherever he pafled. 

Petrarch, who was not a courrier, accom- 
panied this prelate froni attachment, and as an 

acknowledgment 
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acknowledgment of the kindnefs he had (hewn 
him. The Cardinal delighted in his converfati- 
on, and bantered him fometimes on his enthuft- 
afm for his country. When they came into the 
territory of Verona, near the lake of Garda, 
ftruck with the beauty of the fpot, they afcendcd 
a little hill, and flopped to view the fine objeds 
around them : the Alps covered with fnow, 
though in the month of Jane ; the lake of Garda, 
fubjed to the ebbing and flowing of the tide as 
the fea ; on every fide, rich hiUs and fertile val- 
iies. ** It mufl be owned, faid the Legate, ad- 
drefling himfelf to Petrarch, that your country is 
finer and richer thaaouFsP A« fhefe words, the 
face of Petrarch brightened with- joy! " But 
you muft agree alfo, added the Cardinal, to mo- 
derate perhaps the violence of his. effufion, that 
ours is more tranquil." '' That is trae> replied 
Petrarch, with that liberty which he always pro- 
fefled, but we can obtain that tranquillity you en- 
joy when we pleafe, whereas it 'does not depend' 
on you td procure thofe beauties of which nature 
has been prodigal to us." The Cardinal fmiled,. 
and continued his route. Petrarchtook leave of 
him here, and returned to Parma. At Mantua, 
which he pafled through, he wrote another letter 
to his dear Socrates, to recommend to him a young 
Abbe whom he became acquainted with among 
the attendants of the Cardinal de Boulogne. He 
defcribes him as a young man of rare therit; whofe 
friendfhip was a treafure he wiihed hihi to partake 
of. 

" Joys of this kind, fays key» ought to be com- 
mon between friends. Go and (t^ Uvm^ ^q>^ ^'^ 
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clt&a^'.zA ftitc : be tu fird cotarTy jiidlge» and 
ftCTtizTj cf the Bitbop, iDd af:crwards fuprcme 
vicar: ar.4! he was prior acd preacber oi^ the 
church cf the holy ApotUes, which had been for^ 
merlj :he ccilegiate church. It appears that be 
was a wife axxl p'tous man, and nioch efteemed 
at Florence. Petrarch eaTe him the name of Si- 
mocldes. 

JoHs D£ Certaldo. Of John Boccace, 
whole family was of Certaldo, a village twcntj 
miles from Florence, was bom at Paris. His mo- 
ther was a young wonoan, with whom hb father 
was fecretly conneSed. He ftudied granunar un- 
der John de Strata, and the canon law under Cino 
de PiOoye. The taile which nature had gttrcn 
him for poetry and the belles lettres, defeated the 
projeds of his father, who defigned him for a ci- 
vilian. It is believed however he was made Doc- 
tor of Laws ; after which, he certainly went for' 
a time into the church. His father fent him on 
fome bufinefs to Naples, where king Robert, who 
foon dlfcovered his talents, received him with 
kindnefs, and loved to difcourfe with him. That 
prince had a daughter, the fruit of the only weak- 
ncfs that his chara3er is reproached with: (he 
was called Mary of Arragon by the hiftorians, 
Boccace fell in love with her, and has celebrated 
her in his works. During his fituation at Naples, 
he heard Petrarch fpoken of in fuch a manner, 
that ii infi'ircd him with a great defire to fee him: 
lie tool: the firft occafion to form this union, and . 
it lailcd till death. They had each the fame taftes 
and the fame averfions, the fame ardent defire of 
knowledge, frankncfs, truth of mind, and tender- 

nefs 
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nefs of heart ; there was a fimilarity alfo in their 
love. We have feen that Petrarch became en- 
chanted with Laura, in the church of St. Clare, 
in the holy week. Boccace alfo faw and loved 
Mary for the firft time in the church of the Cor- 
deliers at Naples. On Eafter-day thefe friends 
confoled Petrarch for his pad lofies. 

About the middle of OQober 1350, Petrarch- 
left Florence, and ftt out for Rome. He gives 
this account of his journey in a letter to Boccace. 
" The 1 5th of OSober we fet out from Bolfe- 
na, a fmall town in Etruria. Taken up with th« 
thoughts of feeing Rome once more, I refleSed- 
upon the change that is made in our thoughts in a 
courfe of years. This, faid I to myfelf, is my 
fifth journey ta Rome ; it was fourteen years ago 
I faw it for the firfl time, drawn by curiofity to 
behold its wonders. Some years after, a prema- 
ture deiire of the laurel brought me there a fecond 
time. The third and fourth journey was to ren- 
der fervice and (hew affeftion to my friends.-^ This 
ought to be the happieft. of all,, fmce its only ob- 
jed is my eternal falvation^^ While I was full of 
thefe thoughts,, the horfe of the old Abbe, which 
'was on my life fide, going to kick at mine, ftruck 
my leg jv»ft under the knee ; the ftroke was fo vio- 
lent that it founded like bones fnapping afunder^ 
and drew alt our party round me. Lfelt extreme 
pain ; but not daring to flop in fo folitary a place,, 
I made a virtue of neceffity, got late toViterbe, 
and was dragged to Rome by the aid of my friends. 
As foon as I got there I fent for the phyficians^ 
who having examined my wound, found the. bone 
laid open, and the iron of lV«. \vci\^^% ^^^'^w^^ 
kft a mark on it. The fmeW ol xVa^ tw<t^^^^\ 
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wound was fo ftrong that I could fcarcely bear it, 
though our familiarity with and afFedion for our- 
felves renders many things fupportable we could 
not bear in others. How vile and abjed is man^ 
faidly if he does not compenfate for the weakae& 
of his body by the ftrength of his mind? The 
days I was obliged to pafs wholly in bed, appear- 
ed longer here than elfewhere. I confider this ac- 
cident as a juft puniihment from heaven, who af- 
ter having fixed my imfteady foul, thought it pro- 
per thus to afflia my unworthy body. My con- 
feflbr had treated me with too much lenity; I 
fiood in need of this mortification. If my acci- 
dent affeds you, the courage with which I fup- 
port it (hall be your confolation." 

Petrarch fays, he was in the happieft dif- 
pofition for this facred bath in which the foul Vas 
to be cleanfed from all its ftains. We have fee» 
that Pope Clement altered this jubilee from a hun- 
dred to fifty years, and in a claufe of this bull> 
(as fome aver) he fpeaks as follows ; *' The fove- 
reign PontifF, in virtue of the authority he holds • 
from the Apoftles, renews the fouls of thofe who 
receive this indulgence to the fame ftate they were 
in after baptifni ; and he orders the angels to in- 
troduce them immediately to paradife, without 
obliging them on their way thither to pais through 
purgatory." 

The ctiftom of vifiting Rome to receive a ple- 
nary abfolution of all fins, was bcjgun in 1300^ . 
from a rumour that this had been pradiifed before; 
it was not however to be found in the ancient re- ' 
cords; but an old man, aged 107, being quefti- 
oned about it, faid^be remembered tV\aLt in vYve ^e^t 
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1200, his father, who was a labourer, went to 
Rome to gain this indulgence. It was accord- 
ingly confirmed by the bull of Pope Boniface, and 
Clement gave it the name of the jubilee, becaufc 
it refembled the fcftival of the Jews celebrated eve- 
ry fifty years, ^t which {laves were fet free, debts 
forgiven, and each perfon obtained the wealth and 
honour of their family. 

The concourfe of pilgrims at this Jubilee was 
prodigious; they were reckoned near a milli- 
on, Theftreets were fo full that men were car- 
ried along by the crowd, whether on horfeback or 
on foot. There was no appearance that the plague 
bad depopulated the world. The people of quali- 
ty came the laft to it, and above all the ladies of 
the grandees from beyond the mountains ; moft ot 
them took the route of Areona, and Bernardin dc 
Polentia, lord of Ravenna^ whofe caflle was on this 
road joined, and made great confufion among them. 
This would not have befallen them, fays a con- 

, temporary Wftorian, if they had remained in their 
lioufes; becaufe a fliip which is always in port 
cannot be (hipwrecked. Indulgences and jour- 
neys^ he adds, are not fit for young people. Stran- 
gers who come from all countries knowing only 
their own language were embarraiTed about con- 
feffion. . They therefore made ufe of interpreters, 
who often publi(hed what they heard, and it be- 
came neceflary to buy their filence at a dear rate. 
To remedy this abufe, they eftablifhed penitentia- 
ries at Rome who underilood all the languages. 

* The kings of Caftile, Arragon, Portugal and Cy- 
prus ^ould fain have obtained indulgence without 
going to Rome. They wrote vo xYv^'^q^;^^ vo^^% 
he wQuld difptnk with thw iOviTtve.^ , >a>^x ^'^ v^-^S*^ 
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dinals oppofing, he wrote this anfwcr to thefc 
princes. " ^ly brethren, the cardinals, confider- 
ing that this indulgence is granted not only for the 
falvation of fouls but for the honour of the faints, 
would not confent that any (hould be difpenfed 
from this vifitation to their churches." The num- 
ber of thirty days was fixed for the Romans^ fif- 
teen for the Italians, and ten for other ftrangers.. 
Clement, whofe goodnefs and courtefy was difplay- 
ed on all occafions^ extended bis indulgence ta 
thofe perfons who had beea prevented from, or 
(lopped on their journey : on this condition, that 
they ftiould give to the church the money they 
would have expended in it. The inhabitants of 
Rome, fays Villani, were exorbitant in their im- 
pofitions upon thefe (Irangers, and ufed fuch frauds 
and monopolies, that joined to the fatigue and 
heat, caufed a great morality. And Meyer, ano- 
ther hidorian of that age, alTures us,, that of all ? 
thefe pilgrims, the tenth part never returned to 
thpit habitations.. 

As foon as Petrarch could get out, he vifited all 
the churches with extreme ardour to gain the jubi- 
lee. He fpeaks of the good effe^s it had upon his 
foul : " I went with fervor, fays he, determined 
to put aa end to that finful life which has oftea 
covered me with fhame, aod I hope nothing can 
make m^ change ibe firm: refolutioos. I have 
taken." 

The reft of his time was much, of it fpent m 
all probability with his friend Lelius. After hav- 
ing gained the jubilee, he returned immediately to 
Padua. He took his route through Tufcany, and 
flopped at Arrezo> deficous to fee the town ia 
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which he was born. Aretin fays, that his townf- 
men, charmed with the fight of a man vho was 
fuch an honour to them, went out to meet him, 
and paid him the fame refped and obeifance they 
would have done to a king : this was in Decern* 
ber 1 350. He had the good fortune to find in 
this town the Inftitues of Quintilian, which 
till then he could never meet with. The manu- 
fcript was mutilated, and in a bad condition : but 
it was an interefling difcovery to him. He wrote 
fome lines to Quintilian, to eiprefs his joy ; in 
which he tells him plainly, that he was fitter to 
form great orators^ than to be an orator bimfelf. 

Some days after this, Petrarch going out of 
Afezzo to purfue his journey, the principal peo- 
ple of the city who accompanied him, led him to 
Octo, to fhew him the houfe in which he was 
born. ** ft was a h'ttle fioufe,^ fays Petrarch, as 
befitted an Exile.^ They told him that the pro- 
prietor would have made fome alterations in it, 
which the town had always oppofed, that the place 
confecrated by his birth might remain always in 
the (late it was in at that time. He relates this to 
9 perfon who had written to know whether Arezzo 
was really the ptace of his birth ; and adds, 
" Arezzo has (hewn more refgeft to a ftranger, 
tbaa FlQreoqe to a citizen." 

Petrarch (topped at Flbrencc, to converfe 
with his friends ; and went from thence to Padua^ 
where he had fixed his rciidence. There was great 
Gonfternation, and an univerfal lamentation in this- 
city, which had loft'the beft of all matters. James 
de Corrare had in his houfe a relation, called Wil- 
liam,, whom, be treated mXh VdiAxitfe^ ^\v^ ^""^"^^^ 
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ted to his table, though he was unworthy of that 
favour. The 21ft. of December, after dinner, 
when this lord was feated in his palace, furrounded 
with his friends, fervants, and guards, William 
plunged a dagger into his breaft with fo much ce- 
lerity, that no one had time to ward off the ftroke. 
Some haftened to raife up their lord, who was fal- 
len, and who expired in their arms : the reft 
pierced the monfter with a thoufand (Irokes, who 
had committed this parricide. " At the fame in- 
ftant, fays Petrarch, there went out of this world 
two fouls of a very different kind, and the routes 
they took were as oppofite." The motive of this 
adion is unknown ; but fome think James had for- 
bade him to appear abroad, on account of his bad 
conduS. 

Petrarch wrote on this occafion, the follow, 
ing letter to Boccace : 

*' I HAVE learnt by long habit to cope with 
fortune. I do not oppofe her (Irokes by groans 
and tears, but by a heart hardened to repel them. 
She perceived me firm and intrepid, and took a 
lance to pierce me at the time 1 lay the moft ex- 
pofed by the death of thofe friends who had form- 
ed a rampart around me. By a fudden, horrible 
and unworthy death, (he has deprived me of an- 
other tender friend, of a man who was my confo- 
lation and glory. He was the moft like king Ro- 
bert in his love of letters, and in his favours to thofe 
who profeffed them. He was diftinguifhed for a 
Angular fweetnefs of manners ; and was the father, 
rather than lord of his people. I had given myfcif 
to him. While I live, I fliall never lofe the re- 
memhrsaiQt of James de Corrare, and^fliall always • 
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fpeak of him with pleafure. I would celebrate 
him to you, and to poflerity; but he is much 
above my praife." 

The death of James de Corrare rendered Pa- 
dua difagreeable to Petrarch. The delightful 
fituatioo of Vauclufeprefented itfelf, and he wifhed 
once more to behold it. But he continued the 
winter at Padua. He fpent a great deal of his 
time with Ildebrandin Comti, bifhop of that 
city ; a man of high rank, and great merit. One 
day, as he was (upjping at his palace, two Car- 
thufian monks came there, .and were well re- 
ceived by Ildebrandin, who loved their order. 
He a(ked them what brought them to Padua. 
** We are going, they faid, to Trevife, by the 
order of our general, to eftabliih a monaflery ; 
the bilhop of that city, and fome of its pious in- 
habitants, defiring to have one of our order.** 
Ildebrandin, after feveral more queflions, turned 
the converfation infenfibly upon father Gerard, 
brother to Petrarch, and aflted them if he ap- 
peared contented with his lot. The two monks, 
who did not know Petrarch, related wonders of 
his brother. 

** The plague, faid they, having got into 
the monaftcry of Moutrieu, the prior> a man of 
exemplary piety, but feized with terror, told his 
monks that flight was the only part they had to 
take. Gerard anfwered with courage, * Go 
where you pleafe ; as to myfelf, I will remain in 
the fituation in which Heaven has fixed me.' 
The prior redoubled his inftances ; and to alarm 
him, faid, * When you are dead, xVvw^ NrJ\V«. 
no perfoD to bury you.' < Thai \^ x\i%\a^ ^^ 'ccs^ 
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cares, faid Gerard, and the affair of my furvi- 
vors rather than mine.' The prior fled to hi* 
own country, where death followed and (truck 
him. Gerard remained in his convent, where 
the plague refpe&ed and left him only, after hav- 
ing deftroyed in a few days thirty-four of his bre- 
thren who continued with him. Gerard paid 
tKem every fervice, received their laft (ighsa 
wafhed their bodies, and buried them when death 
had taken thofe deftined to this office. With only 
a dog left for his companion, he watched at night 
to guard the houfe, and took his repofe in the day*. 
The thieves, with which this country is infefted^ 
came feveral times to pillage this monaftery, bu^ 
he found fome means to get rid of them. When 
the fummer was pafTed, he fent to a neighbouring^ 
monaflery of the Carthufians, to beg they would 
give him a monk to take care of the houfie ; and- 
he went himfelf to the fuperior monaftery of the 
Carthufians, where he was received with flngular 
diAindion by eighty-three priors, and obtained 
of them a great favour. They permitted him to 
choofe a prior and monks to renew his houfe from 
the different convents of the order ; and he re* 
turned triumphant, which he merited by his care> 
fidelity, and prudence.** 

While the Carthufians were relating thete 
wonders of father Gerard, the pretate cafl his 
eyes, filled with tears of joy, from time to time 
on Petrarch. ^* I know not, fays the latter, 
whether my eyes s^peared fo ;. but my heart was 
tenderly moved. The Carthufians at lafir difco- 
vered him to be the brother of Petrarch, and with 
a holy effufion embraced him, faying, ^* Ah I 
^how happy are you in fuch a brother/* Petrarch 
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could only anfwer with his tears : he was touched 
with this fcene beyond expreilion, as he owns in a 
letter to his brother, from whence this account 
is taken. 

About this time he made a review of all his 
manufcripts. Refleding on the uncertainty of 
life, and recalling the lofTes he had fuftained iira 
fliort tinne, he thought it neceflfary to arrange his 
affairs ; like thofe who, on the evening that pre- 
cedes a long journey, colled together what they 
will take with them, bum the things that are un- 
neceflary, and give the reft to their friends. He 
• found much pleafure in reviewing his fentiments 
in the different periods of his life. When he difco- 
vered how many things he had begun and left un- 
finiihed, he confidered fuch undertakings as a 
great folly in fo fhort a life, and he threw into the 
fire diredly a tboufand epiftles and poems on all 
fubjeSs. " I charged Vulcan, fays he, with the 
trouble of conneding them ; but, (hall I own my 
weaknWs ? it was not without fighs.*' But rccol- 
leding that his dear Socrates had be^ed of him 
his profe works, and Barbatus his poetry, he 
faved the reft. To this we owe the eight books 
of his familiar fubjeds dedicated to Socrates, and 
the three books of his Latin verfes dedicated to 
Barbatus, printed in the edition of Bale in 1581, 
the moft complete edition there is of his works. 
Thofe he deftroyed contained probably a thoufand 
interefting anecdotes of his life. Petrarch writes 
thus to Socrates on this fubjeS : 

*' I WILL not fay to my readers as did Apu- 
leius, read my works, they will pleafc you: but 
jou, my dear Socrates, will read iVx^utVvOcv'W^^^^'^'^ 
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and perhaps with pleafure, becaufi^ you love me. 
If my ftyle fhould amufe you, it will be owing to 
your fricndfhip, and not to my wit. A woman 
need not attend the toilette whofe lover is to be 
judge of her beauty. You know I am not elo- 
quent, nor does the epiftolary ftyle admit of it. 
The letters of Cicero are fimple, plain, and eafy : 
he referved for his pleadings the thunders of his 
eloquence. If you will give me a mark of your 
friendftiip, keep thefe trifles to yourfelf; the 
world will not view them with your candour ; 
even you muft confider mj fituation. My life is 
that of a wanderer up and down in the inidft ef 
perils, fixed to no certain fpot. This manner of 
life procured me a great niimber of acquaintsnce, 
of real friends perhaps but a few ; but of this 
we cannot eafily judge. This obliged me to write 
to people of all countries, and of every age and 
fituation, whofe charaders and manners of think- 
ing were quite oppofite. You will therefore find 
Teeming contradidions in thefe letters; for the 
attention of a writer ought to be fixe4 on the 
perfon to whom he writes, on his charader and 
manner of thinking, and how he is likely to be 
afFeded with the fubje£k before him. We mud 
not write in the fame manner to a brave man and 
a coward ; to a young man without experience, and 
to a man of advanced years who has pafled through 
the difficulties of life ; to a happy man puflFed up 
with profperity, and to a wretched one depreflcd 
by adverfity ; to a man of letters, and to a fool. 
There is an infinite variety among men, and their 
minds have as little refemblance as their faces. 
And were we to write only to one perfon, we muft 
even then fometimes change our ftyle and manner : 

a monotony 
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a monotony in language will tire at length, as well 
as an uniformity in our food." 

** I HAVE fupprefled in thefe letters thofe mi- 
nute details which feldom intereft thofe who were 
not concerned in them. But I am not altogether 
of the opinion of Seneca, who reproaches Cicero 
for fuch details, and who fluffs his own letters 
with morals . and philofophy. I have rather fol- 
lowed the latter, and have mixed iimple narra- 
tions with moral refle&ions, in the manner of 
Cicero. Give thefe trifles a comer in your cabi- 
net, where they may be iheltered from thofe daring 
critics whoj without producing any thing of their 
own, determine with affurance on the works of 
others.'* 

'' I HAVE (ketched out a pidure of myfelf^ 
which I deftine for you. It (hail be drawn with 
care : it will not be, as Cicero fays, the Minerva 
of Phidi&s ; but when I have finifhed it, it (hall 
not fear the critic. In this review, you will be 
ftruck with my weaknefs, and effeminate com- 
plaints : you will fay, I was a man in youth, and 
a child in mature age. I complained not how- 
ever, like Gcero, of exile, (icknefs, a fum lo((, 
a payment deferred, or an unjuft deci(ion : but 
When I loft my friends all at once, and the world 
was to me annihilated, there would have been 
more infeniibility than ftrength of mind in being 
unmoved by fuch affliftions. At prefent, I ex- 
perience the change that Seneca tells us always 
befals the ignorant. Defpair has given me cou- 
rse and tranquillity. Henceforth you (hall be- 
hold me aft, (peak, and write with more vigour. 
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Even a faUing world might crufh, but it wouM 
not intimidate me." 

** I BEGAN this letter with the day, and with 
the day I will end it. I have prolonged my con- 
verfation with you, becaufe it is delightful to me 
thus to enjoy your prefence, notwit'hftanding t^c 
feas and the mountains that feparate us. Could I 
procure a tranquil and fixed eftablifliment, I would 
undertake fome confiderable work, that I might 
confecrate it to you. I would fain immortaufe 
your name ; but you {land in no need of mj 
praife. Adieu ! You are my Idomeneus^ my At- * 
ticus, my Lucilius P' / 

Petrarch lodged when at Padua in the 
cloifler of St. Juftine, clofe j(o the church of that 
monailery, which was buij(l on the ruins of the 
antient temple of concord. Some workmen em- 
ployed there, found a (lone, on which was an 
infcription to the memory of Livy. Petrarch^ 
who idolifed this hiftorian, took it into his head 
to addrefs a letter to him as follows : 

" I WISH I had lived in your age, or rather 
that you had been born in mine. I (hould liave 
been among thofe who went to feek you at Rome, 
or even in the Indies, had you dwelt there. I 
can only behold you in your books ; and in them 
but in part, from the indolence of our age, who 
have never taken any pains to colleft your works. 
I cannot reflet on this, without feeling indigna- 
tion at my countrymen, who feek after nothing 
but gold, filver, and the pleafures of fenfe." 

'' I AM 
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'' I AM under great obligations to you, be- 
caufe you bring me into fo much good company. 
When I read your works, I think I live with 
Brutus, Regulus, Scipio, the Fabricii, the Ca- 
milli; and not with the banditti among whom 
my unfortunate ftars have placed me. Salute on 
my part among the antients, Polybius, Quintus, 
Claudius, Valerius, and Antias, whofe glory was 
clouded by yours ; among the moderns, Pliny the 
younger your neighbour, and Crifpus Salluft your 
rival ; and inform them they have not been more 
fortunate than you, with refpeQ to the preferva- 
tion of their works." 

*' I WRITE this in the city where you were 
bom and interred, in the veftibule of St. Juftine 
the virgin, and on the ftone of your monument." 

Padua was near Venice, and Petrarch went 
often to that city, which he called the wonder of 
all cities. He became acquainted with Andrew 
Dondolo, who was made Doge in 1 343, though 
he was but thirty-fix years of age, which was an 
extraordinary thing. But he was a young man 
of great merit, and joined the talents neceflary 
for governing with an agt eeable figure and very 
enchanting manners. We have feen that he was 
in the good graces of the beautiful emprefs of 
Milan. His mind was cultivated and poetical : 
he had read the works of our poet, and was 
charmed with his acquaintance, to obtain which, 
he had made confiderable advances, which Pe- 
trarch anfwered with the higheft fentiments of 
elteem and admiration. 
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The commerce of the Venetians increafed 
under the government of Dondolo ; they began at^ 
that time to trade to Egypt and Syrias frooL wfaoMs 
they brought filk, pearls, aromatic fpices, and 
other commodities of the Eaft. This excited the 
envy of the Gcnoefe, and a rupture enfued. Pe- 
trarch in a letter to the Doge of Genoa fays, 
** I am troubled at the fituation of your republic, 
I know the diflFerence there is between the. 
tumult of arms and the tranquillity of Parnaflua, 
and that the lyre of Apollo ill acoords with the; 
trumpet of Mars. Hannibal himfelf faid, that a 
certain peace was to be preferred to an expeded 
viftory. What diftreffes me the moft is, that it 
is Italians you oppofe. Would it not be better -to 
wage war againft Damas, Sufa, or Memphis ?. 
Muft the deftruaion of the Theban brothers be 
renewed in Italy." 

With grief I learn your league with the king 
of Arragon ; and will you feek the aid of a bar- 
barian to xieftroy your own countrymen ! Yoyir 
enemies you fay, have fet the example 5 they are- 
then equally culpable. Venice calls to her fuc- 
cour ithc tyrants of the weft ; Genoa thofe of the 
eaft 1 Wretches as we are ! we buy venal fouls to 
deftroy our own children! Nature gave us for 
barriers the Alps and the two feas, avarice,; 
envy, and pride have opened thefe barriers to fher 
Cimbres, the Huns, the Teutons, the Gauls and; 
the Spaniards. How often have we recited with 
tears thefe lines of Virgil . " Strangers poflfeb; 
thefe cultivated fields ! thefe harvefts are the- 
prey of barbarians I Behold how difcord has re-, 
duced the citizens of this wretched country ! 
Athens and Lacedsenion had a rivallhip like yours ; 

the 
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the latter could have deftroyed the former ; but. 
Heaven forbid, fay they, that we ihould put out 
one of the eyes of Greece. A fine anfwer, 
worthy of Sparta! In the midft of thefe agitations, 
I cannot remain filent. While fome are dragging 
along great trees to conflruft veflels of war, 
and others' are (harpening their fwords and their 
darts ; I fhould think myfelf culpable if I did not 
take up my pen, which is my only weapon. I 
am confcious with what circumfpeaion we ought 
to fpcak to our fuperiors ; but the love of one's 
country is above all : this will plead my caufe, 
and perfuade you to pardon my prefumption. I 
will proftrate myfelf before the chiefs of both na- 
tions, and thus befeech them ; — throw down your 
arms, give each other the kifs of peace, unite 
your hearts and your colours I Then will the Pon- 
tus, the Euxine and the ocean be opened to you, 
and your (hips will arrive in fafety at Taprobane, 
the Fortunate Illands, the unknown Thule, and 
at the Poles I Kings and people fliall go before 
you ; the Indian, the Englifh, and the Ethiopean 
fliall dread your power. Let peace reign among 
you, and you will have nothing to fear I Adieu, 
the greateft of dukes and the bed of men I 

Andrew Dondolo in his anfwer fpeaks thus 
to Petrarch : 

The Genoefe are not. our brothers ; they have 
been guilty of a thoufand wrongs to the republic 
of Venice ; they are domeftic enemies, and worfe 
they cannot be. They have abufed our patience, 
tarniflied the glory of Italy, and debafed the dia- 
dem of its queen. They have rendered themfelves 
odious to the whole univerfe. It is not ?&ftw\<!cv- 
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tog they cannot agree with others, fince they are 
never in harmony with themfelves. We only 
undertake this war to procure an honourable peace 
for our country, which is dearer to us than our 
lives.'* 

* The Doge was delighted with the eloquence of 
Petrarch's letter, and the depth of his underftand- 
ing. You are very dear to us, faid he, but you 
will be ftill more fo if you will often regale us with 
fuch fine produdions I 

The fixth of April this year 1351, three yean 
after the death of Laura, Petrarch wrote the fol*. 
lowing lines : 

** Oh Love ! Who has not proved thy mighty 
** power ? Seek in the earth for my dear treafure 
'^ that is hidden there I Seek for that pure and 
** chafte heart which was my fole delight ! Tear 
** from the hands of death what he has forced 
** from me, and fix once more thy precious enfign 
** on her lovely face ! Rekindle that flame which 
^* was my guide ; that conftant flame which en* 
'^ lightens me ftill, though it is extinguifhed it* 
" felf." 

« Never did thirfty ftag feek the coolioff 
** fountain as I feek what I have loft. Amiable 
*^ pilgrim \ why did you fet out before me I The 
** empire of death has now loft its hold over me ; 
*• for ihe who bound me to earth is afcended to 
•* heaven ! My chains are broken. I am free and 
<' luiferable !'* 
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Ik aeother fonnet, he fays^ ^* How bled 
{bould I have been had I died with Laura !'' But 
he would not have enjoyed one of the greateft 
pleafures he met with in the courfe of his life : 
his friend Boccace came to him on this day, to in- 
form him he was recalled to his country, and re- 
ftored to the inheritance of his family. 

~ The friends of Petrarch at laft obtained his 
•caufe, andfent Boccace with a letter to him from 
the fenale ; thus infcribed, " To the reverend 
Signior Francis Petrarch, canon of Padua, crowned 
poet, our very dear countryman, prior of the 
arts^ and Goniblonier of Juftice to the people of 
Florence. 

" Illustrious branch of our country! 
Your name has long founded la our ears, and 
touched our hearts. The fisceefs of your (ludiesy 
and that admirable art in u^hich yoa excel, have 
decorated you with the laurel, and rendered yoa 
worthy to fervc as a model to pofterity. • You will 
find in- the hearts of your countrymen, aU thofe 
fenfciments of eiteem and friendfhip you defenre : 
and that there na^ be nothing in your country to 
give you pain ; of our own libefadity, and in- 
spired by that paternal tenderileis we have always' 
•had for youv we return to you without any ex- 
ception the lands of your ance{h>rs, which have 
been redeemed with the puUtc treafure. The gift 
is finall in itielf, and- little proportioned to your 
merit: but it will be enhanced by regsTrd to our 
laws, our cdloms^ and the recoUeSion of thofe 
who have not been able to obtain it. You may 
liowinfaabit when you pleafe, the city in which 
j»u: was borrt. We flatter owfeVita v5oaX> ^^ 

Vox. n. D ^'^"^ 
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with love for your country, you will not go clfe- 
where to feek the applaufe that you merit, and the 
tranquillity that you dcfire." 

** We read admirable things of Virgil, and of 
fome other authors, whom antiquity, whom even 
our own age caufes us to regret. You will not 
find among us Cxfars, or Mecaenafes ; thefe titles 
are unknown to us : but you will find countrymen, 
zealous for your glory, ardent to publifh your 
praife, and extend your renown ; extremely fen- 
fible of the honour our city obtains from having 
produced a man who has no parallel. Antiquity 
cannot boaft, nor will his equal be found in pof- 
terity." 

^* We arc not ignorant how rare, how fplendid 
is the name of a poet. Ehnius called poets holy, 
and they are in fome fort infpired with a divine fpi- 
f it : for which reafon they were crowned, as were 
the C«fars and heroes who triumphed. The 
latter are immortalifed by their adions, the for- 
mer by their works. * It is praife-worthy, lays 
Salluft, to do well for the republic, and it is not 
lefs fo by eloquence to promote its glory.' Thus 
men became illuftrious, both in war and in peace ; 
* and' renown, as Lucan fays, Ihelters both the 
one and the other from the outrages of time.' If 
the foul of Virgil, if the eloquent fpirit of Cicero 
were again to appear in a bodily form among us^ 
we (hould not venerate them more than we vene- 
rate you. Why are men more ready to praife 
thofe of whom they only hear, than thofe who 
are prefent with them i You excite our admira- 
tion, and we will fing your praife. Who would 
not be aftoniihed to find fo few good writers, and 

am 
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ftill fewer poets, in that crowd of wits among 
us, who apply to fo many different ftudics ? Ci- 
c3ero explains this ; * It is owing, fays he, to the 
greatnefs of the objed, and the difficulty of fuc- 
cefs.' But you have arrived at it by the ftrength 
of your genius, and great application. We have 
refolved, after mature deliberation, to advance 
the honour of our city, in reftoring the (ciences 
and the arts ; perfuaded that they will give to it, 
as they did to Rome^ a fort of empire over the 
reft of Italy.'' 

** What we defire, what was fo rare among 
the antients, you alone can produce. Your coun- 
try conjures you. by all that is moft facred, by all 
the rights (he has over you, to confecrate to her 
your time, to prefide over and direft thefe her 
fludies, that they may excel thofe of others. 
You fhall mafccihofce of the authors you will ex- 
plain, and ikall a3 in the manner moft fuited to 
your tjccupations- and your glory. The greateft 
things have often arofe from fmall beginnings : 
there are not wanting perfons of merit among us, 
who under your aufpices will give (bme poetic 
works to the public. Fini(h with us your Africa, 
that immortal poem ; aiid bring back to us the 
Mufes, whom we have fo long negleded. You 
have virandered long ^etiough about the world: 
you know the cities, and the manners of all nati- 
ons. It is time for you to fettle. Return to your 
country, which -calls you with a loud voice after 
a long abfignce ; a fummons which perhaps no one 
ever received but yourfelf. Magiftrates and peo- 
ple, great and fmall defirc your preTence. Your 
boufehold gods, your recovered lands wait for ^om 
with impatience. Return to them) ttrVaxxi \a v»- 
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psbioi dae aqr of Floneaoe; t^ jdUkcuih to 
6ixw tat:i lis^thtr^ ^od idbve hs IwiriAJBg 
flaie, cdihefttcd about eftaWiflimg jb Mawtfityv 
«h^t thcnr (hocJd tejch all the icioiccs, and above 
ail^ theciogj^ asd the dvil and cacoa lanr. In 
cQcitqiieflcr of whkh, tbey boih kbcx)ls, ifigped 
pub)U: fuad> fer than, aod called thither the belt 
proieflb» io evety bnocb of ftndj. The Pope 
aod the Cardioak approved the plao^ aod gmtal 
this ooiverlit jF all the priTikges of thofe of Paris, 
Bologna, && The Flonouoes wiflied for Pe-' 
trarch at the bead of this cftaMiflmiflnt^ to do thena- 
hooouTt and revive the tafte for icfiocd koow- 
ledge. And this produced the jvft reftltutioa of 
his lands, and the obliging letter they fent him. 
Petrarch's aofwer was as follows : 

^ I HA.VS lived loBg enough, mj dear coun- 
trymen. According to the nsuiim. of the wife 
man, We (hould. die when we have nothing 
left us to defire. I have never been ambitious of 
riches or honours ; of this my whole life has been 
a fufficient. proof. My piiayem and my wiihes 
haAre all ccatred. in; being a gpod man, and in 
meriting the appiobatton of worthy perfons. If I 
have not accompliihed the firft point ; your letter, 
which furprifed and' rejoiced mcjt. is a proof I am 
not far from the left." 

« As 
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** As Plutarch faid to the emperor Trajan, I 
rejoice in my own happinefs, and felicitate yon on 
your virtue. It is a prodigy m an ag« fo deficient 
in goodnefs, and stftonifhing to find fo much of 
that public (fo to fpeak) popular libcny in that 
vaft hody, of which your republic is compofed." 

^' Illosthiovs and generous men! had I 
been prefent, could I have defired more than you 
have granted to me when I was abfent and afted 
nothing ? Where is the country which has better 
treated the beft of its citizens ? Rome recalled 
from exile Cicero; Rutilius; Metellus ; but (he 
faadexifed them unjuftly. She recalled Camillus, 
hut at a time when *fhe could not do without htm. 
The fame Tcafon engaged Athens to recal Alcibi- 
ades. But there is no example of an abfent citi- 
zen's being recafled voluntarily, but from the 
motive of fervice to their country. Auguftus 
refloned his land to Virgil : but have we ever feen 
a public fenate reftore to the fon an inheritance 
which (for not being claimed at a certain time) 
was loft by his father? With how many flatteries, 
carefles, and foothing entreaties, have you fweet- 
cned the reftitution of ray land, after haying pur- 
chafed it with the money of the pubKc! When I 
fee it thus drefTed out and enriched with the 
flowers of your eloquence, I envy not the moft 
fertile fpots of Africa or Sicily, or thofe lands of 
Campania where Ceres and Bacchus c6ntend for 
the fuperiority. More fenfiWy aflfefiled with your 
flattering addrefs than the fcrvices you have done 
or wifh to do me, nothing is wanting to my hap* 
pinefs but to deferve by my condu£t what I owe 
to your gencroflty.'' 
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'^ It is a great confolatton to find myfelf thus 
re-eftablifhcd in my country, where my father, my 
grandfather, and great-grandfather lived to olJ 
age, and diftinguiftied themfelves more by their 
fidelity and their zeal, than by the incenfe of adu- 
lation. As to myfelf, who have flown fo far 
beyond it on the wings of nature or of fortune^ 
you offer me an afylum, where after fo many 
courfes I may repofe in tranquillity. It is a pre- 
cious gift ; but what you have added is more pre- 
cious ftill, and will be always a fpur which will 
excite me to virtue and glory." 

" Receive my grateful thanks, fuch as they 
are, and impute it to yourfelves that they cannot 
equal your beneficence. I muft be much more 
eloquent than I am, to exprefs an acknowledg- 
ment that bears any proportion to your benefits. 
Whatever I can fay, will be ever unequal to my 
wifhes. Overwhelmed with your favours, (hall 
1 dare to appropriate the anfwer of Auguftus to 
the fenate with tears ? Arrived at the completion 
of my defires, what can I afk of the gods, but 
that your good will may lafl as long as my life ? 
I recolle6l: that I made this requeft to thofe who 
were at the head of your fenate when I returned 
laft year from Rome." 

** John Bog cage, the meffenger of your 
letter and your orders, will acquaint you with my 
projects on my return ; I have confided them to 
him. I beg you to confider what he (hall fay on 
my part, as if I fpoke it myfelf." 

** Heaven grant that your republic may be 
always flouriftiing !" 

Not- 
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Notwithstanding this letter^ Petrarch 
formed the defign of going to Avignon and Vau- 
clufe^ and gives thefe reafons for it in a letter to 
one of his friends : 

** What can I alledge as an excufe for the 
variation of my foul, but that love of folitude 
and repofe fo natural to me ? Too much known, 
too much fought in my own country, praifed and 
flattered even to difguft, I feek a corner where I 
may live unknown and without glory. Nothing 
appears to me fo defirable as a tranquil and foli- 
tary life. My delUrt of Vauclufe prcfents itfelf 
with all its charms. Its hills, its fountains, and 
its woods, fo favourable to my ftudies, poflefs my 
foul wkh a fweet emotion I cannot defcribev I 
am no longer aftoniihed that Camillus, that great 
man whom Rome exiled, (ighed after his country ; 
when I feel that a man born on the banks of the 
Arno, regrets a fjtuation beyond the Alps. Habit 
is a fecond nature; and this folitude, from the 
ftrength of habit, is become as my country. What 
engages me the moft, is, that I reckon upon finifh- 
ing there fome works I have begun : I am dc* 
firous to revifit my books, to draw them out of 
the boxes in which they are inclofed, that they 
may again fee the light, and behold the face of 
their mailer. In fine, if I fail in the promife I 
had given my friends at Florence, they ought to 
pardon me, fince it is the cfFeQ of that variation 
attached to the human mind, from which no one 
is exempted, but thofe perfeft men who never 
k)fe fight of the fovereign good." 

Petrarch 
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Petrarch fet out from Padua the third of 
May 1 35 1 9 and brought with htcn his fon, whom 
he had taken from the fchool of Parma. " I 
took him with me^ faid he^ that his prefence 
might animate me to do him every good office. 
What would have become of this diild^ if he 
had had the misfortune to lofe met" He arrived 
At Viccnza at the fetting.of the fun. He befi- 
tated whether he ihould ftop there, or proceed 
farther. Some peribns of merit he met with, 
determined him to ftay. They entered into con* 
verfation, and night came on without Petrarch's 
perceiving it. " I have often proved, fays he, 
that our friends are the greateft thieves of our 
time : but ought we to complain of this robbery, 
or can we make a better ufe of it than to pafs it 
with them ?'* The converfation fell upon Cicere. 
Every one fpoke as he thought of this great mao. 
Petrarch, having praifed his geniiis and eloquence, 
faid ibmething of his ficklenefs of charaAer, and 
the inconfiancy of his mind. Perceiviag bis 
friends aftonifhed, he drew from his portmanteau 
two letters, in one of which he praifes his genius, 
in the other criticifes bis charaSer. 

Most of the company were convinced of the 
juflice of the criticifai, except one old man. 
** Ah I Gentlemen, fays he, for mercy fpeak 
with more refpeft of fo great a man, fpare me 
the grief of hearing any thing faid againft him." 
When they aflced him if he thought Cicero inca- 
pable of erring ; he (hut his eyes, (hock bis head, 
and again repeated, ** What a raifery for me to 
hear Cicero blafphemed !" " You confider him 
then as a god," faid Petrarch. " Yes, replied 

he 
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he Without hefitatioDy be is the god of eloquence.'* 
*^ You are then right, replied Peti«rcb» if he u 
a god, he cannot trr : but I oenMs» this is the 
Am time I ever heard Cicero turned bto a deity. 
After ail fince he deifies Plato, I do aot fee why 
you are to blame for ^oiiig the fame by him, if 
our religion permitted «• to multiply geids at our 
pleafure." ** I do but {cfbe, iaid the oU man, t 
know well that Cioero b m nan, but agree with 
me that his mind is dirine.'* ** Very true, laid 
Petrarch, you are now in the right : you fpeak 
like QuintiUan, who called Cicero a hearenly 
man. It is fofficietft however that he was a man 
liable to trr^ and ^rors you nmift own he com- 
mitted." At tfaefe words the old man gnaflied fats 
teeth, as if they had attacked kSa honour ! 

Petrarch's tetters to Cicero united are as 
follow : 

*' I HAVE read your works with avidity, 
which after a long fearch I found at laft. Yt)u 
fay a great deal, eamplatn very mudb, and often 
change your manner of th/nkinff. I know already 
what you taught to otiiers : I kouw $t prefent 
what you think yourfelf. Wherever you are, lif- 
ten to the moft zealous of your adnfrers. It is 
not advice I mean to offisr ; it is a complaint dic- 
tated by fentiment, and mixed with forrow." 

*^ Restless and unhappy old man! What 
do yon mean by fo many quarrels and contenti- 
ons ? Asd why do you facrifice to diefe, a repofe 
lb much better futted to your rank and to your 
age-? What falfe idea of glory has precipitated 
your erey hairs into thofe wars viVivO^ S^viyx t^^^sr. 
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but young men, and caufed you to end your life 
in a manner unworthy of a philofo(rfier ? Forget- 
ting your advice to your brother, and the precepts 
you gave your difciples, you are fallen into the 
very precipice you cautioned them to avoid. I 
fpeak not now of Dionyfius, of your brother, of 
your grandfon, or of Dolabella. Sometimes you 
praifed them to the (kies ; fometinies you over- 
whelmed them with reproaches. I would be filent 
alfo concerning Csfar, whofe cleiioeocy was a cer- 
tmn port for all thofe who attacked him; and 
Pompey, to whom your intimacy gave you a right 
to fpeak freely. But why that violence againfl 
Antony ? without doubt we mufl attribute it to 
your zeal for your (inking country. But what 
then could be the motive of your fecret union with 
Augudus ? You know what your own Brutus faid 
x)f you : ** Cicero does not diflike a mafter, he 
would only have one that fuits him»" 

" How I lament for you, my dear Cicero ! 
I pity, but I blufli for your errors ! I fay with 
Brutus, * Of what ufe are fo many talents, and 
fo much knowledge ? Why does he fpeak fo weH 
of virtue, and u> feldom adhere to its laws?' 
Would it not better fuit a philofophcr like you to 
renounce the fafces, the honours of a triumph, 
and thof(^ purfuits againft Catiline which infpired 
you with fo much vanity, to pafs a tranquil old 
age at your villa, more occupied (as you fpeak 
yourfelf) with the future, than with the prcfcnt 
^vhich will fwiftly pafs away. Adieu for ever ! 
my dear Cicero. I write from the other fide the 
Po, on the borders of the Adige to the right, in 
the colony of Verona^ the I2th of May I34$» 
''i from 
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from the birth of him with whom you are not 
acquainted." 

One of Petrarch's friends begged thefe reflec- 
tions on Cicero, to examine them at hb leifure^ 
that he might form a clearer judgment of them. 
Petrj^rch willingly confented, faying, ** I wi(h I 
may be found to have miftaken his cfaarader." 

Petrarch fet out the next day for Verona, 
where he propofcd only a ihort (lay : but Azon 
de Correge, William de Paftrengo, and fome 
other friends detained him the whole month. 
** The prayers of my friends, fays he, are fo many 
bonds on my affedion. Nothing can be fweeter 
than friendfhip. I have only to complain of being 
loved too much for my repofe." Before he de- 
parted from Verona, he wrote the following let- 
ter to Boccace : 

*' You knowj^^my dear friend, and every one 
knows that all things confidered, if I was my own 
mailer, I fliould fix my refidence at Vauclufe, 
and pafs the reft of my days in that obfcure retreat. 
Though deprived of that agreeable fuperfluity 
with which cities abound; it contains liberty, 
leifure, repofe, and folitude, four things ncceffary 
to my happinefs. It has however two great 
great faults ; it is too far from Italy to which I 
am drawn by nature, and too near that weftern 
Babylon which I deteft like Tartarus. But to 
pafs over thefe objeSions, there are things I can- 
not commit to paper which will prevent my mak- 
ing a long ftay at Vauclufe, unlefs fomething un- 
forefeen happens. I cannot tell what ; I only 
know there is nothing but may hct^VV vcv ^wk^'s^ 
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frail and mortal as man b» fo infolenfc even in the 
depth of mlfery.** 

*' My proj>^ Chen is to go and vifit the Ro« 
roan Ponnff on th^ borders of the Rhone, whooi 
ouraQC^ftore w^nt to adore on the banks of the 
Tib^r, and whom our fucceflfors will perhaps feek 
on the borders of the Tagus. Time changes all 
things : all things follow its pafling ftream." 

^' BvT tbl$ is the a0air of that holy fi(herman» 
who acquainted with the Rhine, the Rhone, and 
the Tagus, chofe the Tiber to affix there his vef- 
(eU and hi^ nets. It is the affair of the pilot, 
whofe fliip ia agitated by the temped, and of thofe 
-wbQ 4ire£k its helm. We are only paffengers 
who rnn the fame hazards with them without be- 
ing refpoflfible for their errors. I will then feek 
him where I may ; whom I cannot find where I 
would; and after having taken a lad leave of 
fome friends who remain to me, I will fly, as 
Virgil fays, from barbarous lands and an inhofpi- 
table (bore ; I will go and fettle at my fountain, 
in the ndidft of my woods, books and gardens, 
whkh have evpeSed me above four years : I will 
pafs the remainder of the fummer in retirement. 
If I waa to betake myfelf to my ancient wander- 
ings, I (hould fear for my health from the excef- 
five heata, though accuftomed to fuffer much 
from my childhood. The next autumn I hope 
at leaft to return to Italy with my books, which 
will eiirich my Italian library. Thefc arc my in- 
tentions, and I thought it right to inform you of 
them. Prefent my boms^aje to our fenate. You 
kmew how much I owe it. Say a thoul'and things 
iarjm to thofe three dear and virtuous country- 
men. 
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inen, whoie image and convcrfatioos I carry ever/ 
where with me.'" 

In June 1351, Petrarch went through Mantua 
to Parma ; he flayed here but a few days, for the 
friends he had here were dead : from thence be 
went to Plaifance, where finding a conveyance to 
Avignon, he wrote to Socrates to acquaint him 
with his approach, and deflre him to be at Vau- 
clufe to meet him. At mount Genevre, one of 
the Alps, be wrote thefe lines to John de Arrezo. 
<« Padua bas taken from me the man who was all 
my joy and confolation ; I have nothing to inform 
you of that can make you laugh. I feek with ar« 
dour for fomething that may produce that effe£b on 
me : it (hould feem that antiquity was more grave 
and ferious, our age more gay and comic. Great 
affairs render men ferious, it is only trifles that 
amufe and make them laugh. I am perfuaded 
that Caffius would have laughed often if he had 
lived among us : and Democritus would have died 
with laughter cculd he have compared his own 
age with ours. We fee nothing now but mad old 
men, doting old women, and young ones either 
foolifb or extravagant. We (bould have had a fine 
tete-a-tete of laughing at them all. My letter for 
its narrow fccawling figure, perfedly refembles the 
ftrait paflage of the Alps, from whence I write it. 
I flatter myfelf that you will foon follow me : I 
would rather have had you for the companion of 
my journey, as I have often had before ; but no 
pleafure is durable. I (hall expefi you at the 
fountain of Vauclufe, a place always agreeable 
and charming, but in fummer it is the Elyfian 
fields. We will breathe a little there be- 
fore 
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fore we proceed to Babylon, that galph of Tar- 
tarus. 

From the top of mount Genevre, June. 

Petrarch arrived at Vaudufe the 27th of 
June ; his firft care was to notify his arrival to 
Phrlip de Cabafole, bi(hop of Cavaillon : he wrote 
to him thefe lines:' 

" Vaucluse is ever to me the mod agree- 
able fituation in~ the world, and which beff 
fuits my (Indies. I went there when a child : I 
returned again when a youth ; and in manhood 
I pafltxKn that retreat fome of the choiceft years 
of my life. I would, if poffible, live here in old 
age, and die in your dominions. lam f6 impati- 
ent to fee you after fo long an abfence, that when 
I have wiped oflF the duft of my journey, and 
bathed myfelf in the water of the Sorgta, I will 
come immediately to Cavaillon."' A (hort time 
after his arrival, Petrarch fays in a letter to Boc- 
cace; " I promifed to return in autumn, but 
how can we judge at a diftance ? time, pUce and 
fKendfhip makes us change our refolutions : the 
gladiator can only determine his fate in the am« 
phitheatre. By what appears I have bufinefs cut 
out for me during the fpace of two years in this 
country : my friends muft therefore pardon me if 
I do not keep my word ; the inconftancy of the 
human mind tnuft be my apology." Having paflcd 
a month at Vaudufe to rcfrefli himfelf after his 
journey, Petrarch went to vifit the Pope and the 
Cardinals at Avignon. 

The court of Avignon was at this time in its 
^reateR luflre. The Vifcountefs of Turenne con- 

Utvued 
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tinued to have the fame afcendant as ever, difpo- 
fed of every thing, and lived in the greateft fplen* 
dor. Eleanor, her younger fifter, was juft mar» 
ried to Williann Roger, Count of Beaufort, ne- 
phew of the Pope, to whom the Vifcountefs had 
Ibid the Vifcounty of Turenne on this marriage. 
It was celebrated with a magnificence which an« 
fwered to the quality of the perfons and the talle 
of Clement: and the arrival of king John of 
France increafed its eclat. This prince had juft 
fucceeded Philip de Valois, and immediately af« 
ter his confecration he came to Avignon, to thank 
the Pope for an efTential fervice he had rendered 
him, and which is a memorable event in the hif- 
lory of France. Humbert, the Dauphin of Vicn- 
nois, whom Petrarch had reproached for his effc* 
minacy, was a widower, and had no children* 
His dominions were very commodious for the king 
of France, and he had ceded them to him in 
1343, and renewed the ceflation to Charles tht 
Dauphin : but always reflilefs and unquiet, he 
wanted to break through this treaty, and fome- 
times he thought of marrying again. To put thif 
entirely out of his power, and bind him to bis 
contrad, the Pope after havif^ obliged him to 
take the habk of St. Dominique, coaferred on 
him all the facred orders on Chridmas-day 1350 ^ 
the under-deacon at the midnight mafs, the dea** 
con at the mafs faid at break of day, and the 
priefthood at the third mafs : eight days after, he 
confecrated him biihop and patriarch of Alexan- 
dria. By this means, the Dauphin was reunited 
to the crown ; and it was an article in the treaty ,^ 
that the elded fon of the king, and the prefump- 
tive heir of his crown, ihould from that time 
. have the title of the Dauphin. 
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King John refided at Villencirve, which is 
only feparated from Avignon by the Rhone. Con- 
tinual feafts were celebrated on this occafion ; aod 
by his orders, a grand toumametity at which, (ays 
aa antient hiftorian of Thoidofe, all tixe Roman 
court were.prefent. 

King John, to exprefs his gratittuie to Cle- 
ment for this important fervice, granted to Willi- 
am de Beaufort and his pofterity, the firfl privi- 
leges and appeals in the Vifcounty^ of Tarenne ; 
and flood god-fatber to Joan his fifter, to whom 
he afligned five hundfsed livres yearly, a very con« 
fiderable fum at that time. At this time the Pope 
made a promotion of twelve new Cardioak, to fill 
the places of thofe who died of the plague. 
Among thefe the two Cardinals of the crown 
were, for France, Giile Rigaud, Abbe of St. 
Dennis, to whom at Paris the Pope fent the hat 
hj one of his nephews (a favoor at that time 
without example) ; the other for Spain was Gille 
Alvari, Archbifliop of Toledo, who had great 
concerns afterwards in the affairs of Italy. The 
Pope was reproached for admitting many young 
men into the facred college, becaufe related to 
him, who lived moft difTolute lives. Pierre Ro«* 
ger, the Pope's nephew, feems to be particularly 
referred to, who was only eighteen years of age 
when his uncle gave him the bat. But it was uni- 
verfaliy agreed he led a very exemplary life. He 
became afterwards, under the name of Gregory 
XI. one of the greatefl Popes that ever governed 
the Church, and he re-eftablifhed the Holy See at 
Rome. There were two of thefe Cardinals who 
eclipfed all the reft by their birth, their alliasoss 
with the greateft princes of Europe^ their aedit^ 

their 
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their magnificence, the fplendor of their court, 
aixl the fuperiority of their knowledge. Thcfe 
were Gui de Bologne and EHe de Tailcrand : the 
former we are acquainted with, the latter was of 
the illuftrious houfe of Pengord ; he had princi- 
pally applied to the ftudy of the law, and was 
efteemed very Ikilful in it. Petrarch fays of him, 
that he was one of the brighteft luminaries of the 
church ; he was only thirty years of age when he 
was made Cardinal. He had great influence in 
the eleSion of Qement, and no perfon had more 
credit or authority in the facred college. It b 
mere honourable, fays Petrarch, fpeaking of him 
again to make Popes, than to be a Pope one's 
felf. He was redconed infolent and proud ; and 
fome have accufed him of truel and bloody afiti- 

OITS. 

Petrarch was more attached to the two 
Cardinals I have mentioned than any others, and 
wrote a letter to the bifhop of Cavaillon to thank 
hifli for his recommendation to them. In it he 
fays, " They are the two ftrongeft rowers of the 
Apoftolic bark." Tfiree great affairs at this time 
occupied the court of Rome : the enterprife of the 
lords of Milan, which they meant to fupprefs : 
the war between the kings of Naples and Hungary, 
which they defired to end : and the troubles of 
Rome, which it was neceffary to appeafe. After 
the fall of Rienzi, the Pope had again cftabliftied 
the antient form of government under fenators 
and a legate; when the latter quitted Rome, the 
fame difordcrs and violences arofe as before, which 
encouraged the remaining partizans of Rienzi. In 
this fituation of affairs, the Pope named four Car- 
dinals to deliberate on the means of reforming 
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this city, and making choice of that government 
that (hould bed efFea it. The Cardinal de Bou- 
logne defired Petrarch to give his fentiments of this 
important affair. After fpeaking in the higheft 
terms of the facred refpreft due to the city of 
Rome, as the centre of the faith, and the feat of 
empire, he writes as follows : 

** What has been, the foundation of all its 
quarrels and miferies ? I wifti to Heaven it may 
not be found, antient pride, joined to modern ty- 
ranny. An effeminate, prefuming. and difdain^ 
ful nobility undertakes to abufe a humbled and un- 
fortunate people. They would bind Romans to 
their car, and lead them in triumph, as if they 
were Carthaginians or Cambrians. Did any one 
ever hear of a triumph over citizens ? Is thert 
any law to authorife fuch an attempt ?'* 

'* That I may not be fufpeSed of fpeaking 
from any fecret animofity, I ought to fay that of 
the two families who have been thought to give 
rife to this charge, I never hated the one, the 
other I have loved, refpefted, and ferved with af- 
feftion. The family of no prince is fo dear to 
me. But Rome, Italy, the liberties of good men, 
are dearer dill : and to fpeak the truth, it is what 
I owe to the living as well as to the dead. Behold 
this great city, deftined by God to be the head of 
the church, and of the world, behold it torn in 
pieces, not as formerly by its own hands, but by 
flrangers from the Rhine, whofe tyranny has re- 
duced it to the mod deplorable date. How are 
we fallen I Great God! cad on us, though we 
deferve it not, an eye of pity and of mercy ! Alas I 
who would have thought that it dxould be. our mi- 

fery 
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fery to have it debated before the Vicar of Jefus 
Chrift, and before the fucceflbrs of his Apoftles, 
whether Roman citizens were to be admitted into 
the fenate, when ftrangers, when new Tarquins 
difplay their pride in the capitol ? This however is 
the queftion which employs the four pillars of the 
church." 

*' Tf I am aiked, I hedtate not to fay that the 
Roman fenate ought to be formed of none but 
Roman citizens : and that not only Grangers, but 
even the Latins ought to be excluded. Manlius 
Torquatus (hould decide this queftion. When 
the Latins demanded a conful and fenators of their 
nation ; this great man, full of indignation, fwore 
that he would never come Into the fenate without 
a poignard, which he would plunge into the 
bread of the firft Latin who (hould dare to appear 
there. To what was this refufal owing, but bc- 
caufc they would not grant to power or fortune 
what was only due to fervice and to merit ? But 
for this Macedonians and Carthaginians formerly, 
and ail the nations under the fun at prefent, might 
pretend to this privilege. But fome will fay. We 
are Roman citizens. Ah ! that they would prove 
themfelves fo, by being the guardians, and not the 
oppreflbrs of their fellow citizens. But can they 
call themfelves fo, who difdain the very name of 
men, and aim at nothing but the pompous titles of 
lords and princes ? Will they build their claim 
upon their nobility or riches ? In what the firft 
confifts, is a queftion ; if not in virtue, it is a 
falfe idea. As to the laft, they have drawn them 
from the church, their mother ; let them ufe them 
therefore with moderation, as a fleeting good ; but 
not to contemn the poor, or ruin that dear coun- 
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try from whofe liberality they hold them. But to 
govern well, is it neceffary to be rich ? Was Va- 
lerius Poblicola rich, when he joined Brutus to 
expel the Tarquins ? Was he not buried at the 
expence of the public, after having vanquiftied 
the Tufcans and the Sabines ? Was Menenius 
Agrippa rich, when by his eloquence he re-united 
thofe fomented fpirits who threatened the republic 
with a fatal fchifm ? or Qgintus Cincinnatus, 
when he qnitted his little field to head the army 
and become conful of Rome ? Curius and Fabrl- 
cius, were they rich, when they fought Pyrrhus 
and the Samnitea ? Regulus, when he vanquifhed 
the Carthaginians? Appius Claudins, when ht 

rjverncd the repoHlic, though deprived of fight ? 
fhould never fini(h» was I to Ving all the exam- 
ples that Rome fumiBies of a glorious poverty.'* 

"Virtue, (I fear not to fay It) virtue has 
not a greater enemy than 'wealth. It was that 
which conquered Rome, after Rome had con- 
quered the world. Every foreign vice entered into 
that city, by the fame door at which poverty went 
out of it. Shall we fay tiiat firom pride, and not 
riches, arifes the defire of dominion ? This alfo 
was the peft of anticnt Rome : but it was then, 
and will now, I tnril, be fupprefled by your deci- 
fions. In thefirft ages of the republic, the people 
demanded magiftrates to defend that liberty which 
they found was invaded by the great. The nobles 
oppofed this with all their might. To this was 
owing their firft retreat to the facred mount. The 
rights of the people prevailed over the pride of the 
n^les, and notwithftanding their oppofition, tri- 
buties were created, the firft public rampart againft 
the violences of the fenaic. After this there was 

a new 
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a nevr difpute; the nobility would not permit 
marriages between the Patricians and Plebeians ; 
thus breaking afunder the ftrongeft bond of union 
between one another, they divided the city into 
two parties : but the people obtained a law which 
ihould render marriages free, without any iimita* 
tion. However, the former continued only to 
take from the Patrician families, their firft magif- 
trates. The people faw they were mocked, they 
therefore demanded and obtained thefe offices;, 
a fwEt fmall in itfelf, but which Livy thought 
worthy of recital, as a proof of the pride of the 
nobles, smd the glorious liberty of the people." 

" Cneius Flavius, the fon of a fcribe, a 
roan of low extra&ion, but (harp wit and excel- 
lent fpeech, was made Edile. The nobles, enraged 
a^ the elevation of fuch a man, laid down their 
ornaments of dignity. Flavius was not moved 
by this ; he oppofed the greateft firmnefs to their 
pride. One day when he went to fee his col- 
league who was fick, the young Patricians who 
were there would not deign to rife and falute him : 
when he perceived this, he ordered his chair of 
fiate to be brought, fat down in it, and looking 
down on them from this elevated feat, be returned 
them difdain for difdain ; while they fat on their 
ftools, confumed with rage and jealoufy. This 
inllance, in my efteem, proved him worthy of be- 
ing conful" 

*' After mafty and violent contefts, a Patrician 
and Plebeian conful were feen feated together, and 
dividing the government of Rome. If thefe things 
are true and to be found in our bed hiflorians ; 
follow the happy example of thefe illuftrious 
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times, when Rome rifing out of nothing as it were^ 
was elevated almoft to heaveiK It is not to be 
doubted but that citf contains a great number of 
citizens, fuperior in birth and merit to thofe (Iran- 
gers, who on the (Irength of name alone defpifc 
both heaven and earth. Were they virtuous, I 
would allow them to be noble ; but Rome would 
never acknowledge them to be Romans : and were 
they both, they ought not to be preferred to our 
anceftors, the founders of this empire. What 
do the poor people demand? Only that they 
may not be treated in their own city as exiles, and 
excluded the public adminiftration, as. if they had 
the plague. Can any thing be more juft ?'* 

** On this occadon, it may be well to follow 
the counfcl of Ariftotle, and imitate thofe who 
undertake to (Iraighten a crooked tree. Oblige 
thofe noble ftrangers not only to divide with the 
Romans the fenatorfhip, and the other charges 
they have ufurped; but even to give them up, 
till the republic having taken a contrary bend, 
things (hall infenfibly return back to their former 
equality." 

** This is my advice, this is what I fupplicatc 
you to do, and what Rome finking under her ca- 
lamities begs of you with weeping eyes. If you 
do not endeavour to re-cftabli(h her liberty, (he 
fummons you before the awful tributial of the 
Sovereign Judge. Jefus Chrift, who is in the 
midft of you when afTembled, commands you. 
St. Peter and St. Paul, who have infpired the 
Pope to name you above others, defire it of you 
immediately. Liften to their fecret petitions^ 
and you wiH pay no regard to outward folicitati- 

ons. 



B.1V. Petrarch: 71 

ons. Be only occupied with uhat will benefit 
Rome, Italy, the world, and yourfelvcs. Our fini 
have rendered us little worthy of your proteSion : 
but the feat of the Apoftles deferves to be (heher* 
ed from the violence of tyrants ; the temples of 
the faints ought to be forced from thofe robbers 
who have invaded them ; that holy land fprinkied 
with the blood of fo many martyrs, merits furely 
to be faved from the Mood of its citizens, which 
will be inevitably fpilled, if you do not rake fomc 
methods to fupprefs the fury of thefe tyrants,'* 

This letter of Petrarch's was addrcfled to the 
four firft Cardinals. 

The decifion in confequence of this letter of 
Petrarch's to the four commiflary Cardinals, is not 
certain ; as the Pope foon after this fell fick. It 
is probable this affair was not determined. The 
people of Rome themfelves, wearied out with the 
anarchy in which they lived, aflembted together, 
and eleded Johii Cerroni, invefting him with an 
abfohite authority. He was a good citizen, wife 
and prudent, and refpeSed for his probity. The 
nobles did not dare to oppofe this, and it was con- 
firmed by the Pope's Vicar. 

The next affair in debate at Avignon, was the 
cnterprife of John Vifcomti, the brother and fuc- 
ceflbr of Luchin. He was archbiihop, as well as 
governor of Milan, and he aimed at being mafter 
of all Italy. The Pope on this fent a nuncio, to 
re-demand the city of Bologna, which he had 
purchafed ; and to choofe whether he would pof- 
fefs the fpiritual or the temporal power, for both 
could not be united. The Archbifhop, after 
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hearing the meflTage with refped, faid he would 
anfwer it the following Sunday at the cathedrasl. 
The day came ; and after celebrating noafs in his 
pontifical robes, he advanced towards the Legate, 
requiring him to repeat the orders of the Pope on 
the choice of the fpiritual or the temporal : then 
taking the crofs in one hand, and drawing forth a 
naked fword with the other, he faid, *' Behold 
my fpiritual and my temporal : and tell the holy 
father from me, that with the one I will defend 
the other.'* 

The Pope, not content with this anfwer, com- 
menced a procefs againft him, and fummoned him 
to appear in perlbn, on pain of excommunication. 
The Archbifhop received the brief, and promifed 
to obey it. Immediately he fent to Avignon one 
of his fecnetaries, ordering him to retain for his 
ufe all the houfes and ftables that he could hire at 
Avignon, with provifions for the fubfiflence of 
twelve thoufand horfe and fix thoufand foor. 
The fecretary executed his commiffion fo well, 
that the firangers who came to Avignon on bufi- 
nefs, could find no place to lodge in. The Pope 
being informed of this, a^ked the fecretary if the 
Archbiftiop required fo many houfes: the latter 
anfwered, he feared thofe would not be fufficient ; 
becaufe his raafter was coming with eighteen 
thoufand troops, befides a great number of the in- 
habitants of Milan, who would accompany him. 
The Pope, terrified at this account, paid imme- 
diately the expence the fecretary had been at, and 
dlfolifled him with orders to tell the Archbifliop 
that he difpenfed him from this joomey. 

Thbry 
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' There » another anecdote related of thia 
prince: and they all ferre to (hew his artful 
charadxr, and with what apparent modedy and 
fubmiilion ht covered his pride and refolution. 
The Cardinal de Ceccano, going on his legateAiip 
to Rome, paflTed by Milan. The Archbifliop 
vent out to meet him, with fo numerous and 
fplendid a train, and fo many led horfes richly 
hameffed; that in furprife he Ikid to him, 
« Mr. Archbifliop, why all this pomp ?'* " It is/* 
replied he, affeSing an humble air and a foft tone 
of voice, *^ to convince the holy father that he has 
under him a little priell who can do fomething," 

There was an anonymous letter that was alfo 
attributed to this prince ; but it appears more like- 
ly to have been written by Petrarch, from the 
ftyle of irony that runs through it. One day^ 
when the Pope was in full confiftor}', a Cardinal, 
who is not named, let this letter fall in fo cunning 
a manner, that it was brought to the Pope, who 
ordered it to be read in the prefencc of all the 
court. The infcripiion was in thefe terms : 

*^ Leviathan, Prince of darknefs, to Pope 
Clement his vicar, and to the Cardinals his coun- 
fellors and good friends." 

After an enumeration of very dreadful crimes 
which Leviathan afcribes to this corrupt court» 
and on which he makes them great compliments^ 
exhorting them to continue in this noble courfe 
that they may more and more merit his protefii- ' 
on ; he inveighs againft the do£trine of the Apof- 
ties, and turns their plain and fober life into the 
higheft ridicule* ** I know, fays he, that fo far 

Vol. II. E ' ^^^^ 
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from imitating, you have their piety and humility 
in horror and derifion. I have no reproach to 
make you on this account, but that your words do 
not always correfpond with your aftions. Correfk 
this fault if you wifli to be advanced in my king- 
dom." He concludes thus : " Pride, your fuperb 
mother, falutes you ; with your fifters Avarice, 
Lewdnefs, and the reft of your family ; who make 
every day new progrefs under your encourage- 
ment and proteftion. Given from our centre of 
hell, in the prefence of all the devils." The 
Pope and the Cardinals took little notice of this 
letter, and continued the fame courfe of life. 

The third aflFair at the court of Avignon, was 
the peace between Hungary and Naples. Petrarch 
was particularly interelted in this affair, from re-* 
fped to king Robert, regard to queen Joan, and 
fViendftiip for the grand Senechal of that kingdom, 
t^ho became his fecond Mecaenas. His name was 
Nicholas AcciajoU ; his family was originally of 
Brixia, and obtained its name from a commerce 
in nets. It afterwards divided into feveral branches, 
which fpread abroad to- Sicily, England, Hungary, 
and even to Condantinople. One of thefe branches 
was eftablifhed at Florence, and held a diftin- 
guiftied rank there, v;ithout abandoning the com- 
merce it was engaged in. From this branch def- 
cendcd Nicholas AcciajoU. At eighteen he marri- 
ed Margarita Spini, of a rich and illuftrious fa- 
mily ; and three years after, his father fent him 
to Naples, where he had eftabliflied a branch of 
his commerce, which fucceeded fo well, that he 
was able, whenever he wanted them, to lend 
large fums of money to king Robert. His fon 
NicboUs had not his tafte for commerce ; he was 

very 
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very handfome^ hid a fine figure, and an amiable 
difpofition ; but his mind was filled with ambitioii> 
and his head turned on chivalry. He happened to 
pleafe Catharine de Valois, the widow of Philips 
prince of Tarentum, whom they called the cm- 
prefs of Conftantinople ; a woman of gallanitry, 
according to Villani, and of very indiflferent repu- 
tation. She Was one of thofe who contributed to 
the ^atfa. of prince Andrew. The handfome Flo« 
rentine gained fo much favour with this princefs^ 
that (he confided to him the care of her affirirs, 
the educaticm of her children^ and the govern- 
ment of her ftate. Viiiani fays, fhe made him a 
rich and powerful chevalier. Lewis de Taren- 
tum, fon of Catharine, having been fent on an 
expedition into Calabria, at the head of five.hiui'* 
dred horfe ; king Robert gave him Nicholas for 
governor, with orders to do nothing without con- 
fulting him. The young Florentine executed 
this commiflion in a manner that did him great 
honour, and gained him the good graces of his 
pupil, who became extremely attached to him. 

After the death of king Andrew, he contri* 
buted to the marriage of prince Lewis with queen 
Joan, who was too fond of her to a£k with the 
refolution necefiary to accomplifli it himfelf. On 
the arrival of the king of Hungary, having been 
prevented following the Queen his wife, he threw 
himfelf with Nicholas Aciciajoli mto a fnrmll 
fiflier-boat, in which, with great peril coafting 
the fliore, they got to Ercole, and from thence to 
Sienna. Nicholas fet out with the prince for 
Florence, where his brother was biihop; 
but when they entered the confines of the 
republic, the officers of. the govctatOft^M fe^^- 
E a ^ 
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pcd them, fearing to offend the king of Hungary, 
and they retired to an edate which belonged to the 
houfe of Acciajoli. Nicholas got together all the 
money he could> and they embarked in two Ge- 
noefe galleys with the Bifhop of Florence for 
Aiques Mortes, where they landed ; and proceeded 
to V'illeneuve, a town only feparated from Avig- 
non by the Rhone. Nicholas and the Bifliop 
went immediately to the Pope, to inform him of 
the Prince's arrival, and to concert with him the 
means of delivering the Queen from the caftle of 
Aix, where the people kept her as a prifoncr. By 
means of the Pope, and the Duke of Berri, who 
happened to be at Avignon, and who aflured the 
people of Provence fhe had no defign againft 
them, which was their pretence for detaining her, 
fhe obtained her liberty, and was received at Avig- 
non with the ufual honours paid to crowned heads. 
She made her entry there under a canopy of (late, 
furrounded with eighteen cardinals, and feveral 
prelates who went out to meet her. The Pope 
received her in full confiflory, according to the 
general cuftom of receiving princes : and the prince 
of Tarentum, through the intereft of the Accia- 
jolis, was better treated than he hoped for. The 
Pope granted him the ncceflary difpenfations for 
his marriage, touched probably with the fituation 
of the Qiieen, who was big with child. 

During thefe things, the King of Hungary 
had been driven from Naples by the plague ; and 
the Neapolitans, who loved their fovereign, and 
detefted the Hungarians, invited her to return 
Ttrith her huiband. Nicholas Acciajoli was fent 
thither, to examine how things were fituated, and 
prcpafe every thing ncceflary for their reception. 

When 
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When he came tfaefe» he engaged b tie Qi^en's 
fervice that funous duke Wamer, who had ferved 
the King of Hungary at the head of twelve hun- 
dred vatn, and wa$ not fatisfied with his fornner 
mafter. Finding every thing well-difpofed to the 
Ql^een^ he prefled her to fet out immediately for 
Naples. But money was wanting for this pur- 
pofe ; and this determined her to ftU the city of 
Avignon to the Pope, for fourfcoie thoufand florins. 
This fum not being fufEcient, (he pawned her 
jewels; and having coDeded a little army in 
hade, ihe embarked at Marfeilles with her huf- 
band^ and arrived at Naples in Aiiguft, where ihe 
was received with tranfport. She loaded all thofe 
with benefits who had given her proofs of zcarl 
and fidelity. Nicholas Acciajoli had the office of 
grand fenechal, and the adminiftration of public 
affairs, as a reward for his great fervices. There 
were however many troops in garrlfon in feveral of 
the principal towns ; and war was carried on be^ 
tween thefe and the Neapolitans, till the King of 
Hungary returning to Naples in 1350, became 
again conqueror ; and Joan and her hulband were 
obliged to take refuge at Gayette, waiting for i}\fi 
negociations of the Pope to procure peace. At 
Arllj as we have feen, the King of Hungary would 
not hear of it : but at laft, whether he was weary 
of a war at fuch a diflance from his kingdom, and 
which had cod him fo much; or whether his r^< 
fentment was abated with time ; or out of com- 
plaifance for the Pope, whom he regarded ; hic 
confented to a truce, on condition that vf after fi 
procefs the Queen was found guilty, (he fliould 
be deprived of her kingdom ; if innocent, he pro- 
mifed to reftore all the places he pofftfTed be- 
longing 
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longing to her, on the payment of three hundred 
thoufand florins for the expence of the war. 

The procefs of Joan was not eafy to deter- 
mine. There were many depofitions againft her, 
but no witnefles. At laft, an expedient was 
found to fintfti it. Joan proved, by the depofition 
of feveral perfons, that they had given her a 
charm which had infpired her with fuch an ex- 
treme averfion for her hufband, that the perfons at- 
tached to her thought it would be ferving her to 
-put him to death ; and that (he had thus influenced 
towards it, without being culpable. On this de- 
pofition, the judges declared her innocent of the 
•witchcraft, and its confequences. The King of 
Hungary, quite tired out, agreed to a decifion 
•worthy of the age in which- it was invented. 
The peace was figned at Avignon this year, 1352, 
by the ambaffadors of the two powers, and rati- 
fied by the Pope. He acknowledged Lewis de 
Tarentum King of Naples, and gave orders for 
his coronation, but that he (hould claim no right 
to the crown. This gave the greateft joy to 
Nicholas Acciajoli, who might be faid to have 
put the crown of Naples on the head of his 
pupil, by firft accomplifhing this marriage, then 
fupporting him by his valour and (kilful manage- 
ment, and proteSing and befriending him in his 
greateft adverfities. The union of Petrarch with 
the grand fenechal, feems to have been formed by 
Boccace, Zanobie, and the prior of the holy 
Apoftles, friends to both. 

Petrarch wrote a letter to him on this event, 
as follows : . 

" Illustrious 
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*^ Illustrious man! At Uft viSory is 
yours I Thanks to your zeal> your prince (hall be 
enthroned, notwitt^anding the efforts of envy. 
The luftre of his crown^ and the ferenity of hia 
countenance, are going to diflipate the cloods 
with which Italy was covered. After fo oiaiiy 
labours and perils, do not think you may repofe. 
What remains for you to do^ is far more difficult 
and more imix}rtant..than what you have done. 
You miift coUe&all the flrengtb of mind you are 
known to poffefs, to govern that kingdom with 
juftice which you have acquired with glory. You 
have draggled, with fortune in lOdverfity, and have 
been vidor : you! mttft noW combat her in pro^ 
perity. She it the iaineefaemy)' her appearance 
is only changed-: and ihe is mort difficult to fub- 
due under the form, of an enchantrefs, th^n any 
other. She has conquered mighty heroes ! HaiK 
nibal, who overcame at Canna, was enflaved by 
pleafuFC at Capua." . 

u Yp'uR prince, is young i.:but hia uodirrftanck- 
ing Vs ripey and he proalifes' great. jthingSij After 
having weathered %thSuhnd tcmpefls by fea and 
by land,, and conduded him over rocks and pre- 
cipices to the utmoft point of grcatnefs, teach him 
to preferve the dignity: he. h^ acquired, and prove 
that thefceptre hereditary in. his family, was due 
to his virtue more, than his birth. It is more hor 
nourable to be'-raifed, than born to a throne; 
ha7^rd beflows the one, ^ but merit obtains the 
other. Teach him to ferve his God, to love his 
country, and to render exa6t juftice^ without 
which no kingdom can endure. Let him accuC- 
tom himfdf to defire nothing but honottr, and to 

. foar 
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fear nothing but fhame. Let him know that the 
higher he is elevated, the lefs he can be con- 
cealed ; that the more power he has, the lefs he 
ought to allow himfelf ; and that a king (hould be 
diftinguifhed by his manners, more than by his 
robes. Keep him at a diflance in general from 
the extremes either of prodigality or avarice ; 
virtue lies between them both. Neverthelefs, he 
fhould be fparing of his time, and profufe of his 
private money, that it may circulate in his king- 
dom, and not lie ufelefs in his treafury. The 
mafter of a rich eftate can never be poor. Let 
him never forget the fpeech of that Roman, * I 
will not have any goldj but I love to reign over 
thofe who have.' . Let him not think himfelf 
happy or a true king, till he has relieved his king- 
dom from its calamities, repaired its ruins, ex- 
tinguifhed tyranny, and re-eftabli(hed peace and 
freedom. Salluft fays, that a kingdom ought to 
be always prefent to the mind of its mafter. The 
fureft guard of kings is not armies and treafures, 
but friends : and they are only acquired by benefi- 
cence and juftice. * Wc muft deliberate before 
we choofe them, fays Seneca, but when once 
chofen, place in them an entire confidence." 

" It is important, but not eafy, to'diftinguifli 
a true friend from an agreeable enemy ; juft praifes 
are fpurs to virtue, but flatteries are a fubtile poi- 
fon. We (hould not brealfi lightly with a friend, 
nor of a fudden. According to the old proverb, 
* We muft tinrip, not tear away.' It is an error 
to fuppofe we (hall be loved by thofe to whom we 
are not attached, and an injuftice to exa3; from 
them more than we can give. Nothing is freer 
than the heart : it will bear no yoke, it knows no 

mafter. 
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mafter^ but love. Never fuffcr yoar king to open 
his foul to fufpicion, or lend his ear to informcn : 
but let him defpife flanderers^ and confound them 
by the virtue of his condud ! Auguflus wrote 
thus to Tiberius^ * Let us permit men to fpetk 
evil of us ; is it not fuffictent that they cannot do 
it ? Does the power of God himfclf (helter him 
from the bUfphemies of the impious ?' Let him 
permit others to feek to divine his fecrets ; but 
never kt him feek to divine the fecrets of others. 
Let him reaUy be what he would appear ; then 
will he have no intereft to hide, and will no nx>re 
fear the obfervations of his enemy, than ihece- 
gards of his friend. Scipio brought into his 
camp with the fame confidence the fpies of the 
Romans and Carthaginians. Julius Caefar fent 
back Domitiusy after taking him prifoner ; de- 
fpifed Labienus the deferter, though acquainted 
with his fecrets ; and often burnt the difpatcbes of 
the enemies, without readir^ them.'' 

" The title of Sereniilime b given to Sting-, 
to teach them that their rank places them above 
the feat of the paffions^ and that they ought to be 
inaccefliUe to aH the tempefts they raife. Nothing 
is more dai^rons than a king who deceives ; no« 
thing more Ridiculous for himiblf^ or more fatal- 
to his fubje3s. On Us word is eibbltfhed their 
hope and tranquillity.. Why (hould he be falfe, 
whole intereft it is that aM under him (hould be 
true ? Nor let him be ungrateful : for ingratitude 
deftroys the very (inews of a-ftate. He ought to 
refufe hirofelf to no one. Teach him that he if 
not born for himfelf, but for the republic ; and 
that he is in his proper employnient,. when oc^ 
eupied with the affairs of his fub\o6L^. ^^ xtc^ 
E 5. ^^s6fe 
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work for their bappinefs, and watch for their pre- 
fervation. There is nothing niore glorious : but 
nothing is more toilfome. It is a delightful and 
honourable ftrvitude. Prompt to recompenfe, 
(low to punifli, a good king ought to treat crimi- 
nals as a good furgeon treats his patients, with all 
the care and tendernefs pofTible, (bedding tears for 
the pain he is obliged to give. A king muft not 
punifh aguilty fubje6^as he would a proud enemy ; 
but ever have this maxim engraved on his hearty 
Clemency and virtue affimilate to God." 

'^ In fine, a king ought to ferve as the model 
of his fubjefts. By his charaSer they ought to 
regulate their own. He is refponfible for all the 
Climes they commit after his example. Let your 
prince be irreproachable in his manners. Teach 
hitn to defpife luxury, and trample voluptuoufnefs 
Hinder his feet. Let him fufFer no debauchery in 
his kingdom, and above all, in his armies. Horfes, 
books, and arms, thefe ought to be his amufe- 
xnents ; war, peace, ^d juftice, his occupations. 
Let him read the lives of illnftrious men, that he 
may form himfelf after them. He fliould con- 
fider them as his models and guides in the path to 
glory. Their great aQions will warm his foul, 
and fpur him on to the like. O how glorious is 
that amb tion that fprings from virtue! You may 
prefent to your prince a pattern of every virtue, 
without going far. If love docs not blind me, I 
know no one more perfefl than that of his uncle, 
(he divine king Robert ; whofe death ha^ proved, 
by the calamities that have followed it, how ne<- 
ceflary his liie was to his people. He was great, 
wife^ kind, and magnanimous ! In a word, he was 

the 
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the king of kings! His nqphew can do nothing 
better than tread in his lUps." 

'* You feel, my lord, the burden with which 
you are charged ; but a great man finds nothing 
hard or weighty, when he is fure he is beloved. At 
the4iead of your pupil's cdunfels, the confidant of 
all his fecrets ; you are as dear to him as Chiroa 
was to Adi^U^f. ^ Achates to ^neas, and a$ 
Lelius to Scipio. Compleat what you have be* 
gun : love accompliihes all things ; he who par- 
takes the honour, fhould participate in the labour. 
Adieu ! You are the glory of our country, ani 
of your own. I have faid a great deal ; but I have 
left much more unfaid." 

Petrarch made ufe of the fame courier to 
anfwer a letter of Barbatus de Sulmone, who la* 
mented he had not found him at Rome when he 
went to gain the jubilee, and begged he would 
fend him his Africa. " You fpeak of our not 
meeting, at Rome as a misfortune; I hold it to 
have been providential. If we had met in that 
^reat city we fhould have«been more 9ccupied with 
the arts and fciences, than with our fouls ; and 
fhould have fought to ornament our underfland* 
jngs, rather than to purify our hearts. The 
fciences are moft agreeable food for the mind; 
but what a void do they leave in the heart, if 
thej are, not direaed to their .true a?id pcrfe<a end t 
As to my Africa^ if it ever, fees the day.it fhall 
vifit you ; but it has languifhed of late through 
.the negligence of its mailer, and the obdacles of 
fortune/* 

*^ I AW 
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** I AM now freed from many embarraflinentSy 
and my mind approaches rather nearer that point 
to which it ought to arrive. I hope, however to 
be always making fome little progrefs, and to be 
learning fomething every day, till death clofes my 
eyes : at leaft, as faid a wife old man, I will ftrive 
fo to do ; and what gives me hopes I (hall fucceed 
Is^ the pai&ons that troubled my foul have almoft 
ceafed to torment me ; and I flatter myfelf in a 
Kttle time to be wholly exempted from their power. 
Adieu^ my dear Barbatus, if we (hould not be 
able to meet in thhs worlds we ihall fee one ano- 
ther again i^^ the heavenly Jerufalem I** 
Avignon^i I35^ 

The Pope^s ficknefs detained Petrarch a long 
time at Avijnon, and retarded the decifion of the 
grcateft aflFairs : it began about autumn. A ma* 
Tignant humour broke out in his face, it fwclled 
prodigioufly, and he was judged to be in great 
danger. In the month of December his condition 
terribly alarmed thofe who were interefted in 
him. He was a little better in January, and they 
profited by this gleam of health to aflemble the 
eonfiAories for neceffary bufinefs ; in one of which 
the affair of Naples was decided: but this was 
only a falfe hope ; and we fee by a fetter of Pe- 
trarch to the bifhop of Cavaillon, that he relapfed 
foon after. T'l^is prelate went and pafled ftve 
days at Vauclufe, without acquainting Petrarch^ 
who comptaias of it in a letter, as fellows : 

" An'd coukt you pafs five days ^without me 
in my Tranfalpine Helicon ? I was fo near to you, 
that had you wanted any thing eafy to procure, I 
ihould h^yt heaid if you had called me. Why 

did 
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did you envy me this fweet confolation ? I ihould 
complain bitteriy^ if you had not compenfated 
your negligence to roe, by your indulgence to my 
works^ with which 1 find you have pafled the 
days and the nights. It is not conceiveable that 
in the midft of fo many poets, biftorians, philo- 
fophersy and faints, you (hould give the prefe- 
rence to my trifles. I owe this to your tender 
blindnefs for me. My houfe-keeper tells me- you 
had a nund to carry away fome of my books, and 
did not dare to do it without my confent. Ought 
I not from this to fear fome coolnefs on ymr 
part ? Ufe your pleafure, my dear father I Do 
not you know that all I have is yours ?" 

"I CARRIED your letter to Cardinal Tait- 
lerand, our mafter. He thanks you ; and orders 
me to tell you he has long determined never to 
importune the Pope for any advantage to himfelf. 
He is inacceiHble to all inordinate delires : it is 
rather to the turn of his mind than the great- 
nefs of his fortune, he owes this manner of 
thinking. You know the public news. The 
king of Sicily has at laft obtained the crown 
he has fighed for fo long. God grant that hits 
peace with the king of Hungary may be lafting. 
Our Pope came back from death's door, and b 
returned thither again. He would have been well 
long ago, if he had not about him a gang of 
phyiicians, whom I look on as the plagues ot the 
rich. Cardinsd d'Oftio is this moment cxprring: 
he has lived long enough, according to nature ^ 
but his dieath is a ]ek to the republic." 

In the beginning of March, the Pope fent ft 
young man on fome bufinefs to PetratcVv. ^^^ 
enquiring about the Pow'^ ^vfcx^^T^ V^ ^^\5^^ 

\ 
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the young man exprefsly to defire the Pontiff from 
him to take care of the phyiicians, and recoiled 
the epitaph of that Emperor : 

^^ I was killed by the multitude of phyficians.". 

The young man, who was extremely ignorant, 
related what had been told him in a very dark and 
confufed manner. The Pope, who highly ef-r 
teemed the fentiments of Petrarch, fent the young 
man back to him, with an order to- write down 
what was told him. In obedience to this order^ 
Petrarch wrote the following letter : 

" HotY father! I fliudder at the account of 
your fever ! Compare me not, however^ to thofe 
flatterers whom the fatirifl defcribes, who are 
drowned in tears if they fee a friend cry, or who 
fweat when he fays I ani hot. I rather refemble 
the man of whom Cicero fpeaks, who trembled 
for the welfare of Rome fo^caufe his own was 
concerned: my health depends upon yours. I 
will trouble you with few words ; confcious who 
it is that addrefles the divine ears of bis holy far- 
ther, and of the ftate he is in at prefent.'' 

♦' I TREMBLE to fee your bed always fur- 
rounded with phyficians, who are never agreed, 
'becaufe it would be a reproach for. the fecond to 
.think as the iirft, and only repeajt what he had faid 
•before. * It is not to be doublred, as Pliny fays, that, 
deiiring to raife a name by their difcoveries, they 
make experiments upon us, and thus barter away 
our lives.' We fee in this profeflion what we fee 
in no other. We confide at once in thofe who 
call tbcmkUcs phyficians^ though there is nothing 

b 
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fo dangerons as a miflake in this matter : but a 
flattering hope hides the danger. And there is 
no law for the puniflmient of extreme ignorance* 
no example of revenge. Pbyficians learn their 
trade at our exp^nce : by the means of killing, 
they become perfed in the art of curing ; and 
they alone are permitted to murder with impa- 
iiity.'* 

'^ .Holy father I Confujer as your enemies, 
the crowd of pbyficians that befet you. It is in 
pur age we biehold verified the predidion of old 
Catp9 who announced that corruption would be 
generalf when the Greeks fhould have tranfmitted 
the fciences, and above all, the art of phyfic. 
Whole nations have done without this art, and 
were perhaps much better, and lived longer than 
we do. The Roman republic, according to Pli- 
ny, vas without pbyficians for fix hundred years, 
and was neVer in a more flouriihing (late. But 
fince it is now decided that we are neither to live 
nor die without them ; at lead make a choice 
from the multitude, and feled not the man who 
can difplay the mofi eloquence or knowledge, but 
who has the mofl attachment towards you. For* 
getting their profeffion, they iflue from their re«> 
treats to make irruptions into the foreils of poett^ 
and the fields of orators. More occupied witk 
(hining than with curing, they brawl round a fick** 
bed, making a jumble of the thoughts of Cicero, 
and the. aphorifms of Hippocrates. The fickneis 
increafes ; no matter, if they fucceed in fine (ay- 
ings, and cad gain a chara&er for eloquence. Ta 
avoid the reproaches your pbyficians might caft 00 
me, I have uttered nothing which is not driwn 
fron^ Pliny, who has faid more of this profeflioD 
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than of any other; and who alfo writes thus, ' A 
phyfician that has the gift of a fluent fpeech, be- 
comes the arbiter of our life or death.'^ 

«« The intereft that I take, holy father, m 
your prefervation, carries me fiirther than I in- 
tended. I will add but one word more: look 
upon that phyfician as an afiaflin, who has more 
prate than experience, more noife than wifdom. 
Say to him, as the old man in Plautus, ** Go 
about your bufinefs : you was fent for to cure, and 
not to harangue." Add to this, a good diet, and 
above all, a cheerful mind which is never difcou- 
raged. By thefe means, reftoring yourfelf to 
health, you will preferve the welfare of your fer- 
vants, and of the church, which, while you are 
fick, mud languifli and decay." 

Petrarch pafled the month of April at Vau*- 
clufe. Every thing, particularly the fixth of 
that month, recalled to* him the remembrance of 
Laura. 

** When I am featedon my green enamelled 
^' bank, when I hear the warbling of the birds, 
^' the ruflting of the leaves, agitated by the ze-* 
•* phyr, or the murmurs of my clear ftream ; I 
•• think I fee, I hear her, whom earth conceab,. 
** and whom Heaven will bring to light. From 
*' afar (he anfwers to my ffghs, and alks me with 
*• kindnefs, why I ttitd fo many tears! * Ought 
•* you to complain ? fays (he. My death has 
^ rendered me immortal; and" my eyes that ap^ 
" pear clofed, arc opened toevcrMing light !" 

** T»ER1 
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^f There is no place fo favourable .to the date 
" of my heart, or where I enjoy greater liberty. 
'^ In thefe delightful valleys, there are a thoufand 
*^ hidden retreats formed for tender fighs ; love 
** has not in Cytherus, Gnidus, or Paphos, fuch 
^' delightful afylums as thefe. All the objeda 
^ around talk to me of love ! All invite me to 
" love for ever 1" 

** How often trembling and alone, do I feek 
<'. Laura in thefe (hades ! Bled foul I who doft 
*.^ enlighten my dark and gloomy nights ; what 
'* tranfports do I /eel, when ypu thus cheer me 
^* by your prefence P* 

'* Oh death ! in one fad moment you burft 
'* afunder the bond that united the molt virtuous 
'* foul with the moft perfed form I In one fad 
" moment you deprived me of my all ! I am wea.- 
" ry of every thing around me : but Laura pities : 
'^ (he fometimes comes to my relief. Ah 1 could 
'* I paint her heavenly attraftions, could I exprefs 
** the charms of her immortal mind, when (he 
^' deigns to re-vifit earth, and confoles me with 
" her divine converfe, I (hould move to compaf- 
" (ion the flinty heart ! 

** Zephyrus returns; he brings with him 
" the mild feafon, the flowers, herbs, and grafs, 
^* his dear children. Progne warbles, Philomela 
*• fighs, the heavens become ferene, and the val- 
** leys fmile. Love re-animates the air, the 
'^ earth, and the fea : all creatures feel his fove- 
** reign power. But alas ! this charming feafon 
** can only renew my fighs ! The melody of the 
^' birds, the fplendour of the flowers, the channs 
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** of beauty, art in my eyes like the moft gloomy 
** defarts; for Laura is no more !'* 



While Petrarch was leading this folitary life 
At Vaudufe, the phyficians at Avignon, extreme- 
ly irritated with what he had faid of them in the 
Pope's letter^ inveighed furioufly againft him. 
One of ihem, born in I he mountains, and now- 
grown old and toothlefs, thinking it neceflary to 
revenge the caufe of the faculty, caballed againft 
him, and wrote a letter full of the moft atrocious 
inveSives, in which he threatened he would 
write Philipics againft Petrarch, more . pointed 
than tbofe of Cicero or Demoftheilfei. ** I did 
not difcover at firft, fays Petrarch, the author of 
this letter : ftruck in the ^ark by bJifus, I feared 
Ifeft returning it I iftiight hit ^urialus. At laft'l 
found out it was the produ3ion of a moun- 
taineer." 

At this time there' was a report that the Em- 
peror was going to enter Italy. Petrarch, who 
wis always foUcitous for the glory of his country, 
and had long wiftied for this event, wrote the- fol- 
lowing anfwer to an Abbe in Italy, who had in- 
formed him it was a falfe report : 

*' I AM forry to h^ar it. The journey w6uld 
have been glorious to Caefar, aiid ufeJFul to the 
world. But I believe he ii contented to live; arid 
has no ambition to reign. If he (huts himfelf up 
in Germany, and abandons Italy, he may. be Em- 
peror of the Teutons, but he will never be Em- 
peror of Rome. It is not furprifing that neither 
letters nor difcourfes have made any impreflion on ^ 
hbn} when glory, the merit of a gpoda&ion, ^nd 
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the fineft occafion of undertaking it, can have no 
effea. I (hould be furprifed and diarefled at this 
news, if I had not learned by experience, that we 
ought not to embarrafs ourfelves with the thingii 
of this world, and that all done therein refemUes 
a fpider's web. For what then (hould I grieve ? 
I am only a pilgrim, a traveller on earth ; for 
few or many years, as it (hall be decreed. When 
I die, I (hall go to my own country. Italy will 
be always where it is, between the Alps and the 
two feas. If an earthly emperor denies it fuccour, 
it will meet with aid from the Emperor of 
heaven !" 

All the world, and particularly the people of 
Avignon were defirous of feeing Petrarch's letters. 
Thofe who received them were fo delighted with 
their fpirit, they could not help (hewing them to 
their friends. As there was keen fatire in many of 
them, this raifed him enemies ; and they accufed 
him of having attacked the authority of the Pope, 
in his folicitude to have the holy fee removed to 
Rome. One of his friends, who had been the in- 
nocent caufe of thefe commotions, faid to him, 
** You are very hardy to attack the phyficians : 
do not you then fear the maladies for which they 
mud be confulted ?'* ** I am not immortal, replied 
Petrarch, but (hovld thefe diforders attack me, I 
exped nothing from their fkill. I do not repent 
I have wounded them by the truth ; if this makes 
enemies, I (hall have enough, or I muft keep filence 
for ever. With refpe6l to the holy See, I know 
that Peter's chair was every where with him, and 
that it is at prefent wherever his fuccelTor is found : 
though there are places more holy and convenient 
than others : the matter of the houfc chufes that 
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which pleafes hittif and honours that which he 
prefers; the mifreprefentations of my cenfurers 
never entered into my mind. I never prefume to 
prefcribe the feat where the mader of all places 
(hould be fixed. I have not drawn my opinion 
from the flender fountain of the decretals, but 
from the fource of St. Jerome ; who fays, if we 
feek for authority, the world is greater than a 
city. Wherever the Bifliop (hall be, at Rome, 
Conftantioople, or Alexandria; it is always the 
fame power and the fame priefthood. What I 
fay, and what I have faid, is this : In whatever 
place the chair of St. P^ter is fixed, it is honour- 
able to be feated in it." Thefe afperfions gave 
rife to fome letters of juftification, which are called 
the inveftives of Petrarch ; and to a work folici- 
toufly defired by the friends of Petrarch, and 
much more valuable than the former, which he 
ftiled his letter to pofterity, from whence many 
things in thefe memoirs are taken, and which were 
negleSed by the former biographers of Pe- 
trarch. 

At this time Cardinal Gui de Boulogne loft 
his mother, the wife of Robert the feventh Count 
of Auvergne and Boulogne. This pious princefs 
after having been at Rome to gain the jubilee, re- 
tired into the convent of the Clariftes, where (he 
had a daughter who was a nun, and (he died foon 
after. The Cardinal, who was extremely fond of 
her, was fenfibly touched with this lofs, and re- 
ceived a confolatory letter from Petrarch, who m 
it nientions the great care of his mother from the 
beginning of life, and that (he had even boriie the 
burthen of this beloved fon a month longer than 
i;iual 

The 
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Th£ BUhop of Florence, who was then it 
Av^noa, and juft fetting out for his diocefe, told 
Petrarch he would not quit the country, rill he 
had feen the marvellous fountain of Vauclufe. 
<^' I (hall be glad alfo, added he, to behold you in 
your heitnitage, and to judge myfelf of the life 
you lead there. I am going to vifit the monaftery 
of St. Anthony ; as I return you may depend on 
feeing me." Petrarch, who knew this prelate 
was a man of his word, and expeditious in his 
operations, made hade to Vauclufe to prepare for 
a perfon of his rank, and colleSed every delicacy 
the country afforded. On the day this prelate was 
expeded, every thing was ready. It ft ruck twelve, 
but no Bifhop appeared. Petrarch who had been 
at the expence of a great feaft, grew very impati- 
ent, and in his agitation imagined thefe lines to 
the prior of the holy Apoftles : 

" There is no more faiih in the Vorld. 
We can depend on no one : the more I fee, the 
more I feel this. Even your Biftiop, on whom 
I thought I might fafely rely, he deceives me. 
He promifed to dine with me to-day. I have 
done for him what I never did for any one : I have 
put my houfe into commotion, to treat him well ; 
a condud quite oppofite to my charader. He 
fears, no doubt, that he (hall meet with the re- 
pad of a poet ; and deigns not to vifit the place 
where the great king Robert, where Cardinals and 
Princes have been, fome to fee the fountain, 
others, (hall I have the vanity to fay it, to vifit 
me. But if I am unworthy to receive fuch a 
guefl, it feems to me he is ftill more fo for 
breaking his word." • 
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W^LE Petrarch w^ii th<ls fikntly iKtfntiQg his 
{MSTtorhttioM^ he beafd a fTt$t ti6iS^ i it was the* 
EUfliopi who was ji^ m-nvcd. Whea they were 
at t^leji the difconrfe fell upon Nicholas Acda- 
J9li« the Senechal of Naiple^. The BUhop told 
Petrarch he had quaMlled with his beft friend^ 
John Barr\li^ one pf the greateft lords in the court 
of Naple$. ** I .am grieyed iit iUs' qukrrd^ &id 
the BUhop^ Yoi;i are • the friend of ' bolh^ and 
Ihould noake it up between tbem.'^ Petrai^h un-^ 
dertook it; and to bring it to bear, he wrote a 
letter to both united, wbi<^h was to be only opened 
and read by them together: it contained the 
ftrongeft motives for their reconciliation^ At the 
fame time he wrote one to each of them in pri- 
vate; which was kind, infinuatii^ and tending 
to the fame ,end. He concluded bjr befeeching 
them to give one whole day to the reading that 
letter addrefTed to both. The grand Senechal had 
wrote to Petrarch that he would raife a Parnaflus 
to him, between Salemus and Mount Vefuvius. 
He replied, though he had already two,: be would 
not refufe that he ofiercd him: " Confccrated 
under your aufpices, fays he, this • new Pamaffus 
cannot but delight me." 

All thefe letters, dated the 24th of May 
1352, were given to the Bifliop, who took leave 
of Petrarcli, and fet out for Florence. Some 
months after, he received anfwers firom the grand 
Senechal, which informed him his ftratagem had 
fuccecded beyond what he could have hoped, and 
that it had brought about a perfed reconcilia- 
tion. 

Petrarch 
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PstrArc« obtained 'for his foil John this yetr^ 
a Canonfhip ^t- Verona. He might have pn^ 
cured bim elfewfaere a mbre advantageous fituatioo;' 
but as this young infui was at that critical age 
when the paflk)ns begin to unfold^ he rather chofe 
to put him under the care of his two friendsy 
Willia(a de Faftrcngo, and Renaud de ViUe- 
franche,~botfa efiablifhed at Verona. He ordered 
him; to iet out immediately to* take pofTeflion ot 
this benefice, with 'tte* letters (or hisfriends, tdf 
whom he reconimended the young Canon, and- 
befought them earneftly ta watch over his cbn- 
duQt. To Renaud he committed the improve- 
ment of his underftandtng ; * to -William, the 
fbntiing of his charader, and Regulation of his 
manners. This is the pI3pre Petrarch 'gives- of 
his fon^ iti his letter to Renaud r 



*^* You well kqow the young man I fend jrou,' 
unlefs a fudden alteration in hihi fhould prevent it. 
You are well convinced how dear he is to me. 
It was his defliny to quit an able mafter at a very 
tender age. As far as I can judge, he has a tolera-* 
ble uriderfiatiding : but I am not certain of thb, for 
I do not fufficiently know him. When he is with 
me, he always keeps filence: whether my prei-' 
fence confiifes or is irkfome to him, I know not ; 
or whether the (hame of his ignorance clofes his 
UpS. I doubt it is the latter; for I perceive but 
too clearly his antipathy for letters : I never faw 
it ftronger in any one ; he dreads and detefts no^ 
thing fo much as a book : yet he has been-brought 
up at Parma, at Verona, and Padua.** 

" I SOMETIMES direft a few (harp pleafan- 
tries at this difpofition, • Take care, I fay, left 
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ra(hould eclipfe your neighbour Virgil !' When 
k in this manHery he looks down, and blulhes. 
On this behaviour alone I build my hope. He 
hai modeftyt and a docility which renders him 
Aifceptible of every impreifion made on hino." 

Ih the month of June 1352, the people of 
Avignon beheld a very extraordmary fpedacle : 
this was the entrance of that formidable Trij^une, 
Rienzi. We (hall here relate the circumftances 
that befel him after his fall, and that brought him 
to the tribunal of the Pope. 

ArTSK he left the capitoI, he hid himfelf in 
the caftle of St. Ange. But ftill in hopes of fome 
diange> he got an angel painted on the walls of 
t church, with the arms of Rome, holdii^ in 
her hand a croTs with a dove at the top, aad 
trampling under her fcet an afp, a bafililk^ a lioo, 
and a dngon ; and he went in di%uire to behold 
the ttkCt this painting produced. When he (aw 
the people cover it with mud, he found hi^ power 
was at an end : he fet out the next day for Naples^ 
where he arrived in January 1348. TheKii^ of 
Hungarr, then mafter of it, received Riooi 
Undly, with whom be had fame tioae had a fe- 
Cftt cortefjpoihlence* Tlie news of this diAuibcd 
the P^of^, who bv htt Kgate duked the priaoe to 
fcol to httB that petrerfe aad »^™M*"^iy^ i^td 
iMmic Wlietber the King of H«es«Tfeai«rf 
to diljf4ejife the IVifCt oc percen^d thit* Rksti 
vrKa mainafteot to be leied vpoi^ he wfaok 
hum. H< thea wtst oiver to I>ahe Wanaer, aaii 
otnoed luaa to tr-csbbSAi him ^ Rcnx ; btc 3::s 
^ sict iMcceoL ry a v j R t iay SEoircif a^iaiiKiBed 
t*- aS t^ wiKif^ a:af wi^MC rdcorot, ^ «:sr« 
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dered about Italy for fome time, and then retired 
among the hermits of Mount Majeila, where he 
pafledthe year 1349. In the year of the jubilee^ 
1350^ he mixed indifguife with the Grangers who 
went to Rome, and found that city more likely to 
favour his attempts, from the diforders that again 
took place in it. There was a (edition fuppofcd 
to be of his. raifmg. A mob beficged the Le- 
gate's palace, and two arrows fhct at him from 
an iron gate, one of which pierced through his 
hat, but did not wound him. The CarJina^, who 
knew that Rienzi was at Rome, wrote to the Pope 
what he thought of this matter, and fent him the 
arrow with his letter. 

The Pope wrote to the Legate to coniinuc the 
proceedings againft Rienzi ; and if he could lay 
hold of him, to fend him to Avignon : in the 
mean time, to declare him incapable of rfny office^ 
and to interdid him fire and water. Rienzi, on 
this, was determined to throw himfelf *on the pro- 
teSion of the Emperor Charles, though he had 
offended him when he was governor in Rome, by 
citing him to his tribunal ; but he believed this 
prince was too generous to take revenge on an 
enemy who delivered himftlf up to his mercy. 

He fet out therefore from Rome, difguifed as 
uiual with the caravans of pilgrims ; and went to 
Prague, where the Emperor, who was alfo King 
of Bohemia, held hi^ court. He went firfl to 
the houfe of a Florentine apothecary, whom he 
defired to go with him to the Emperor, to whom 
he addrefTed this fingular fpeech : " There is at 
Mount Majella a hermit called Brother Ange, 
who has fent an ambaflador to the Pope, and who 

Vol. II. F VrsA^ 
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in flopping this fen of Belial ; and dcflred he 
might bie fent him under a good gtiud, nr take his 
triidat Prague, if hechofe it. But Ricn/.i when 
he heard this, demanded to be fent in peifon to the 
Pope ; faid he was ready to fubmit to his judg- 
ment, and to be puniflied if he was found guihy. 
He wrote for this purpofe a long letter to Cardinal 
Gui de Boulogne, whofe immenfe bounty, fays he, 
I have proved ; and to defire that after his exa- 
mination he might be permitted to take the habit 
of St, John of Jerufalcm, having wiihcd everfincc 
his Bill toconfecrate himfelf to that holy order : 
my marriage ought not to be an obftade, added 
he, becaufe my little wife will lx!come a religious 
as well as my felf. It appears by this letter of 
Rienzi, that his wife, his children, his nephews, 
and his fifter were hid at Prague, and lived upon 
charity. From the prifons of Prague he was 
brought to thofe of Limoges, and did not get to 
Avignon rill this year. In all the places through 
which he paffed the people came out to meet him, 
and offered him deliverance, to which he always 
anfwered, that he went freely and of his o^ti ac- 
cord to Avignon. His march had more the air of 
a conqueror than a criminal. Petrarch fpeaks of 
h thus : " This Tribune, formerly fo powerful, 
fo dreaded, now the moft unhappy of men, has 
been brought here as a prifoner ; I praifed and I 
advifed him ; I loved his virtue and I admired his 
courage : I thought Rome was going to refume 
under him the empire fhe formerly held ; and that 
in exciting the emulation of Rienzi I ihould par- 
ticipate his glory. Ah I if he had continued as 
he began, he would have been praifed and admired 
by all the world. This man who made the wicked 
tremble, and gave the brighteft hopes to the goody 
F % U 
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is come before this court humbled and defpifed. 
He who was never feen without a train of the 
greateft lords in Italy, and a multitude of people^ 
marches now between two ferjeants ! The popu- 
lace run out to meet him, eager to fee the man of 
whom they have heard fo much." 

** The moment he arrived, the fovereign Pon- 
tiff committed his caufe to three princes of the 
church, to determine his puniihment." 

•* In entering the city, he afked if I was there ? 
I knew not whether he hoped in me for fuccour ; 
or what I could do to ferve him." 

'' In the procefs againft him they accufe him 
of nothing criminal : they do not even impute to 
him the having joined with bad men, the aban- 
doning the public caufe, or the having fled from 
the capitol when he might have lived and died 
there with honour. It is his undertaking, not the 
end they reproach him with. In my mind what 
they accufe him of is to his glory ; that the re- 
public (hould be free, and that at Rome only they 
ihould treat of the aflfkirs of the republic. And is 
this a crime worthy of the wheel and of the gib- 
bet ? A Roman citizen affiled to fee his country, 
which is by right the miftrefs of the world, become 
the (lave of the vileft men ! 1 his is the founda* 
tion of his charge ! It now remains to be deter- 
mined what is the punilhnient due to fuch a crime. 
His beginning was glorious ; but all on a fudden 
he chained his condud. I uTote him a fevere 
letter on the occafion : he abandoned the good and 
delivered himfelf over to the wicked, but of this 

he 
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he is not accufed : whatever be his end his begins 
ning is ever to be admired.'* 

Clement was glad to have Rienzi in his 
power ; he was brought before him, and did not 
appear the lead difconcerted. He maintained that 
they accufed him unjuftly of herefy, and demanded 
that his caufe fhould be re-examined with more 
equity. The Pope made him no anfwer, and or- 
dered them to put him in the prifcn prepared for 
him. It was a high tower in which he was (hut 
up, faflened by the foot with a chain which hung 
from the top: excepting this he w*as treated with 
mildnefs, and fupplied from the Pope's kitchen ; 
and they gave him books, among others Livy and 
the bible, for of thcfe he was particularly fond. 
We are not told who were the three princes of 
the church to whom his caufe was committed, but 
it is fuppofed they were the Cardinals of Boulogne^ 
of Taillerand and of Deux. 

The crimes imputed to him were, drawing 
away the city of Rome from the dominion of the 
Pope ; declaring it free ; and pretending that the 
rights of the Roman Empire refided ftili in the 
people of Rome. Some faid he merited deaths 
and others that he (hould be declared infamous, and 
incapable of tranfmitting any eftate to pofterity. 
Rienzi demanded a judgment according to law, 
and to be allowed an advocate to defend his caufe : 
but this was denied him. This enraged Petrarch, 
who wrote a long but fecret letter to the people of 
Rome, to do fomething in his favour ; but it pro- 
duced no effea. The contents of it were, that 
Rome ought to be the monarch of the world, and 
the arbiter of all human dedfvoti^. K\^tvi\ V5» \Xi 
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hAppencd had no occaflon for it. His aflEur$ 
changed on a fudden ; and he owed his preferva- 
tion to a mod extraordinary circumfiance, which 
fliews the fpirit that prevailed in the court of the 
Pope. It is Petrarch who informs us of it, in a 
letter to the Prior of the Holy Apoftles. 

«< I HAVE leamedj fays he, by the letters of 
my friends, it being rumoured at Avignon that 
Rienxi was a great poet, they thought it a kind 
of facrilege to put a n>an to death of (b facred a 
profeflion ; as Cicero fpeaks in his oration for the 
poet Licinius Archias, who had been his mailer. 
I own I am overwhelmed with joy, to fee that 
men who are not acquainted with the mufes them* 
felves, ihoqld grant them this fmgular privilege ; 
tnd under the (hadow of their name (hould favc 
a man from death, odious to his judges, and whom 
they had agreed to find guilty of a capital crime* 
What could they have obtained more under the 
reign of Auguftus, in the time when the greateft 
honours were paid them, and they came from all 
parts to behold this unparalleled prince, the mailer 
of kings, and the friend of poets I I felicitate the 
mufes and Rienzi 1 Heaven forbid I ihould envy 
him a name which is of fuch fervice to him. But 
iC you aik me what I think ? I anfwer, that Ri- 
enzi is a v^ry eloquent man, (kilful, infinuating, 
and a good orator, with few thoughts, but an 
agreedble vivacity in his compofitions. I believe 
be may have read all the poets, but I think he no 
more merits the name of a poet, than he would 
that of an embroiderer for wearing an embroidered 
habit. fJorace fays, that to be a poet, it is not 
fufEcient to make verfes ; and I even doubt whe- 
thcr Ricmi ever made a fingle verfel I thought 
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you would be pleafed to hear of an event in which 
the life of a man was in danger, becaufe he wiftied 
to fave the republic ; and to learn that the fame 
man efcapes the peril under the name of a poer, 
though he never made a fingle verfe." 

*^ Virgil himfelf would not have obtained 
fuch a redemption! for It is certain that before 
fuch judges, Virgil would have pa fled for a for* 
cerer rather than a poet.'* 

In another letter wrote to an Abbe, not named, 
he (hows what a rage for poetry prevailed at this 
time.in the city of Avignon. 

" Never were the words of Horace more ex- 
aSly veri6ed, " Wife or ignorant wc alt write 
verfes T' It is a mournful confolation to have fo 
niany Tick companions : I had rather be difeafed 
alone; I am tormented by my own diforders apd 
thofe of others ; they do not let me breathe^ 
Verfes and epiftles rain in upon me every day from 
all parts of the world, from France, Gernoany, 
Greece and England. I do not know my fell i 
they tajce me for the judge of all human undcr- 
flanding. If I anfwer all the letters I receive, no 
mortal will be fo full of bufmefs: if I do not,, 
they will fay I am dlfdainful and Infolent. If I 
cenfure, I fhall be an odious critic ; If I praife, a 
naufeous flatterer. But this would be nothing, iC* 
this contagion had not reached the Roman court. 
What do you think of our lawyers, and our phy-. 
ficians ? they no longer confult Juftinian or Efcula- 
pius : deaf to the cries of the Tick, and of their 
clients, they will liflento none but Virgil and Ho- 
mer. What do I fay? Even kbourers, carpen- 
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ters and maf<Sns a)>andon their hammers and Iho vcb 
to lay hoUt of Ap<^lo aiid the Mafes. Do joo 
aik why formerly poets were fo rare, and this 
ptagne fo common at prefent ? It was becaofe poe- 
try demands an elevated mind, fuperior to every 
thing, atKi free from the cares of this world : it 
muft hsvea foul made on purpofe, which it is rare 
to meet with, from whence it happens that there 
are fuch a number of verifiers in the ftreets, and 
fo few poets on Pamaflus : they go to the foot of 
the mountain, but fcarceiy one afcends it. Judge 
what pleafure fhofemuft have, who attain itsfum- 
mit, fince thofe who only view it at a diftance, 
abandon for it their affairs and their wealth, how- 
ever avaricious they are ? I felicitate my country 
for having produced fome fpirits worthy to mount 
upon Pegafus, and rife along with him : if love 
to it does not blind me, I fee fuch at Florence, at 
Paduai at Veronii at Sulmone, and at Naples ; 
tvery where elfe we behold nothing but Rhimers, 
*who creep along upon the ground.'* 

*■ I REPROACH myfelf for having by my ex- 
ample contributed to this madnefs. My laurels 
were too green, and I am now tormentdl for my 
defire of obtaining them* In my houfe, and out 
of doors, wherever I fel my feet, verfifytng fran- 
lies furround me, overwhelm me with queftioos, 
brawl and d.^pute, and talk of thirap which would 
Vve been quite beyond the aim of Homer or of 
VitfiU t am afraid left ike mj^iftratcs fliould 
accufe me of having comipied the republic. The 
other day a father came up to cue in tears» a^d 
ftid> * See how )xm neat me^ who have always 
lovt^d voiv Yo« have been the d«i:h c4 «% «*> 



B. IV. PETRARCH. 105 

fon.' I was fo ftruck with thefe words, and the 
air of the man who fpofce them, that I remained 
feme time motionlefs. At laft, recovering my- 
felf, I replied, that I neither knew him nor his 
fbn. * It is of little confequence whether you 
know him or not, replied the old man : he knows 
you too well. I have ruined myfelf to bring him 
up to the law ; and now he tells me, he will fol- 
low no (leps but yours. I am thus difappointed of 
all my hopes; for I much fear he will never be 
either a lawyer or a poet.* I fmiled at this, and 
tbofe who were with me ; but the old man went 
away in grief and rage. Happily, this contagion 
has not yet reached Vaudufe, the air of which is 
not perhaps very fufceptible of foreign impreffi- 
ons; there is only my fiflierman, who, though 
old, advifes himfelf, as Perfius fays> to dream on 
Parnaflus. If this delirium fhould rpread> (hep* 
herds, filhermen, labourers, and the beads them-r 
fel ves wHl ruminate and bellow out verfes.'* 

In the beginning of Auguft 1352, the Cardi- 
nals of Boulogne and Taillerand fent by the Pope's . 
order for Petrarch : he obeyed ihe fummons, and 
found it was in order to receive the place of fecre- 
tary to the Pope. He reprefented to his patrons 
and friends> that he could never give up liberty 
andleifure for any worldly gaia: " This wealth, 
fays he, would be a real mifery : a yoke of gold 
or filver would not be lighter to me than one of 
wood or of lead. I defpifed riches when I flood 
in need of them^ and it would be a. fliame to rua 
after them now I can do without them. We 
^ould proportion the provifions for our journey to 
the length of our route : I- am. approaching the end 
of my race, and ought to be more occupied with 
F 5 ^'^ 
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the place of reft, than the accommodations on the 
way.** To this be adds, that it wouM have been 
more honeft, aird more cxcufaMe, to defire thefe 
advantages, when he had a brother and friends who 
were indigent ; that he wai no longer in this fitn- 
ation, his brother being a Carthnfian, iand all his 
friends dead or well-placed : that he wapted no- 
thing at prefcnt ; but, (houW he once open the 
door to worldly defires, he (hoald want every 
thing. He therefore ^^th teah conjured thefe 
friends, v^ho had laid a thoufahd fnares to gain thi9 
point, to let hinn live ill his own wayi to pre(enre 
his honour, and not to impofe -a biirden, the 
weight of which would overwhelm htm. All his 
f eprcfentations and prayers were to no purpofe ; 
they dragged him to his footftool, whOj as one 
fays, opens the heavens with his finfeer, and go- 
verns the ftars by the motion of his tap. 

The Pope, who loved Petrarch, and always 
received him with pleafure, faid many obliging 
things to him. He had always wiftied to attach a 
man of his merit to his court ; and he thought it 
was incumbent on him to facrifice his liberty, for 
an office at once honourable and advantageous. 
*' Single I flood, fays he, mournful and difmayed; 
my head was prefcnted to the facrifice^ when for- 
tune befriended, and opened to me the door of li* 
berty." 

All the world agreed that Petrarch was^ v^ell 
fitted to difcharge the employment to which they 
deftincd him, for hfe wrfdom ahd fidelity. ■ They 
only reproached him with oine feult, that bis ftyle 
was too elevated for the church of Rome. He 
thov^t at h& they meant this in irony : bat his 
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friends, and particularly the cardinals Boulogne 
and Taillerand, affurcd him that he muft lower 
his tone, and not take fuch high flights. When 
he heard this, his joy was that of a prifoner, who 
views his prifon-door fet open to him. He was 
defircd to write fome thing in a more eafy ft) ie : 
inftead of doing this, he ftretched the wings of 
imagination to their utmoft extent, that he might 
foar above every idea of thofe who wifhed to en* 
flave him. 

They gave him the fubjeO:, " Though it was 
not a work of imagination and poetry, fays he^^ 
Apollo and the Mufes did me good fervice. Moft 
of thofe who read my compofition, faid they could 
not comprehend a word of it. Others faid, they 
fuppofed I wrote in Greek, or fome other barba- 
rous language : they would fend me to fchool at 
my age to learn a low and creeping ftyle. With 
Cicero, I know but three ftyles ; the fublimc, 
which h^ calls grave; the moderate, which he 
calls middling; and the fimple, which he calls 
extenuated. In this age, fcarce any one has at- 
tained the firft, and few arrive at the fccond ; the 
third is the flyle of the many. They tell me to 
lower my ftylc : that is impofliblc, I anfwer, be- 
caufe lam at the loweft already; lower thati that 
is no flyle at all, but a bafe and abjeQ manner of 
fpeaking: thus Lam out of the difficulty, and my" 
liberty is preferved. I feel the pleafure more fen- 
fibly, for having been on the brink of (lavery. t" 
am delighted that people who believe themfelvef?- 
elevated, have difcpvered.thaf I flew beyond their 
fpherc: I will never nibre'cxpbfe tttyfelf r6 tiie 
fame peril; nothing (hall ever tempt mc; I wi ft' 

be 
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be deaf to the prayers of my friends, and confult 
my felf alone in matters fo eflential to my peace." 

Petrarch having thus efcaped the great eft 
danger he had ever run^ after having thanked God 
for his deliverance, fetout for Vauclufe, where he 
pafTed the remainder of Auguft in a delightful 
tranquillity, waiting with impatience for the au- 
tumn, to return to Italy. Writing to a friend, he 
gives this pleafing account of his calm employments 
at Vauclufe : 

*' Nothing pleafes me fo much as my per- 
ftSt freedom. I rife at midnight, I go out at break 
of day : I ftudy in the fields as in my ctofet ; I 
think, read, and even write there. I combat idle- 
nefs : I chafe away fleep, indulgence, and plea- 
furcs. In the day I run over the craggy moun- 
tains, the humid valleys, and ihelter myfelf in the 
profound caverns. Sometimes I walk, attended 
only by my rcfleflions, along the banks of the 
Sorgia: meeting with no pcrfon to diftraS my 
mind, I become every day more calm ; and fend 
my cares fometimes before, fometimes I leave them 
behind me, I recall the pa0, and deliberate on the 
future. Fond of the place I am in, every fituati- 
on becomes in turn agreeable to me, except Avig- 
non, I find here Athens, Rome, and Florence, as 
my invagination defires : here I enjoy all my 
friends, not only thofe with whom I have lived, but 
thofe who have long been dead, and whom I know 
only by their works.*' 

Th £ Cardinal de Boulogne fet out for Paris in 
the beginning of September;, to negociate a peace 

between 
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between the Kings of France and England. Pe- 
trarch went to take leave of him, and requeft his 
orders for Italy. The Cardinal told him he (hould 
be only a month away, and he hoped he (hould find 
him at his return. He took with him his faithful 
Achates, Peter, Abbe of St. Benigne. The Car- 
dinal wanted to procure Petrarch fome good efta- 
bliihment in France; and wrote upon the road to 
defire him to wait at lead till he (hould have writ- 
ten to him from Paris, upon a great aflPair which 
concerned him. " I a& you, fays he, only to 
wait one month." In obedience to thefe orders, 
Petrarch paffed September and Oftober at Avig- 
non. 

At this time, nothing was fpoken of but the 
cruel war between the Genoefe and the Venetians : 
their loffes were on each fide extreme. 

Petrarch wrote a letter to the Genoefe, 
who were the viSors, to induce them to peace ; 
and colleds together the motives for their union 
with the Venetians, in a very artful manner : 

" I APPLIED at firft, fays he, to the Veneti- 
ans my neighbours : I thought it my duty. As a 
man, I cannot but be touched with the miferies of 
humanity : as an Italian, I ought to be feniible to 
the calamities of my country; and I believe no 
one feels them more. I addrefs you with the 
more confidence, knowing with whom I have to 
(do. No nation is more terrible in war, or more 
amiable in peace. You have conquered, it is now 
time to repofe. In the heat of combat, it is va- 
lour that fpills the blood of men ; but after it 13 
over, humanity (hould clofe their wounds. There 
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arc none but favagc beafts, with whom carnage 
fucceeds viftory ! Who can read without fliudder- 
ing> of a battle which tailed two days and one 
winter night ? Who can reprefent the horrors of 
it ? The dreadful bluftering of the wind, the rat- 
tling of the fails, the clafli of arms ! The dafhing 
of the veflfels againft one another, the hiding of 
the arrows flying through the darknefs, and the 
cries and groans of the wounded I To you may be 
applied what Virgil faid of that famous night, in 
which Troy was reduced to cinders : * Who can 
paint the (hocking carnage which (he covered 
with her mantle, or (hed tears enough to bewail 
the blood fpilt in it ?*' 

" Reflect at prefcnt that your enemies, as 
well as yourfelves, are Italians ; that you were 
once friends, and that your quarrel is only about 
rank and fuperiority. Would to God that re- 
nouncing a war which has fo (light a foundation, 
you would unite your arms to puni(h the perfidi- 
ous inftigators of it ; and then turn them to the 
deliverance of the holy land from the Turks. 
This would indeed be ufeful to the world, and to 
pofterityl Great cities in peace, arc like thofc 
ftrong bodies who appear healthy without, but 
have many internal maladies, occafioned by a too 
long repofe. Motion and agitation are neceflTary 
to cities as well as to men, to diflipate the bad hu- 
mours thefe inward difeafes produce, and which 
are much more dangerous than thofc which ap- 
pear without. This merits your attention : it is 
beft to live in peace, when we can j but when 
that is impofTjble, a foreign war is preferable to a. 
war at honfxe.'* 



B.IV. PETRARCH. in 

^^ I CANNOT read the ftars ; but I yenture to 
prcdift, that in fore^ wars you will always hive 
tht advaotage^ and that you have only to fear in* 
terior enemies. How many examples are there 
of cities whom nothing could have deftroyed^ but 
wars with one another ! You are becoming a proof 
of this yourfelves. Recoiled the time when you 
were the mod flourifhing of all people : i was 
then a chitd^ and remember it only as a dream. 
Your country appeared a celeiliai paradife : fuch 
furely were the Elyfian fields ! What a beautiful 
objeS towards the fea ! Thofe towers which rofe 
to heaven I Thofe palaces where art excelled na- 
ture ! Thofe hills covered with cedars, vines, and 
olives I Thofe houfes of marble built under the 
rocks! Thofe delicious retreats on the fhore, 
whofe fsind (hines like gold, on which the foaming 
waves, daihing their cryflai heads, artrad the eyes 
of the pilot, and ftop the motion of the rowers 
Can we behold without admiration, the more than 
mortal figures that inhabited your city ; and all 
the delights of life, with which your woods and 
fields abounded ! Thofe who entered it, thought 
tbey were got into the temple of felicity and joy. 
It liiight be faid at this time of Genoa, as anti- 
ently of Rome, it was the city of kings P* 

"You were then mafters of the fea, and 
without your leave no one dared to fail on it. 
From this happy period defcend to the time when 
pride, loxory, and envy, the common effeSs of 
profperity, fubdu^ your nation^ and reduced it to 
that mifery your enenriies attempted in vain. 
Great gods 1 What a differeifee J That beautiful 
(hore, that magnificent city, appeared uncultiva- 
ted> deferted and ruised ! Thofe fuperb palaces. 
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become the trading-places of thieves, ftruck the 
paflenger with horror inftead of admiration ! Tn 
fine, your city, befieged by its exiles, the Dorias 
and Spinolas on the fide of the Gibbelines, aflUled 
by the Milancfe, fuffered all the plagues of war ; 
when king Robert, the glory of our age, who 
came to its fuccour, remained blocked up in it a 
whole year. They fought (a thing incredible and 
unheard of before) not only on land and fea, but 
in the air and under the earth." 

" After this, you were agitated feveral years 
by inteftine commotions, having no enemies but 
thofe within your walls ; till at lad, inftruded by 
pad misfortunes, you eleded a chief, which is 
undoubtedly the bed fituation for a republic. 
This changed the face of your city ; your clouds 
were diflipated, your quarrels extinguifhed, and 
peace, harmony, and juftice were re-eftablilhed." 

"You may now with eafe take warning for 
the future. There is an old proverb which fays, 
< How many things are ill done, becaufe they are 
done but once !' You may recover what you have 
loft. You have learned from experience that hu- 
man profperities are flippery and uncertain, and 
that you owe your misfortunes to interior difcord. 
You begin as it were to live again ; take care of 
thofe rocks on which you have formerly fplit. Be 
united among yourfelves ; love juftice and peace ; 
and if you cannot live without war, carry it into 
foreign countries, where you will always 6nd ene- 
mies to contend with." 

Avignon^ November 1352*. 

A FEW days after writing this letter^ Fetrarch, 
tired with waiting for the CardlnaV A^1B<w\oea^v 
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went fecrfitly from Avignon, giving it out he was 
gone for Italy ; and he hid himfelf at Vaudufe. 
On his arrival there, he wrote thus to the Car- 
dinal : 

^* You ordered me to wait for you. Yon 
was to be abfent but a month ; but the grand mo* 
narch who is attached to you by the bonds of 
love as well as of blood, the cliarms of Paris and 
of the Seine, have made you forget your promifc. 
I am not aftoniflied at it. For my part, the dreary 
city of Avignon, and the boifterous Rhone, have 
detained me till now their prifoner : but no longer 
able to fupport that fituation, I am come to take 
refijge in my retreat, and wait your commands. 
If you continue at Paris, I (hall foon fet out for 
Italy, without bidding adieu to my friends, who 
will detain me a prifoner in that vile city, from 
whence my fpirit takes its flight, and leaves my 
body to its fate. The two months I have pafled 
there, have appeared to me to be years. The 
fervice you would do me is, I doubt not, confide- 
rable : your bounties are always fo. I truft my 
abfence will not hurt the intereft you lake in my 
friends : if you will beftow upon them what you 
have deflined to me, you will confer on me a great 
obligation. I have enough, and too much for the 
few years that remain of life : I wifh for nothing 
more. You are the kindtft, the beft of patrons. 
I flatter myfelf you will pardon me, if I yield to 
neceflity, to which the greateft kings have fub- 
mitted. I have obeyed you as long as I could." 
Vauclufe, November. 

After having been fome days at Vauclufe, 
with no news of the Cardinal, and defpairing of 
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lus Tttom^ Petrarch dc tmuL ieJ to ftt out for Iu« 
The auiuum of tius jcar was uoaxnniQBly 
it hadfloc rained for fevcrd tnonihs. The 
weather was bright and (acac ; he thought he 
might depend on its continoancr ; ** though there 
is nothings fays he, We can kis reckon upon in 
winter." He had in ail his former joomeys al- 
ways endured ezceffire heatSy or violent rains. 

He iet out the i6th of November with his 
books and papers^ which he meant to tranfport to 
hb ParnafTus in Italy. He was got a very little 
way, when the weather clouded^ and a heavy rain 
came on. He was at firft tempted to go back ; but 
he took courage, a port being not far off, and 
continued his route. He muft pafs through Ca- 
vaillon ; and he wifhed to ftop there, to take 
leave of Philip de Cabaflble. It was aimed night 
when he arrived : the Bifliop was fick, and had 
concealed his diforder from Petrarch, that he 
might not afBifi him : he received him as his good 
angel ; tears of joy ran down his face. ** I am no 
longer in pain for myfelf, faid he to his brother ; 
with my friend Petrarch health has re-entered my 
habitation." He was ignorant that Petrarch wa§ 
going to Italy, and that he meant to reach Du- 
rance that night. When he was informed of this, 
he appeared in fuch extreme grief, and was fo ur- 
gent with Petrarch to ftay at lead that night, that 
he could not deny him. It poured all night, 
which diftreflcd Petrarch, who had defigned tofet 
out early in the morning ; and he feared for his 
books and papers. At laft he determined on leav- 
ing them behind, and expofmg himfelf alone to 
the injuries of the weather to which he was har- 
iiened hy cudom, w)\en an unforefeen obdacle 
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flopped bis progrefs. Some of the BUhop*s fer* 
vants told him that the banditti of the Alps were 
come down to the Var on the fide of Nice, and 
laid every thing wafle, which rendered it impof- 
fible to go that road to Italy ; ai^d this was Pe- 
trarch's route^ that before he quitted France he 
might pafs through Montrieux to fee his brother 
Gerard. The Bifiiop exprefled great joy at thia 
news ; he was perfuadcd it would induce Petrarch 
to renounce his projed. Petrarch continued for 
fome time irrefolute : but the repeated requefls of 
the Bifhop, and the violent rains which continued 
and rendered the roads impafiable^ at lad deter- 
mined him to flay. He retired to his chamber to 
fleep for an hour ^ but the rain had made way 
through the roof and come down upon him. He 
rofe therefore^ and faid matins; and then went 
into the Bifhop's chamber whom he found awak* 
cned. 

He fpent two days at Cavaillon^ and then fent 
a part of his fervants to Italy» that be might be 
the more retired, and fet out himfelf for Vauclufe. 
The dread of fpoiling his books and papers influ- 
enced him to this determination; we fee, fays he, 
what a conftraint are riches on peace and liberty, 
The fine weather returned juft as his people were 
got too far to be recalled. It feems, fays he, as if 
Providence would put a rein on my defire to pafs 
into Italy : he knows better than we do what is for 
our good, which is not always what is moft agree- 
able to ourfelves. 

Petrarch pafled the reft of November at 
Vauclufe, and all the month of December, in 

which 
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CjUEMiKT VL was iorad jt Idl to j^U to 
tfae ^jfe^it itfhidx had {» loog o iipicJ B td ImB ; ht 
f9r$Q^, (tid Petrardi^ crdc^pked dbt idnae I hai 

^IftHl lUflL ilfet pbjMCUOK adivcTDd ImB uOOl 

ibr embti-raffineou <if die pspocj bj mpio p a le- 
mcdio^ jfid too ffcqueot MterSmp Ik £ed the 
6diof Dccetriber^ 1352. V flljm £ip lie £cd of 
a lirtf^iof (twtr, otbm of ao abic^: and fooK 
hid that he wa» poiiboed : his bodj was earrieif 
the next da/ to the chordi of Notre Dame, wfaoe 
f tiey beftowed on it a very pompous fmieral. Va- 
riottf have been the opimoos coocemiag this 
Prince. Villani fpeaks only of his Caults^ and the 
Ecdefiaftical hiftoriaos reproach him for not tranf- 
lating the holy See to Rome ; bat others own he 
was one of the greateft men that ever fat In St. 
PetcrU chair, and though he had faults he had 
liluwife very great and amiable virtues ; that he 
Virai too fond of women/ but he governed his ef- 
tites in a manner that was a model for all Princes. 
One inftance of hit influence over a foreign Prince 
doei him honour. He ordered Cadmir king of 
Poland to fend back his miftreOes, and to be faith- 
ful to hii wife. This Prince refufed at (irft, but 
fubmitteJ at U(l| and underwent the penance im- 
pofed on him. 

Clcm«nt had the pleafureof beftowing king- 
domi \ and g«ve away more benefices than any 
one ot hia predeceflbrs. Nothing was fo painful 
to h\m ai to refufe a reaueft ; and when it was not 
in hit power to grant it, he always found fome 
Mr;>rdicnt to fend the pcrfons away not only con- 

VWJXtA 
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tented but obliged by his behaviour. He diftribu* 
ted the treafures of the church with a liberal pro- 
fiifion, and expended confiderable Aims in ufefui 
buildings, in marrying orphans, and m relieving 
noble families who had fallen to decay. Petrarch 
afiures us no one better merited the name he bore ; 
and his clemency was fo great, that a perfon who 
had offended him grievoufly, having prefumed 
afterwards to alk a favour of him, inftead of re* 
venge for his former behaviour, he inftantly granted 
his petition. 

Clement was naturally eloquent, and fpoke 
without preparation in a very elegant manner; 
his confiftorial difcourfes which are in the library 
at Paris, prove this. He had a fingular talent in 
conveying his fentiments ; they appeared the fenti- 
ment3 of thofe he converfed with, whofe hearts he 
could move at pleafure. He delighted in peace 
and harmony, and as much as poffible fiifled every 
feed of war. He attempted to eftablifh peace be- 
tween France and England; he accompliihed it 
between Hungary and Naples ; and was preparing 
to unite the Greek and Latin Churches. 

But Petrarch was never fond of this Pope, 
who was not an Italian, and who had completed 
the palace of Avignon inftead of removing the 
Holy See to Rome. A few days after his death 
he wrote to the Biihop of Cavaillon, as follows : 

" I SEND you three natural curiofities of a 
very different kind ; a golden fifli with filver 
fcales called Turtura ; my fiiherman's fon took it 
in the beautiful water of my fountain. The fe- 
cond is a flat drake who has been long a«y inha- 
bitant 
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bttftnt of Its bsakf ; oekher the atr nor water couM 
rave it from the purftui; of oq^ 4a§^ The third U 
an epiftle which I have fiihed myfelf with the 
nets of mf mind^ in the waves where my foul 
fwims in the midft of dangerous rocks ; you will 
haye the goodnefs to keep the two ftrft^ and re- 
turn the laft when you have enough of it : you 
know my airafon ; truth begets hatred. If this 
yfu» true in the time of Terence^ how much more 
fa it fo at prefent I Read it . then in private^ and 
fend it back till we (hall fee what God or fortune 
ihall do for us. I would (how it to no other 
pcrfon ; you will judge by that of my confi- 
dence* 

The Bifliop of Cavaillon returned itj, and af- 
fored Petrarch it gave him much pleafure. '< I 
am delighted^ replied he, my letter has; pleafed 
you. I find I like it better now it has obtained 
your fufirage. It is addreiled to you, becaufe you 
C€ the declared enemy of every vice. I fend yoi» 
% fecond letter to the clergy of Padoay on the 
death of Ildebrand our bi(hop. His virtues were 
above our higheft pratfe. Compare this letter 
with that I fent yefterday, and fee if my ftyle is as 
proper for praife as cenAire. The faults that you 
will find afcribe to myfelf, and my excellencies to 
the nature of the fubjeds ; for in truth> it is as 
eafy to praife the one as to blame the other* Who 
wouM not be eloquent in the treating of fuch fub- 
jeas?" 

The firft of thcfe letters was a fatire on Cle>- 
ment. Petrarch had before cenfured him^ under 
the name of Panophylius, for the little care he 
40Qk f£i the flock ccmfided to his truft by Jefus 

Chrift, 
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Chrift, and for the foft and Taia-glorioiis life that 
be led^ fo oppofite to the condud oF the primitive 
Chileans \ and he threatens him that his Mafter 
will foon come^ and call him to an account. 

Clsmikt, under the name of Mitian, re* 
plied thus to Pamphylius : 

^ No one can be more churiifli and feyere 
than you are : but know, it is eafier to cenfure the 
nvanners of others, than to juftify one's own. 
Ungrateful traitor! Have you not denied your 
Mafter, and abandoned your flock, to avoid per- 
fecution? Did the flock given to your care by 
Jefus Chrift, ever fuffcr more than under you ? 
Not a valley in Rome but you have filled with 
blood* I (hould be afliamed to lead the forry life 
in which you glory. «* I have chefts full of 
money ;'^ true ; and can I do better than make 
ufe of It, for the fweets and conveniences of life ? 
PwouW choofe my fpoufe, the church, (hould be 
adorned ; that at her toilet ihould be feen that fine 
looking-glafs prefented me by the ftiepherd of Bi- 
fance ; and that every one (hould know her to be 
a queen. I will not lead my flock as you do a-* 
mong thickets and rocks, but into fat paftures. I 
would have them want' for nothing, and enjoy 
every thing. Heaven forbid that I (hould be fo 
cruel to (eparate the he and (he goats, the bulls and 
the heifers \ They were intended for companions 
to each other. Your threatenings give me no con- 
cern; the Mafter I ferve is good, as well as 
powerful." 

. On the death of Clement, the Cardinals felt 
the aecefiity of making feme reformation in the 

Roman 
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Roman court : and to do this, they cad their eyes 
on John Birel, the general of the Carthufians, 
for his fuccefTor. He was a Limofin^ famed for 
the fanSity of his life, and his zeal for the glory 
of God. No human influence affected him : he 
preached repentance with power, and he wrote to 
princes with the utmoft freedom to exhort them 
to reform tfl^ir lives. The Cardinal de Tailerand 
was alarmed when he faw them inclined to fuch a 
choice ; what are you going to do^ faid he, do 
not you perceive that this monk, accuftomed to 
govern anchorites, will oblige us all to live like 
them ; he will make us go on foot as did the A- 
poftles, and our fine horfes he will fend to the 
plough." The Cardinals were embarafled, and 
the eledion would have been fpun out to a great 
length, had not king John of France arrived at Avig* 
non to procure the eleSion of a prelate devoted 
to him. This haftcned their choice. The Car- 
dinal de Taillerand, who had the greateft interefl 
in the conclave, caufed it to fall upon Alberfl 
Cardinal d'Oftie, who took the name of Innocent 
VI. He was born in a Village of Limoges, of 
parents little known. This PontiflF owed his ele- 
vation to the reputation he had for integrity and a 
good life ; and his capacity for reforming the Ro« 
man court by his example dill more than by his 
laws. In effe3, foon after his eledion he fup- 
prefled the referves of benefices, fixed bounds to 
pluralities, obliged the incumbents to refidence, 
and diminiihed his table and his train ; an exam- 
ple the Cardinals made no hade to follow. 

Petrarch was not much pleafed at thiselefti- 
on. An old ignorant Cardinal, but a great civilian, 
maintained that Petrarch was a magician, becaufe 

he 
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he read Virgil, and he had perfuaded Cardinal 
Albert! to think fo too, though he had been pro- 
felTor of the canon law with fuccefs in the uni- 
verfity of Tholoufe. He was a man of good life 
and little knowledge, fays Villani. 

Petrarch in his eclogue on Clement the 
VI. puts thcfc words into his mouth ; ** There 
(hall come after me a dull and gloomy roan, who 
by his four refufals (hall repair the wrongs I did 
the church by my over abundant facility. He 
(hall fatten the Roman paftures with the fmoak of 
Auvergne." After the coronation of Innocent, 
the Cardinals de Taillerand and Bologne wrote to 
Petrarch that he muft come immediately to kif$ 
his feet and compliment him upon his exaltation. 
Petrarch had often feen him at the Cardinal dc 
Taillerand's, who amufed himfelf with joking 
Petrarch before him, on his powers of magic. 
Whatever repugnance he had, Petrarch thought 
it neceJTary to obey thefe orders : but his chief con- 
cern was the leaving his faithful fi(hen«an who 
was fallen fick. Soon after he got to Avignon, 
one of his fervants whom he had left at Vauclufc 
to take care of his beloved friend, came port to 
inform him he was dead. He wrote inftantly to 
the two Cardinals as follows : 

" If Regulus, the terror of the Carthagini- 
ans being in Africa, and charged with an import- 
ant negociation> bluftied not to a(k his difmiflion 
of the fenate, becaufe the man was dead who cul- 
tivated his field : why (hould I blu(h to make fuch 
a requeft to my two illuftrious patrons who am 
charged with no public, and who have few pri- 
vate aflFairs ? Yefterday I loft the guardian of my 

Vol. IL O \^\\^'i!s.\ 
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retreat : he was not unknown to you : he cuhi- 
yated for me a few acres of very bad land. I fear 
not from you the anfwer made to Regulus by the 
iienate. Continue to work for the republic, (he 
(hall take care of your field. The field of Re- 
gulus was at Rome ; mine is at Vauclufe ; a place 
you are fcarcely acquainted with. Scipto the 
other fcourge of Africa, and conunandiog with 
fuccefs in Spain, afked his difmiffion ai(b becaufe 
his daughter had no portion. lam is the fame 
cafe at prefent ; my library which I confider as my 
■daughter has loft its friend. That niftic man 
whom I x:an never lament as he deferves, had more 
prudence and even urbanity than is often to be 
found in cities, and befides this, he was the moft 
faithful animal that the earth ever produced : to 
him I confided my books, and all that was moft 
dear to me. I was abfent three years from Vau- 
clufe .: at ray return nothing was wanting, nor a 
lingle thing difplac«l. He could not read, but he 
loN-ed letters : he preferred with extreme care my 
choiceft book$9 which he knew from being long 
accuftomed to them, tnd how to diftinguifti my 
i^x^rks from ihofe of the aacicnts. When I gave 
m. boi^k to his care, he expreffed gfcat joy, aad 
|>ncffed it to his Imftl with & figh ; RanecioKs he 
nantevi the author ta a whitper. To behold hn 
at thb nKHtWttt, cce wcwxld have thought that the 
i^t or the twMch of a book leaKkted hia wiier 
Mmi tvjf^r. I luve tfCK fiKecs 50^ wick hioa^ 

^avxiU feuNe oddse ^ ^ |rail of C<re»> joi lis 
k«xti'i «*4hS to. ue c Ve acoaf^V of t^xk aoii bve. I 

kd iltftt t>ftV> i3V>^ ^1^ lli^l:> UHft^CM^ d» OIKV 

xv«n: OfxiR$ i ^ «»a iM:^ «^ »:uaii aai£ vacacnisy 
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continually, and calling upon the name of the 
Lord. His death afFeSs me extremely, but I 
Jhould have regretted him ftill more if his age had 
iK)t foretold that I muft foon have loft him. II- 
hiftrious Prelate 1 let the man depart who is ufe- 
lefs to you, but of very great importance to his 
field and to his library,'* 

Petrarch obtained the favour he defired 
without much difficulty 4 and it was not poflible 
to draw him again to Avignon, notwithftanding 
the folicitations of the Cardinals, of his friends, 
and particularly his dear Socrates, to accept anefta- 
bliftiment in the court of the Pope ; to the latter 
of whom he wr^te thus 4 

** 1 AM content, I have enough for life, I have 
;put a rein on my defnes, and I will have no more. 
Cincinnatus, Curii«, Fabricius, Regulus, after 
having fubdued whole nations and led kings in tri- 
umph, were not fo rich as I am. If I open the 
door to the paffions I (hall always be poor. Ava- 
rice, luxury and ambition know no bounds; but 
avarice above all is an unfathomable abyfs. I have 
cloaths to defend me from the cold« food to nou- 
ri^ me, horfes to carry me, a clod of earth to 
fleep on, to walk on, and to cover me when I die ; 
what more has the Emperor of Rome I My body 
is ^healthy ; fubdued by labour, it is the lefs re- 
bellious to my foul. I have books of all kinds ; 
they are my wealth ; they feaft my foul with a 
voluptuoufnefs which is never followed with dif* 
guft. 1 have friends whom I confider as my greateft 
treafurcs, when they do not aim to deprive me of 
my liberty. Add t4j this the greateft fecurity, for I 
G 2 have 
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fi*v* UQ «t>«ni« i>m ttofe creaict: t'y arrr : ace 
! #m s^ |>ertopt ipfrr for tfaoir^ tbmiHt. I or^nie 
tliMAS, I r^ectoB fUU ki ftie mmlRr en wr poSe^ 
6<4}^ th€ jippMwimi «id lumdiidib of all end 
mn^f ^<0 <^ ^^^^ whom I liave sever feen. 
'TiMffe «<<; fklief wjbicb j#d ibsj ileem pDvctr; 
f Mk^y^ jrou iio ; but b^ wbat watua wmki job 
}>»v« nrK i^^ifi others r Bj ieDdtng out to izfiiTx ; 
by tr^iimf^ oo ihe iti^% bj brrHrriflg at the bar; 
hy Ac f»te of my tongoe Mad ^ mj pea ; dms 
hiig^inji mvfetf iiiceffiimlj to amalf tbofe trea- 
(uf4^ ( mouU pr€itrvt with ioqutetode, abaodoa 
with f^($f«tf tnd which atiocher wooM dafipate in 
extravigAOCC ? 1o one word^ what do jou require 
tft tmi I Ml rich enough for my own fattsfadion ; 
miift I alfo appear rich for the fatisfadion of 
i>thef« ? In ft&f if it not my own affair? Does 
any on^s confult the tafie of another in the food he 
)« (0 «r«t ? Keep then for youHelf your manner of 
thinkifTft and leave me to mine; it can never be 
(hftkeni for it ii eftabtiihed on folid foundations." 

CJuf Settimo diftrefled Petrarch more than any 
At hi« friendi concerning this matter ; his temper 
wm nMuritlly ambitidnsi and he had conflantly ad- 
hered to tha court of the Pope. He loves per- 
foni of mt rlt, fiiyi he I I v/ifh it may be fo, re- 

! tiled IN^trarch, but this is nothing to me; if the 
*ope loves only fuch, he loves a very few, and I 
cannot flauer myfcif with being one of them, 
thmigh 1 would prefer this honour to that of being 
Pope. 

P«Ti^AacH pafled all the winter at Vaudofe, 
where he was like a bird upon the branch ready 
every mon>eat to take wing for his dear countrr. He 

waited 
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waited the return of fome fertant$ whom lie had 
fent to Italy, to leam what pafied there ; he was 
iaformed that his friends were all aflembled and 
waited his coining. Italy appeared to him per- 
ferable to all other pl^es ; but this account niade 
him trepnUe for his liberty ; and he determined to 
fend another ferva^t, to fee if he could not dif- 
cover fonae fecret retreat where he might enjoy 
tranquillity, la the mean time he prepared for a 
journey to Montrieux to fee his brother Gerard, 
that he might not quit the country without bid- 
ding him farewel ; and before he fet out he wrote 
the following letter to one of his friend:>: 

** On whatever fide I turn my eyes I find no- 
tHtig but difficulties. It is time for me to go to 
ih^ other world, for I cannot obtain eafe in this. 
Is this my fault, or that of the world around me ? 
Perhaps of all together. One part of the earth 
u defolated by war; in another they poflefs 
peace, but are more cruel and miferable than in 
war. Here is famine, there is gluttony ; h^re the 
air, there the manners are infeded. Here they 
groan under (lavery, there they fufFer from the 
licentioufnefs of liberty : this land is dry and bar* 
ren, the other is expofed to the inundation of furious 
rivers ; there they freeze, here they burn : here is 
a dreadful folitu(^, there an importunate multi- 
tude ; thefe men are a prey to lavage beafts, thofe 
to the deceits of one another; it mud be allowed, 
that a fituation of eafe and tranquillity is not to be 
met with upon earth.*' 

Pit R ARCH fet out for Montrieux the feventh 
of April, 1353. When he was between Aix and 
St. Maximin, he met with a company of Roman 

ladies^ 
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ladies, who were going on a pilgrimage. By their 
air and gait he diftinguifhed at a diftance their 
country and their birth. Drawing near to them^ 
and finding by their language he was not deceived, 
he flopped and politely alked them from whence 
they came, and whither they were going. The 
found of an Italian voice fpread joy through thi& 
little compahy. The oldefl of them anfwered, 
Rome is our country, we are going on pilgrimage 
to St. James. And you. Sir, are you a Roman,, 
are you going to Rome ? I am not going there im- 
mediately, replied Petrarch, but my heart is al- 
ways there. This anfwer infpired the pilgrims 
with confidence; they furrounded Petrarch, and 
replied to a thoufand queftions, he"afked them 
concerning the ftate of the republic. They* 
told him that John Ceroni had refigned his 
pofl, his nature being too quiet for the Romans 
who were difgufted with a uniform government ;, 
he therefore retired to the caftle of Abruzzc. 
The nobles on this eftablifticd the ancient form of 
government, and named two fenators taken out of 
the houfes of Urfini and the Colonna, and thefe 
were in place when Clement died. Soon after 
they accufed them of buying up the corn in a 
time of dearth, to enrich themfelves. This en- 
raged the people and they befiged the capitol : one 
of the fenators faved himfelf by efcaping at a back 
door, the other was ftoncd to death. This hap- 
pened in February 1353. After this account, Pe- 
trarch enquired after his friends particularly con- 
cerning Lelius. How does he do ? In what does^ 
he employ himfelf? We left him in good health, 
they replied, he is very happily married, and his 
wife has brought him fome fine children. Pe- 
trarch then aiked thefe ladies if he could be fo 
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happy as to ferve them in any refpeft. " F.vcry 
thing, fays he, in a letter to Leiius, urged me t(» 
make them this offer, God, virtue, their country, 
and their love of you. I wiihed to divide wiih 
them the fum I had brought with me for my 
journey : their anfwer was, pray to God that our 
journey may be fuccefsful, we a(k only this of 
you ; this reply delighted, but did not furprife me. 
I perceived in it the dignity and difintereftednefs of 
Roman ladies, differing in this refpe3 from wo- 
men of all other nations, who fo far from refu- 
fing what is offered them, requeft with importu- 
nity what they have been refufed.'*' Petrarch, 
charmed with the difcourfe of thefe Pilgrims, 
woufd have pafled the day with them, but they 
• were bent on haftening toward their pious defign, 
and he was atfo eager to behold his brother. 
" While our difcourfe lafted, adds fie, I believed 
myfelf at Rome converting with Cecile, the wife 
of Metellus, Sulpitia, the wife of Fulvius, Cor- 
nelia of Gracchus, Marcia of Cato, Emilia of 
Scipio Africanus, and all thofe famous Heroines, 
who were the glory of antient Rome. Or to fpeak 
more fuitably to our age and our religion ; I thought 
I faw thofe holy virgins who made fo diftinguifhed 
a figure in our chriftian annals, Prifque, Praxede,, 
Prudentiane, Agnez, &c.'* 

Petrarch' arrived at Montrieux, the 20th 
of April, 1353. His prcfence rejoiced this fa- 
crcd houfe. Gerard was confidered as its fecond 
founder, and was become a perfefit anchorite, dif- 
cngaged from every thing upon earth ; confum- 
mate in piety, and longing for the joys of heaven. 
I blufhed, faid Petrarch, to behold a younger bro- 
ther 
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ther who was formcrty my inferior, now rrfen fa 
far above me. At the fame time, what a fubjed 
of joy and glory is it to have fucb a pious bro* 
ther! 

After converfing about their old friends, and 
what had happened to them (ince their lad inter- 
view ; Gerard acquainted his brother with the 
melancholy fituation which Montrieux was in at 
prefent. Thefe good monks were perfecuted by 
fome neighbouring lords, who had made frequent 
attempts to pillage and ruin their order. Charles 
II. king of Naples, and Count of Provence^ 
King Robert, and a biftiop of Marfeilles who loved 
them, had proteded and guarded them from the 
infults of thefe petty tyrants. They are worfe, 
fays Petrarch, than great tyrants : the laft are- ' 
cora«>only generous, and give with one hand what 
they take away with the other ; but the former 
are famiihed harpies^ who th^ more they iiave^i 
ehe more eager they are to devour. 

On the death of the bi$iop of Marfeilles, thefe 
hoflilities were renewed, and that church had ajt 
its head a tyrant, whofe troops were encamped 
near the monaftery. Wb^ .ifythi^y monks be- 
fore break of day were Hnging Vhe praifes of God ; 
a (hepherd all in tears came to inform them they 
had robbed him of his flock i when they were re- 
newing on the altar the memory of their Saviour's 
paffioQ, a frightened tenant canie to acquaint them 
that a drove of cattle belooging to the tyrants ra« 
vaged their vines, their pneadows, and their gar- 
dens; when they juft began to tafte the confola- 
tionof that (hort fleep their laws, allowed, they 
were awakened out of it by the cries of a fervant. 
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^r the Sacriftan who were attacked and beaten by 
thefe banditti. With difficulty they had faved 
their books, and the ornaments of their church 
from thefe robbers. Such was their fituation when 
Petrarch came among them : he could not hear 
this account of their diftrefles without tears. They 
begged he would intercede for them with the king' 
and queen of Naples, that they would be pleafed 
after the example of their predeceffors to proteft 
their houfe, and fend them a guard to defend them 
from thefe infults. Petrarch wrote direSly to 2Jc- 
nobi to defire he would implore the proteSion of 
the grand Senechal, who loved this order fo much, 
that he had juft built a fine houfe for them near 
Florence, and he expreffed to him in the mod af- 
feSing terms the mifery of their fituation. 

The Carthufians, hoping all things from the 
credit of Petrarch, contrived every method moft 
grateful and obliging, to exprefs their acknowledg- 
ment for his letter, and their attachment towards 
him ; and when he left them, they went with 
him as far as they dared, and fhed many tears at 
parting. Petrarch returned to Vauclufe, and pro^ 
pared foon after for his journey to Italy. He re- 
ceived from all parts the moft feducing propofals 
of eftablifliment. Nicholas Acciajoli preffed him 
to fettle in Naples : many things fuited him in this 
kingdom ; the beauty of the climate, and the 
friends he had there, who promifed him the tran- 
quillity he wiftied, and were perfons on whofe word 
he could rely : but the air of this country difagreed 
with hisconftitution, from its exceflive heat, An- 
drew Dondolo, Doge of Venice, had written to 
him to eftablifh his refidence at Venice, and pro- 
pofed many pleafures to himihw^* ** \x>& vcksr. 
G "^ ^^^ 
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for you to fettle, fays he, come to Venice, and 
you (hall find nothing to trouble your repofe." 
Petrarch, in his anfwer, thus apologizes for his 
wandering life : 

" Heroes, Philofophers, and Apoftles, fays 
he, have led this life. I fpeak of the primitive 
Apoftles ; for the modern ones luxurioufly repofe 
on beds o£ gold, and travel in mind only,, over the 
ejafrth and the fea. The infatiable defire of feeing 
and knowing all things, has led me from my youth. 
to run over the world. This defire is quenched 
by age. I wifli to fix ; but where, is the difficul- 
ty. I am like a man on a hard bed, who ihifts 
from one fide to the other, but finds no place of" 
reft. If to be motionlefs is conftancy, gouty men, 
are the moft conftant, death more fteady than 
they, and mountains firmer than them all." 

John, king of France, a. kind and amiable 
prince, invited Petrarch to Paris. He owed this 
favour to the Cardinal de Bologne ;. the reafons he 
gave for not accepting it, were the fituation of 
public aifairs in France at war with England ; and 
his diflike to the manners and cuftoms of France. 
In this ftate of fufpenfe, he wrote to Lelius to con- 
fult him, and to know wJiether he. propofed conr 
tinuing at Rome. 

** I WAIT, fays he, your anfwer with impa- 
tience ; if you advife me not to go there, I will 
feeka port between the Alps and the Appenines: 
ihould I find none, I will imitate thofe who having 
many years been voyagers on the ocean, will no 
more expofe themfeives to its tempefts. I will 
behold only the Sorgia, and live and die with the 
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peafants of Vauclufe. One thing only will con- 
cern me ; to refleS that my refurreSion will be fo 
near Avignon, that Babylon of impiety. 

Lelius replied hefliouU not continue at Rome;: 
and Petrarch went to Avignon the 26th of April, 
to take leave of his patrons and his friends. He 
learned there that the grand Senechal of Naples 
had loft his fon, who was tlvs moft aoqomplifhed 
young man of that age. His father^ though he • 
had the greateft tenderaefs for him, fupported this 
affliSion with firmnefs, and an entire refignation 
to the will of God. His body was carried with 
the pomp of royalty to the Carthufian monaftery 
near Florence. The removing it thither coft five, 
thoufand florins. The city of Florence rendered 
him the greateft honours. 

Petrarch wrote to Zenobi, defiring he 
would exprefs to the grand Senechal the intereft 
he took in his affliftion. " I came here, fays he,, 
the day before yefterday, to take my final leave of 
this place. The people 1 have fent to Italy, give 
me hopjes I fhall meet there with the retreat I 
wifli. I (hall leave this tempeftuous country, ne- 
ver to return to it more." 

" I AM going to pafs eight days at VaucKife^ 
to prepare for my departure.'* 

Petrarch went from Avignon without fee- 
ing the Pope. The Cardinal de Taillerand ufed 
every argument in vain, to engage him to fulfil 
this duty. The reafon he gave for his refufal, was 
this : ** I feared I might in fed him by my force- 
ries, or that he fhould infeS merhv his credulity.'* 



V. 
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I aik only your prefencc to do honour to my per- 
fon, and to be the ornament of my court. Pe- 
trarch could not refift fuch marks of fatour : over* 
whelmed with the goodnefs, and ftruck with the 
snajefly of this prince, which imprefled all who 
beheld him^ he was fiUnt. At laft he confented 
on thefe two conditions : the one, that they (hould 
give him a (ituation as retired as poffible ; the 
other, that he fhould not be obliged in any way to 
alter his manner of life ? 

The Archbiihop very readily granted thefe rc- 
quefts. 

The houfe chofen for him was at the end of 
the town, on the weft fide, near the gate of Ver- 
ceil, and clofe to the magnificent church of St. 
Ann^rofe. The air on this fpot was very good. 
At the entrance there were two handfome towers ; 
in front the battlements of the church ; and be- 
hind, the walls of the city, and a fine view of a 
rich country beyond them, extending even to the 
Alps ; he remarked that though it was the mid- 
dle of Tummer they were covered with fnow. 
What d }oJ for Petrarch to live near a church de- 
dicated t6 his favourite faint, of whom St. Auguf- 
tine had attefted fo many miracles ? He never en- 
tered this temple without feeling an extraordi- 
nary fervour. There was a ftatue of St. Am- 
brofe, faid to refemble him perfeftly ; and which 
appeared alive. Petrarch was never weary of be- 
holding it : ** It was a moft agreeable objeft, fays* 
he. This great Archbiihop appeared to give me 
his bleffing. What majefty in his countenance ! 
What fweetnefs and expreflion in his eyes 1 This 

fight 
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fight fpread over my heart a lively and incxprd^ 
ftble tranquillity; I rejoiced that I came to Milan." 
Petrarch's houfe was alfo near a little chapel where 
St. Ambrofe and St. Augufline fung together that 
facred Te Deum, from them fpread through all • 
the Italian churches ; and it was alfo near the gar- 
den where St. Auguftine was converted. Thefe 
circumftances rendered Milan a delightful fituation* 
to Petrarch. 

His friends however thought in a different man- 
ner. Socrates, Gui Settimo, Philip de Cabaffole 
faid one to the other, ** What ! This proud re* 
publican ! who defired nothing but liberty and in- 
dependence! This untancied animal,^ who ftarted 
at the fhadow of a yoke, and refufed the firil 
offices in Rome, becaufe he would not wear chains^ 
though of gold ! This mifanthrope, who could 
livfi no where but in the filence of the country ! 
This preacher up of folitude, is he fettled in a noify 
and turbulent city ?" At Florence, Boccace and 
his other friends could not imagine that ^ man fo 
zealous for the liberty of his country^ fliould live 
under , a tyrant who was endeavx)uring to fubdue it. 
The Prior of the Holy Apoftles thought as they 
did ; but he idolized Petrarch, and would not con- 
demn him as his other friends had done: he wrote 
to him thefe few lines : , . 

"; youR friends vhaye been a little. (harp upon 
you, and have wrpte their fentiments freely as you 
always defire them. You are no doubt of the opi- 
nion of Socrates, who faid, it is good to have cen- 
furers ; if what they fay is true, to eorrefl: the. 
fault ; if not, it does no harm. You afk me what 
I think ? I am in fome things, but not wholly of 

their 
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their opinion. Follow the courfe of fortune : no- 
thing is more painful and embarrafling than to have 
a great reputation to preferve. It is not juft, that 
a man whom philofophy has made free, fhould' 
become the flave of others. Do what you like 
without conftraint, and may you long enjoy that 
liberty." Petrarch in a letter to his friends, fpeaks 
fhus in his own juflification : ** You are in the 
right; I lay down my arms and have no defence 
to make. Man has not a greater enemy than him* 
felf, St. Chryfoftom has written a fine treatife to 
prove, that no one can juftly oflFend us, but our- 
felves. I have aSed againft my fentiments. We 
pafs our lives in doing what we ought not ; and in. 
leaving undone what we ought to do.'* 

In another letter he fays : 

" The public condemn without hearing me,, 
or viewing the reafons of my conduS. It was not 
poflible for me to refift the entreaties of this great. 
man. The requcfts of princes have more force 
than their commands. Laberius faid of Julius 
Caefar, * How can I refufe any thing to that man> 
who has been refufed nothing by the gods ?' * We 
cannot aS fo as to pleafe all the world ; as the fa- 
ble of the miller, his afs and fon, is a proof." 

There arrived at Milan this year Cardinal 
Albornos, legate from the Pope, who meant to 
fubdue the tyrants in Italy who had ufurped anun- 
jufl power. This Pope had great treafures, and 
foon raifed an army,, and chofe for his general this 
Cardinal, who was nobly defcended : on his fa- 
ther's fide, from Alphonfo V. king of Leon ; and 
on his mother's, from James king of Arragon* 
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He was made, when very young, Archbifliop of 
Toledo ; and was in the camp of Alphonfo XL 
in his war againft the Moors, and-fbught by his 
fide. Alphonfo dying in 1350, juft as he was go- 
ing to drive the Moors out of Spam ; Albornos 
went to Avignon, and Clement VI. made hini' 
a Cardinal. When he returned to Spain, he 
found that kingdom defobted by the cruelties of 
Don Pedro, the fon of Alphonfo, who, inflamed 
with a violent paifion for Mary Padilla, treated 
Blanche of Bouirbon his wife with the utmoft con- 
tempt, and put all thofe ta death who oppofed his 
meafures. Albornos fpoke arid wrote to him with 
a freedom truly apoftolic, which was fo ill received 
l>y this blinded prince, that the Cardinal retired to 
Avignon in 1353. 

When Fnndcent caft his eyes on him to execute 
fiis projeft in Italy, all the world agreed he could 
not have made a better choice, as befides his know- 
ledge in the military art, Albornos had other great 
quiities. He was well acquainted with the hu- 
man heart, and knew how ta avail himfelf of the 
foibles of men to compafs bis ends. He had a 
mind capable of forming great defigns, and of ex- 
ecuting them with furprifing celerity ; and with all 
this, a patience that could wait the favourable 
moment for their ripening, when that was necef- 
fary to their fuccefs. Modeft when a vi£kor, he 
opened his arms to a fubmiflive enemy : full of re- 
fources and expedients, he knew how to make ad- 
vantage of the reverfes of fortune : affable, though 
firm, he united an amiable fweetnefs with a juft 
feverity. Innocent VI. who knew him well, 
opened to him his treafures, and confided to him 
his fpiritual and temporal authority. 

The 
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The Legate fet out with the Pope's letters to 
the lords of Italy, traverfed the Alps, and arrived 
at Milan in September. This enterprife did not 
pleafe John Vifcomti, who held a fecret union 
with the ufurpers, and feared he muft give up Bo- 
logna, which he held only from a treaty with the 
former Pope, Things were now changed, and 
women no longer governed. Innocent, of an auf- 
tere temper, and determined on reformation, pur- 
fued a very di£Ferent plan from his predeceflbn 
The Legate was however received at Milan with 
infinite refped and fubmlflion, agreeable to the 
policy of its prince. His expences, and thofe of 
his numerous train, were defrayed ; and he was 
treated with all poffible magnificence. John Vif- 
comti, with his two nephews, went to meet hita 
two miles from the city, attended by an immenfe 
concourfe of people, expreifing the greateft joy I 
Petrarch was with the Vifcomtis on this occafion, 
and in the violence of the crowd, his horfe (lip* 
ping with his hind legs into a ditch, he would 
have been cruftied had he fallen : but Galeas Vif- 
comti difmounting, faved him from this imminent 
danger. 

The Legate treated Petrarch, who little ex- 
peSed it, with the utmoft diftinSion ; and after 
granting all he afked for his friends, preffed him 
to afk fomething worthy his own acceptance. Pe- 
trarch replied, ** When I afc for my friends, is 
it not the fame as for myfelf ? Have I not the 
higheft fatisfaQion in obtaining favours for them ? 
I have long put a rein on my own defires ; of wh^ 
then can I (land in need ?" 
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After the departure of the Legate, Petrarch 
went- into the country, to unbend his mind from 
the fatigues it had undergone; from whence, 
fome time after, he wrote this letter to a friend : 

** You have heard how much my peace has 
been difturbed, and my Icifure broken in upon, by 
an importunate crowd and unforefeen occupations. 
The Legate has left Milan ; and was received at 
Florence with general applaufe ; and I am again 
in my retreat : I have been long free, happy, and 
mafter of my time^ but I feel at prefent that li- 
berty and leifure are only for fouls of confummate 
virtue. Alas, that is not my ftate. Nothing is more 
dangerous for a heart fubjed to the paflions than 
to be free, idle and alone. The fnares of volup- 
tuoufnefs arc then more dangerous, and corrufpt 
thoughts gain an eaiier entrance : above all love, 
that feducing tormentor from whom I concluded I 
had nothing more to fear. I (hall confult a faith- 
ful phyfician, and fuffer with patience the rudeft 
applications of his ikilful hand to remove every 
lurking difeafe." Petrarch doubtlefs refers here to 
his old paflion for Laura, reviving in folitude, and 
not a new attachment." 

Soon after the departure of the Legate there 
arrived news at Milan, that the fleet of the Ge- 
noefe was entirely deftroyed by the Venetians and 
Cafalonians, near the Ifland of Sardinia. The 
courier that brought this news to Milan gave a 
moving account of the ftate of the Genoefe. Not 
a family in it but had loft fonre relation. A great 
part of the nobility periflied : nothing but cries 
and groans were heard in the ftreets. Petrarch 
was going to write to confole and re-animate them, 

but 
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but he was told they were driven to defpair. He 
trembled at this news, and flung down his pen. 

" Cities, fays he, and the world itfelf have 
their old age, and like men they tend onward to 
deftruSion. Salluft with reafon fays, that all that 
rifes fets, and every thing which grows decays.** 
John Vifcomti had views on Genoa, which was a 
port conveniently fituated for him. He inverted 
it on all fides by land, and the enemies blocked it 
up by fea ; fo that they were reduced to famine. 
His partifans infinuated to the Gcnoefe, that they 
had no other remedy but to put themfclves under 
the protedion of frhis lord. The Genocfe did not 
long deliberate ; Ihey fent a folemn deputation to 
John Vifcomti. There was a decent and eveD 
refpe^able grief, fays Petrarch, in thefe meflen- 
gers. Statius fays, there is even dignity in the 
unhappy. 

John ViscoMTi convened his counfcHors r 
Petrarch was one of them. The chief of the de- 
putation fpoke and faid, ** We come by order of 
the people of Genoa, to oflFer you the city of 
Genoa, its inhabitants, their fea, and their land, 
their goods, their hopes and eftates, and every 
thing that belongs to them, both facred and pro- 
fane, from Cor vo to Monaco, on certain conditi- 
ons that fhall be agreed on. The prince anfwered, 
that he knew the difficulties of the enterprize, but 
depending on divine more than human aid, he 
would accept their propofals. That he would en- 
gage to protect them, and to render juftice to all 
the world : and that, not to extend his dominion^ 
but out of compaflion to an opprefled people. He 
concluded by befeeching God and all the faints to 
, fucceed 
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fucceed his defigns. Petrarch was defired to pre- 
pare an anfwer, but he excufed himfelf on the 
(hortnefs of the time aifigned for contipofing it. 

The event juftified the ftep they had taken. 
The city changed its appearance the moment the 
Archbifhop took pofTeffion : plenty was reftored ; 
and after depofing the Doge, he took the reins of 
government into his own hands. He gave them 
money to arm their gallies, and renew their com- 
merce : he had the road widened from Genoa to 
Nice, which alarmed the people of Provence, fo 
much was his power dreaded even out of Italy. 
Among other improvements, he gave a clock to 
the city, a great curiofity in this age. 

Petrarch, fatigued with the tumults of the 
city, went a little tour to the caftle of Colomban, 
built by the emperof BarbarofTa ifi his journey to 
Italy, 1 1 64. It belong now to the Carthufians. 
He thus defcribes it : ^ 

" This famous caftle, fortified by nature and 
art, is fituated on a rich hill, at the bottom of 
which runs the Lambro, a fmall but clear river, 
which waflies the town of Monca, and then falls 
into the Po. Towards the Weft, there is a view 
of Pavia, Plaifance, Cremona : to the North, the 
Alps, which feparate Italy from Germany, which 
are always covered with (how. The Appennine, 
and Its numberlefs cities, are to the South : and 
the Po, taking an immenfe courfe, winds its 
ftream along, and fertilifes this beautiful coun- 
try." 

P^tharch could not view this fpot, without 
recalling the idea of his bt\ovedfoV\lvLi^?xN^^\- 
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clufe. He had juft received a letter from Socrates, 
who informed him he was there with Gui Setti- 
mo. The latter was to have accompanied Petrarch 
into Italy, but was prevented by ficknefs; and 
when he recovered the heats were too violent to 
attempt it. Petrarch wrote to him, to exprefs hit 
regret that he was not there to do the honours of 
his little houfe." You are now, fays he, in the 
temple of peace, and the afylum of repofe. If 
you take my advice, you will often come thither 
to relieve yourfelf from the fatigues and buttles of 
a court. Make ufe of my books, who weep for 
the abfcnce of their mafter, and the death of their 
guardian. My garden implores your care, and 
that of Socrates, to comfort it for my abfence, 
and to keep it in repair. Plant fome trees, that 
(hall be a (hade to us in old age, which we will 
pafs there together, if the deftinies (hall permit. 
My houfe is yoijrs: my little.bed will not mifs its 
mafter, if you vouchfafe to fleep in it." This 
letter he formed on that delightful mountain feat- 
cd on the lawn, under the fhade of a chefnut, 
and wrote it in the caftle, where he flept that 
night. They prepared for him a magnificent 
chamber, and a bed which was not, fays he, the 
bed of a poet or a philofopher. 

PETRARCH, when he called Vauclufe the 
temple of peace, did not forefee the difafter that 
happened foon after. A band of robbers who 
had tdrtimitted many robberies in that part of the 
country 5 went to Petrarch's houfe, which they 
fet on fire, and took every thing they could find." 
An old arch flopped the rage of the flames. The 
fon of the fifherman who had feared this, and was 
now its keeper; had carried to the caftle fome 
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books Petrarch had left behind him. The thieves 
imagining it was well defended^ dared not attack 
it. Heaven would not permit fo invaluable a trea- 
fure, fays Petrarch, to fall into fuch vile hands. 

, Petrarch found on his return to Milan, a 
letter from the emperor, in which he gives many 
political reafons for not coming fooner to the af- 
fiftance of Italy. " You have read, fays he, the 
anfwer of Auguftus in the happieft years of Rome, 
to thofe who oflSered him the fceptre. You know 
not the burden of empire: we who are charged 
with it feel this truth. It is love for mankind 
alone that can furmoant the difficulties of govern- 
ment. Viewing the diforders of Rome and Italy, 
we have refolved, notwithftandiiig our own weak 
condition, to lend our aid : but it appeared as a 
capital difeafe to deferve a very attentive exami- 
nation. Friend, we muft compare the prefent with 
the pad, to re-eftabli(h the luftre of the one, and 
to purge the infamy of the other. But phyficians 
have agreed, and Caefars have proved, that before 
we employ inftruments, every method (hould be 
tried. We advife therefore, and wait for fuc- 
cours, that we may do nothing unworthy or un- 
becoming of an Emperor. W^. wifh to difcourfe 
with you, who hold fo high a rank on Parnaflus ; 
and we look upon you as one of our moft faith- 
ful fubjeas," 

As this letter was long, in coming,. Petrarch be- 
igins. his anfwer with a pleafantry. " I find, fays 
be. It is as difficult for your couriers and dlfpatches 
to pafs the Alps, as your perfons and your legions.** 
He had preffed the Emperor fome time before 

this. 
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this, to come immediately into Italy, and take pof- 
fefllon of the empire. " I hoped, adds he, I 
had perfuaded you; but I perceive my error. 
You think difTerently from me, and will be be- 
lieved ; for you hold the reins of the earth, and 
the helm of the fea. What confoles me is, that 
though you do not adopt my opinion, you will 
approve my zeal ; and I cannot receive a greater 
recompenfe than this." 

In this anfwer, he fpeaks thus concerning Rlenzi: 
*^ How* much eafier is it for you to re-eftabiifli 
•the empire of Rome, than it was for Romulus to 
lay its foundation on the rocks, in the midft of 
thofe nations who oppofed him ; or for Caefar to 
beconie mafter of this empire, at the time when 
its republic was mod flourifhing ! As a proof of 
this, behold the man who rofe up in its moft de- 
clining period ; and though neither king, conful, 
nor patrician ; nay, fcarcely known as a Roman 
citizen ; neither diftinguifhed by the titles of his 
anceftors, nor by his own virtues, yet dared to 
declare himfelf the reftorer of the public liberty. 
What title could be more fplendid for a private 
man ? Tufcany fubmitted to him immediately : 
Italy followed her example : Europe, and the 
whole world, were fet in motion. We have feen 
this ; it is not a thing that we only read of in 
hiftory. Juftice, peace, faith, and fafety return- 
ed ; and the traces of the golden age began to ap • 
pear upon earth.. In the moft brilliant moment 
of fuccefs, he gave up his enterprife. I accufe 
no one ; I will neither condemn, nor abfolve. 
This nian took the ieaft title in Rome. If the 
name of Tribune could produce fuch an efFed, 
what cannot be done with the title of Cxfar ?" 

Soon 
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Soon after this, a league was formed by the 
lords of Padua, Modena, Mantua, and Venice, 
with the Emperor, who was to be crowned at 
Rome. This confederacy alarmed John Vifcomti, 
and he fent to invite the Emperor to come and 
receive the crown at Milan, and he chofe Petrarch 
for this embaiTy. He wifhed for repofe, and did 
not care to traverfe the mountains in winter, but 
he could not refift the indnuating manners of this 
prince. Before he fet out on this embafly, he re- 
ceived the prefent of a Greek Homer, from the 
ProQor of Romania, whom he knew at Avignon, 
when fent there by the Elmperor of Conftantino- 
ple, to negociate the union of the Greek and Latin 
churches. He was a man of merit and genius ; 
and the prefent he made to Petrarch was rare; there 
was not one befides this in Italy ; they had only 
the bad tranflation of Homer by Pindar in Latin 
verfe. 

Petrarch acknowledged the favour in the 
following lines : 

*' You could not have made a prefent more 
agreeable to me, or more noble and worthy of 
you ; why am I not able to add alfo, as well.de- 
ierved by me ? Could you have joined yourfelf 
with it to ferve me as a guide, it would have been 
ineftimable. But I loft the two ears through which 
1 underftood Homer ; the one by death, the other 
by abfence. The Honoer you have fent is, however, 
deartotne; and ftill the imore fo, becaufe it is the 
pure original emanations from his cekftial mind. 
Macrobius calls this poet the fource of adl imagina- 
tion. I embrace this divine author, and return you 
a thoufand thanks for having adorned my houfe with 
this king of poets, and pricce of philofophers." 

I SHALL 
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^ I SHALL be proud of two fuch gVLttiz sls 
flomer and Plato in their own habit, and I def- 
|>air not of underftanding them more perfedly 
hereafter; Cato was older than I am, when he 
began to learn Greek. Command me, if I can 
ferve you in any thing ; and grant me fome op- 
portunity of repaying the many debts I owe you. 
Succeis, they fay, infpires confidence : I fixxl it 
fo ; and dare yet beg you to fend me, at your 
convenience, Hefiod and Euripides. I know not 
why my name is more fpoken of in the Weft, 
than it ought to be : if you judge it proper, make 
it known in the Ead ; that by your means, the 
Emperor of Conftantinople may not difdain the 
man who has been honoured by the Emperor of 
Rome." 

John Cantacu^ene was at this time Emperor 
of Conftantinople, and he merited fuch a compli- 
ment from Petrarch. He was a man of genius 
and letters, and has left us a well-written hiftory 
of what pafled under his own reign, and that of 
Andronicus Poleologus his predeceflbr^ 

A FEW days after this, Petrarch went on his 
embafly ; one great point of which was to treat 
with the Venetians : but notwithftanding his elo- 
quence and his friendfhip with the Doge, he could 
hot fucceed. The confequence was, that the Ge- 
floefe by the affiftance of John Vifcomti, armed 
twenty-thl'ee galleys with which they made great 
havodk tn a defcent on the Venetian coaft, who 
thotight themfclves fecure from all attack. This 
news fpread horror and difmay : Andrew Dondolo 
took every meafure that wifdom could fuggeft at 
this junfture: but his precautions were ineffec^ 

Vot. II. H tual 
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tual. The ihock this furprifc gave him, impaired 
1)is health ; he knguiibed frokn this time and died 
the 8th. of September 1354, extremely regretted 
by all. 

'** Hx wa^, ftys'Petrartb, iiman of virtue and 
. integrity-, ftiU of love and zeal for the republic : 
tirilfe, ekK}iiem, prudent, kind and affable. He 
liad but -^oe ^rah, he loved war, and it was not 
Ybited to : his.chaia3er or manners. : I fpoke and 
wrote 10 him on this fubjed with the greateft 
freedom : .be had the goodnefs to receive it kindly, 
for he )LQew my heart ; but the confidence he was 
jufpn-ed with from this lafl. vtdory againft the 
'^Genoefe, caufed him to rejefit my advice. He 
judged of the goodnefs of a caufe by the event,; 
and often repeated to me what Scipio (aid to Han- 
tnbat, arid Lucan puts into the mouth of Csfar : 
* the filccefsof this army (hatt'prove the jufticc 
<>f its caufe, the yanquiflied (hall be the guilty 
•tide.' Fdnttie Cdtiferred a. favour on this prince 
in the.death it fent hini, for had he lived a little 
longer, he would have feen the total ruin of his 
country ;. over whom the Genoefe gained, foon 
af^er tlu^a oot^eat vidory. 

•In Oabber 1554, Pfetrarch loft a friend, whofe 
^ boumy.and favour towards bim had fincerely at- 
tached his ihwttii this was John Vifcomti. He 
liad a fmall lump oh his forehead, juft above his 
eye-brow; he bad it cut off, and died in the 
nifeht, without having time to receive the Sacra- 
ments. Petrarch fpeaks favourably of this gr^t 
Wan; in which he agrees with moft contemporary 
hiftortane. Except Villani, they all allow that 
John Vifcomti treated bis fubjeas with great bu- 

manity. 
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inanity, that he diftributcd juftice with exadnefs, 
and was very charitable to the poor. It is owned 
fee was ambitious, and every thing he did was 
accpmpsmied with dignity. His name was re- 
novmed in the nioftdiftant cduntries ; and refpeSed 
even by the Turks. He was formed to pleafe the 
fair fex, for he was handfome, gay, genctous and 
courageous, but his great pafCon was ambition i 
and he was feared throughout Italy. It is re- 
ported, however, that when the Romans wouM 
have yielded to his authority, he refufed tbem» 
faying, Rome belongs to the Pope, and to the Em- 
peror. He was interred in the great church <rf 
Milan, where his Maufoleum remains with this 
Epitaph: 

" Passenger, woiildtt thdo know the no- 
thingnefs of all hyman power and grandeur ; learn 
what I was, and behold what I am. I had im- 
menfe tteafures, vaft palaces, fuperb cities : my 
name alone made all Italy tremble. Of what ufc 
is all this to me now ? Behold me (hut up within 
-a ftone, and devoured by worms.** 

John ViscoMTi had -three nejiiewSj \vh6 
were his heirs, and took poffeflion of his eftates^ 
withotit the Ic^ft contention, oh the day marked 
for that purpofe by an aflrologer, without whofe 
art nothing of any imj>ortance was undertaken in 
this age. Petrarch was defired to addtefs the peo- 
ple convoked to this ceremony. In the middle of 
his harangue the aftrologer cried.out, the moment 
was come and ,it 'wt>lild be dangerous to let it pafs* 
Petrarch, though hfe hs^d the greateft contempt fot 
this fuperftitious Tjcienqe, gave way to their preju- 
dices and flopped tlireftly. The aftrologcr, afto* 
niftied at it, faid to him, there is yet one momiettt 
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more, you may go on. I have nothing more to fay, 
xeplied Petrarch : and I know no tale with which 
I can amufe the affembly. The aftrologer was 
difconcerted and rubbed his forehead, while fome 
of the auditors were laughing ; and jothers wonder- 
ing 9Whi&.a(rurance ; when he cried out again, the 
happy inftant is come : on which an old officer 
carried three white flakes like the pallifades of a 
town, and gave one to each of the three brothers^ 
.which finiihed the feremoiny. 

" The aftrologef, (ays Petrarch, was older 
and w.ifer than^ me ; I loved, and fhould have been 
ftill noore attached to him« if he had not been an 
aftrologer. I fometimes joked and fometimes re- 
proached him for this profei&on. One day when 
I had been (harper with him than u(ual, he replied 
with a figh, friend, you are in the right ; I think 
as you do ; but I have a wife and children I This 
anfwer touched me fo much, that I never fpoke 
^gain to him on that fubjeS." 

There was a great difference in thecharaSer 
of the three Vifcomtis. Matthew the eldeft hated 
hufineis^^andicd an idle drunken life ; all his plea- 
fuce was hawkingj and every amufement which 
women, could 4>artgke cf. It is recorded in the an- 
nals of the church, that he fztkd the days and 
nights in continual debauchery; always furrounded 
by the infamous part of the fex. 

Barnabas, the fc<;ond brother, was cruel 
and morofe, breathing nothing but war and (laugh- 
ter, the exercife of which added to his natural fe- 
rocity, made him afterwards a monfter of tyranny 
and cruelty. He married the daughter of Martin 

de 
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de Lefcale, wBo was called the Queen, from the 
great airs (he put on, and her love of pomp and 
offentation. She lay in this year of a boy, and 
did Petrarch the honour to chufe him for its god- 
father. He called him Mark, gave him a cup of 
gold, and made a Latin poem on theq(:ca(|Oti, in 
which he celebrated all the great men who had 
borne that name. 

Gale AS the younger brother, had great fweet- 
nefs of temper and goodnefs of mind : he loved 
hunting, but only as an amufement. He made war 
with courage and judgment,, but he preferred 
peaxre : handfome, well made and' agreeable, he 
pleafed'and'he Ibved the fair fex, but he kept this 
affedion within bounds. He idolized Petrarch; 
and engaged him to continue at Milan. Petrarch 
attached hiinfclf fincerely to this Prince, wHom 
he fpeaks of in the bigheft mtanner. 

These brothers pcrceivc;d of what confequence 
it was to be (irmly united againft the league that 
threatened them, headed by the Emperor. Bar- 
nabas was charged with the ttiilitary affairs ; all 
the reft lay upon Galeas. Matthew, or the eldeft, 
prefided over all in name, but did not interfere in 
any thing. They did nothing of any importance 
without confulting Petrarch, and this confidence 
retained him at Milan. 

The death of the Doge of Venice and JohnVif- 
comti were foflowed by thatof Rienzi, whofe tragic 
end we will briefly relatcu He continued in prifon 
during the life of Clement* Innocent viewed Ri- 
enzi in a different light from his prcdeceflTor, who 
had fuffered him to live, but thought his madnefs 

required 
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required confiDement. Rome y^a^ at this time in 
a worfe (late than ever : it was a fcene of violence 
and bloodfhed. The Pope fent Ricnzi to Cardinal 
Albornos, with orders to the Cardinal to re-efia- 
blifli him a:t Rome when he few a convenient op- 
portunity ; and wrote thefe lines with bioL 

** As a remedy for the evils of RcHpe' we have 
fent our dear fon Nicholas Rienzi, a Roman Che-^ 
valier, in the hope that being enlightened by ad- 
verfity, he will renounce all hb fantaftie vifions, 
and enpploy the great talents God ha^ givexv hin> 
to fupprefs the wicked^ and (o eftablifil peace. 
We have abfolved him from the cenfu.re and pu- 
niJhment he was undc* aqd fend hinji to you freed 
from dl bondsi** . '^^ 

Cardinal AlbornoSj who knew mankind 
better than the Pope, ^ thought diflferently of Ri? 
enzi, and made no great hafle to re-eftablifh him, 
Francis Baroncelli, J(be^ writer for the fenate, took 
it int0 his head to fet/hin}felf in^ Eien^a's places 
without his eloquence /^n^ talents But this no- 
velty lail^d only four months^ He abandoned 
himfelf to excefs and cruelty, an^ was maflacred ;. 
after which the people fubmitted to the Legate. 

RieKzi being thus fet aiide, defired leave to 
go to Rome, which the Cardinal granted, giving 
him the letters patent from the Pope* Tnus eRa- 
Wilhed fenator he obliged the qobility to take the 
oath of fidelity ; the fucce'fljw' of the Colonna's,^ 
Ihut up in his palace at Pakflrina^ a place of fuch 
ftrength that it required an army to befiege it, 
refufed ; and braved hU deputies to the very gates 
of Rome. Rienil bad no money to raife houfes, 

but 
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but the Chevalier de Montrial, the chief of ihe 
biuklitti who iofefted the counrtry round, coming 
to Rome to fee his brothers ; Rienzi had him (lop- 
ped and beheaded,' and feized a part of the trea- 
fores he had amafled : the people were difpleafed 
at this, but much more fo when he put to death 
Pandolf^r a good man, loved and refpeSed by all. 
They rofe up againft Rienzi. Abandoned by every 
one, he put on his armour and came on the bal- 
cony, where he ufcd to harangue* making figns to 
be heard, and crying out. Long live the people ; 
but finding all in vain, he ordered the doors of the 
cepitol to be thrown open, hoping to fave himfelf 
during the pillage. He blackened his face, put 
on the habit of a peafant, and throwing a pillow 
over his head which covered his face, he ran down 
the flairs crying out, afceod I afcend ! there is 

ijood fpoil. S^me one, who knew his voice, 
iiatched off the pillow, faying /* Stop ! whither 
art thou running." His bracelets of gold, which 
he had forgot to take off, betrayed him. They 
brought him to the place where he had paffed fo 
many fentences of death. In this ridicuigus dif- 
guife he was an hour expofed to the rabble, with- 
out faying a word, or being infulted by any one : 
fuch was the awe ' in which they flood of him ! 
At lafl one of them pluiiged a poignard into his 
bfeafl, and it was immediately followed by a 
thoufand others. Such was the end of this mad 
Tribune ! 

It does not appear from the writings of Pe- 
trarch that he had the leafl connection with or 
concern in Rienzi's re-eflablifhment ; he was 
wholly engaged at prefent with the arrival of the 
Eoiperor, who was expeSed every day in Italy. 

He 
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He came to Mantua in OSobcr, after having 
been at Padua where he was magnificently re- 
ceived. From Mantua he wrote to Petrarch to 
invite him to come there, and exprefled an ex- 
treme defire to fee him. Petrarch delighted with 
fo flattering a diftinSion, was not flopped by the 
extreme bad- weather. It froze fo hard that they 
faid the Emperor had brought with him the Ger- 
man frofls. The old men in Italy declared they 
had never felt fuch fevere cold ; the roads were, 
like glafs. The horfes, though fi^oftfhod, could 
fcarcely keep on their, feet. Happily there fell a 
great quantity of fnow^ which made the roads paf- 
fable. Petrarch fet out in fo thick a fog, he 
could not diftinguifb one objeS around. Some 
armed foldiers came now and then out of their 
ambufcades. They abrmed, but did me no fturt, 
fays he, as they belonged to the Lords of Milan. 
The firfl night he was obliged to flop on the banks 
of the river Chiofi, it being too late to pafs over 
it. The next day he would fet out before fun- rife : 
his attendants murmured at being cxpofed to fo vio- 
lent a cold, which could hardly be fupportcd even in 
bed. As he came out of the inn he faw the Em- 
peror*is mefTenger : he came that night from Cre- 
rapna ; his people were frozen and could not 
move a flcp farther: «* as to himfelf, fays Pe- 
trarch, he had the air of a man who is walking by 
moon-light in a fine fummer's night." Never was 
there a body more hardened to fatigue,, or lefs 
fenfible of the injuries of the weather- Petrarch 
with all his diligence was four days upon the road. 
The Emperor expreiTed his obligation to him for 
€omin|: in fuch wx:ither, and told him he had fel- 
dom, ttrh fo (harp a froft in Germany. Petrarch 
anfwtrtd^ that Providence \vouW inure the Ger- 

mans 
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mans by degrees to the climate of Italy. He 
thus relates his reception and difcourfe with thi) 
prince. ** The Emperor received me with fuch 
kind and eafy manners, as had neither the ap- 
pearance of Imperial pomp, nor German formalin 
ty ; he lived with me as with hn equai. We 
pafled fometimes whole days in difcourfingy from 
the break of day till night, as if he had no other 
employment : he fpoke to me of my works, and 
expreflfed a great defire to fee them, above ali> 
that which treats of illuftrious men. I told him 
that 1 required leifure and repofe to finifli this 
work; he gave me to underftand he wiihed it to 
appear with his name : I replied with that free- 
dom with which nature endued me, and which 
-cuftom has confirmed, and years have drengthen-' 
jcd ; Great Prince ! there requires for this, only 
virtue on your part, and leifure on mine.'* 

■^^ He defiredme to explain my felf, and Ifaid^. 
time is neceffary for a work of this kind, in which 
I propofe to infert great things in a little fpace: 
On your fide you muft labour to merit your name 
.^ the head of my book. It is not fufiicient for 
that, to wear a crown, or bear a fuperior title ; 
your virtue and great zQliotk muft rank you among 
thofe &moiis men:whofechara£ters will be iketched 
out in this work'; Live in fuch a manner, that 
after having read' the lives of your illuftrious pre- 
deceffors-, you (hall deferve that yours alio ftioutdv 
be read by pofterity.'.*^ 

*^ The Emperor fliewed by a fitille and a ftf- 

rene countenance that my liberty had not difplcafed 

him. I took this occafion to prefent him with 

fome medals of Emperor^ in gold and filver whic-h 

H 5 were 
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were my delight. In the colled'ton there was 
one of Aiiguftus in high prefervation ; he appear- 
ed alive t '^ Here, faid }, are the great men whofe 
piace yott occopy, and who longht to fisrve you as 
examples. Thefe roedab Mf dear to me, I (hotikl 
not have given them to aay. other, hat they are 
yours by right." I then gave him an ahftrad of 
their lives, with a word here and there to excite 
his im.iution of them : he feemed to lifkn to me 
with pleafure, and faid he had never received fa 
agreeable a prefent* I (hould never end was I to 
give an account of all the convtrfations I had 
with this Prince. He defired me one da:y to re- 
late my hiftbry from infancy ; I made every poffi«- 
ble excufey but he would be obeyed: he was very 
attentive, and if I omitted any thing from for- 
getfulnefs, or the fear of tiring out his patience,, 
he reminded me of it. I was aftouifhed to find 
him better informed than myfelf of the minuteft 
circumftances of my life." [It will. be no doubt 
tecoUedled that this was the Prince who on a. 
vifit to the Pope wkh his father, then Emperor, 
feleSed Laura from the ladies around her, to 
pay her the mod: particulair hiarks of refped and. 
attention.] 

" Aftjer this the Empdror afked me what 
were 'my projefts and my future plan of life? My 
will is good, faid I, but habit prevyik over it. 
I am like the fea, buiFetied by contrary winds. 
I underftand you> faid he, but you do not anfwer 
my queftion : What kind of life would be moft 
agreeable, and that you would prefer to all others? 
A life of folitude, I replied without hefitation ; 
(here is none more fure, more tranquil, more 
agreeable, or which fuits me To well. If I am 

able 
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able I will feek it at its fource ; that U to fay in 
woods and in mountains » as I have already done : 
if not I will try to enjoy it even* in the midft of 
cities. Tbisy (aid he fmtling, is what I wifli to 
bring you to^ and that you ftiouid own an error I 
would undertake to combat, tboi^h 1 am partly 
of your way of tbioktng. Take caie; replied I, 
you will not fight with equal weapons ; I know 
the vulgar thi^ differently on this bead^ but I 
have the greateft of authorities on my fide, befide 
experience, that it becomes not a Prince like you 
to think as the vulgar ; and I would even take 
the* inhabitants of cities themielves for my judges 
in this caufe. > I have juft written a little treatife 
on this fubjefib : I know it, returned the Emperor 
with vivacity; and if I find that book 1 will throw 
it into the fire. I muft then take care, replied I^ 
it never falls into your bands*?' 

•* W£ had long and frequent difputes of this 
fort, always feafoned with the fait of good hu- 
mour ; and I muft confefs that the Emperor com- 
bated my folitary- fyftem with furpriziug energy, 
and boafted he had gained the vidory. He begged 
of me to accompany^ him to Rcune: ** It is not 
fufficient for mc| faid he, to fee that celebrated 
city with my. own eyes ; I wiih to fee it through 
yoursj which are fo much clearer than mine ; I 
ihall want you alfo in fome of the cities of Tuf- 
cany. Rome and Caefar, thefe are indeed my 
idols, I replied, and it would have delighted ipe 
to go to Ronte with Caefar, bpt many obftades 
oppofe : and this^ was a pew fubjeft of difpute tUl 
we feparated. He ufed every oWigiag perfuafien ; 
and I may well boaft that Dionyfiu? the tyrant 
was not kinder to Plato than Caefar was to me." 

Thi? 



%^ THELIFEOr 

Ttiit fMfic pfiscc^ «'b(D CBtne mtoloiiv es- 
tkely u> ttflbe peaoe^ ix^ointed (Hie witb tbe Tii^ 
cQcxitif 10 particutar^ who had tiurtr dioatnid 
tf<K>p# in {omI order. 'Iliry flude the taiifieior 
firclepu^ biit«Ka€ted that he flKNiUiKn enter Milan, 
m4 that the troopf diattolcMredbiflB ftoaU be (bi^ 
aroicd. Chafflo had the veakfle& to fiidamt to 
thcfe coo^lioM : Ui iofe of peace prevailed over 
every other coofideratioa The Vifcomtis ordesed 
that bit expencef fluMsId be defrayed while to tbdr 
Urritormp §n6 that of l»f three thodaod difarmed 
cavaliers ^ commaodifig none of their fobjeds to 
receive any paymem or reward. Gaieas Vifcomti 
came out to meet bim» and conduded him to the 
palace defttoed for him* The next day the Em- 
peror went to the Abbe of Chioravalle, where 
dinner wai prepared for him, and where Barnabas 
prefented him on hit own part and on his brothers, 
with thirty fine horfei, richly harneffed. When 
tbe^ came to the gatcf of Milan, the Emperor 
invited by the two brotherf to enter, anfwered 
that could not be, for he would keep the word 
he hftd given. The Vifcomtis politely told him 
that it wai a favour they had aflced, btcaufe they 
fuppofed the troops of the confederateJords would- 
attend him i but that fuch a precaution could 
never • regiard hit perfon, whofe prcfence would 
ik) themgreftt honour (and that if he judged it 
neceflary they would abfolve him of the promife 
he had made. The Emperor infilled no farther, 
and entered with them the fourth of Jjimiary 
iJiSS* He was received with drums, trampets 
and other inftrumcms, which made fo loud a noife 
lh«t had Heaven thundered he could not, fays 
IVtraich, have been heard : it was more like m 

tumult 
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ttimuU than a feaft. They gave the Prince and- 
bis attendants a palace magnificently furni(hed». 
and every thing he could defire. The three bro- 
thers then paid homage to him, and declared they 
held all they pofTeffed from his authority, and. 
would only employ it in his fervice. 

The next day, willing to give the Emperor a 
high idea of their power, they made a .general 
review of all their troops, the cavalry and infan- 
try, to which they joined fome companies of citi- 
zene, well mounted and magnificently dreflfed to 
add to the parade ; and they told him that befides 
thefe, their forts and caftles were all fiirnifhed with 
good garrifons. 

The Emperor was not much at bis eafe in th^ 
xnidft of fo many troops, {hut up in the city, and 
at the mercy of thofe whom he bad fome reafon 
to fufpeft : however he put a good face on the 
matter, and appeared every where with a counte- 
nance which hid the feelings-of his heart. Petrarch 
fcarcely ev«r left him, and the Prince employed 
every moment,, in converfing with him, he could 
{leal from public aiFairs and thefe fatiguing cere- 
monies. He leceived the iron crown in the church 
of St. Ambrofe from the hands gf Robert Vif* 
comti, Archbifhop of Milan, in the prefence of 
the Patriarch of . Aguilon, his brother, and a great 
number of lords and biihops. In this ceremony 
the Emperor made Chevaliers of John Galeas, 
ton of Galeae A ifcpmti, and Blanche of Savoy; 
and Mark fon of Barnabas and his Queen ; and 
two infants only two years old. The three bro- 
thers were declared Vicars of the Empire for all 
Ihiceftates thjeypoQefled in Italy. They gave to 

the 
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the E^nperor fifty thoufand florins of gold, twelve 
h6rfes covered with a fine cloth lined withermine^ 
and fix hundred foldiers to efeort him to Rome. 
A hifiiop had predided that the eagle Ihould fub- 
mit to the viper, as the viper was painted on the 
Milanefe ftandards.; this prophecy feemed to be 
verified. The Emperor looked upon himfelf at 
Milan to be in a magnificent prifon ; he got out 
o£ it as foon as he cooldy and his impatience 
cauied him to lofehisr Imperial gravity. Vill^i 
hys that he ran through the ftates of the Vifcom- 
tis with the precipitation of a merchant who is 
going to a feir; and. be did not fairly breathe till 
be was out of their dominions. Petrarch accom- 
panied him five miles beyond Pkifancc ; the 
Prince renewed his intreaties that he would go 
with him to Rome.* Petrarch excufed himfelf 
with all the civility poffible, and with much dif* 
ficulty obtained leave to depart. . When they 
were bidding farewel, a Tufcan Chevalier in the 
tFain of the Emperor, took Petrapdh by the hand, 
and turning to the Emperor faid to hind. This is 
the man of whom I have fo often fpoken to you ; 
he will fing your praife, if you defcrve it ; ,^ut be 
allbred he knows wh^i to fpeak and when to be 
filent. Such freedom of fpeech did the Emperor 
indulge to tkofe who were attached to his perfon. 

On his return to Milan, Petrarch defired no- 
thing ib much as to ^o and enjoy in folitude the 
ixpofe he had To long been deprived of ; he com- 
pares his condition to that of a thirfty (lag, who, 
ftunned with the noife of the dogs, feeks the cool 
iVream and the fi lent (hade. In his retreat he re- 
fleded on the corrupt manners of the age he lived 
tn : the exceflfes h^ witnefTed in the Germans who 

were 
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were in the Emperor's train, gave rife to thcfe fo- 
Hloquies. Seneca fays, every one complains of 
kis own agei 

At this tinoe Leiius wrote a letter to Petrarch 
fcom Avignon, to inform him of his departure 
for Pifa and Rome, and to defire a letter of re- 
commendation from him to the Emperor. Pe- 
trarch: immediately wrote this letter. 

" Gut: AT Prince ! your goodneis emboldens - 
me to prefent to you my other felf. The bearer- 
of this letter to your footAool is a Roman citizen^ 
ennobled by birth, but iliH more ennobled by his 
virtues. I (hould never end, was I to fpeak of his 
prudence, his fiiklity, hU induftry and eloquence ; 
and 1 would rather you fhould form an idea of 
Wm from your own judgment, which nothing cfi- 
capes, and which cannot be deceived. If you 
honour me with fo much confidence, be afiured 
that he is a man worthy of your favour. Add to 
•this that he has been always attached to your per- 
son, your friends, and your empire. Etienne 
Colon|i^ that renowned hero, whofe zeal for the 
fjnperor, Henry VII. your royal grandfather, is 
imovkii to all the. wbrld, loved LeHus as his fon. 
oAilas ! that good old man fighed for your arrival,, 
as Simeon did for that of the Mefliah ; but death 
defrauded him of this pleafure. His children che- 
rifhcd Leiius as their brother, and John Colonna,. 
his grand^fon, looked on him as his father. I 
^remember to have feen you at Avignon, leaning 
£imitiarly upon his fboulder, and carefling him 
with the gneateft afFefiion; Leiius poflfefTed the 
confidence of all this noble family ; after paflxng 
his infancy with one branchy and his youth with 

another^ 
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another^ he confecrated to them every moment of 
his life, and would have ended it with them, if 
death had not cut down almoft at one ftroke a fa- 
mily devoted to your fervice. Imagine them all 
at your feet, beleeching you to prote£t the rban 
they loved and efteemed, and whom they had: as 
ki were adopted.'* 

" I WILL further add thatLelius was favoured 
with the good graces of Pope Clement, whom 
yourefpeded as your father, and who loved you 
asafon^ of the king of France, who is united to 
you by blood and by friendfliip; ai\jd of the Car- 
dinal de Porto who does honour to the purple by 
his birth and great qualities, and with whom you 
are alfo tenderly united. After fo many great 
names (hall I prefume to add my own j and recom- 
mend him to you as my friend? behold how 
far zeal and attachm^t can heighten my confi- 
dence!" ' 

It. is not aftoniihing that fuch a man as Pe- 
traich defcribes I melius, and the bearer of a letter 
from him, fiiould be well received by the Empe- 
ror. This Prince treated him with the grcateft 
jdiilindion, carried him to. Rome with him, vnd 
.vouchfafed to admit Inmiritotbe moft intimate 
friendihip. The Emperor fet out from Sienna in 
March with the Emprefs and all' hier train, and 
-arrived at Rome on Holy Thurfday the fecond of 
April. The two following days he vifited the 
churches in the habit of a pilgrim. 'On Eafter- 
€unday he was crowned with the Emprefs, and iti 
<tie ceremony he confirmed all the privileges of 
Che Roman church, and all the promifes he had 
made.to the Popes Clement and Innocent. When 

he 
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he came out of St. Peter's church he went with a 
great retinue to St. John's of Lateran^ where he 
dinedy and in the evening went to deep at St. 
Laurent out of the walls, which was one of the 
promifes he had given and faithfully adhered to. 
Some hidorians have faid the Romans offered- to- 
make him mafter of Rome, or defircd he would 
re-e(labli(h it in its former flate.. He ceplied he 
would think of it ; but when he was out. of the 
city, he anfwered, ** It was not expedient to 
change tlie government fo often, and that they 
Ihould recolleS their oath to the Pope.** The 
fall of the Emperors and rife of the Popes may 
be placed at this period. Petrarch thought this 
promife of the Emperor's,, not ta fleep in Rome, 
a very diihonourable one. " The Emperor, fays 
he, came only into Italy to be crowned. The 
fucceflbr of St. Peter, who wears his tiara on the 
banks of-the Rhone with as much confiderce as 
he would, on the banks of the Tiber, not only 
fuffers but orders him to go out of Rome : that is 
to fay, he permits him to bear the title of Empe- 
ror, and forbids him to difcharge the offices that 
belong to it. With one hand he opens to him 
the temple where he is to receive the Imperial 
crown, and with the other (huts on him the door 
of the city, which is the capital and feat of the 
empire ! What a contradiSion is this !" 

Ni^Ri. MoRANDi, a friend of Petrarch's, going 
to Rome with the Emperor, had afked of Petrarch 
letters of recommendation : he gave him one to 
his friend Paul Annibaldi. Paul had a fon in the 
flower of his age, who was a youth of great 
hopes ; he happened juft at this time to be killed 
it? a fr;iy, and his enemies committed all forts of 

infuUs. 
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infults on his body. The father who beheld the 
fight was (Iruck with fuch horror that he fell dead 
upon the fpot. *^ I believed, faid Petrarch, that 
the lofs of fo many friends, and the total extin^i- 
on of the houfe of Colonna had exhaufled all my 
tears, but I have found fome to ftied for a man 
who had acquired my friendftiip by his virtues." 

The Emperor returned to Sienna in April, 
where he had great conferences with Cardinal Al- 
bornos, and gave him troops to reduce the tyraots 
of Romania, from thence he went to Pifa, where 
was Zanobi de Strata, the friend of Petrarch, and 
of the grand Senechal of NapUs. 

Nicholas Accjajoli, who loved Zanobi, 
prefented him to the Emperor as an orator,^ and 
poet of the firff rank, and defiied hira to give hira 
tli^ crown .of .l2»urelf as Petrarch had received it at 
Rome* . The Emperor who piqued himfelf on 
encouraging men of letters, granted his requeO, 
and crowned Zanobi himfelf> after declaring he 
jvas a great poet. To teftify his acknowledg- 
ment, he made a difcourfe, in which he thanked 
the Prince . for having renewed in his favour the 
ancient cuftom,, and promifed to dedicate his ta- 
le/its to convey his glorious aftions to poderity. 
After this he walked through the ftreets of Pifa, 
with his laurel-crown, accompanied with the Ger- 
man barons, and other diftinguilhed perfons. Vil- 
lani the hiftorian, after a ihort relation of this ce- 
remony, adds a reflection very honourable to Pe- 
trarch. 

•• There was in this age, fays he, two poets 
CCPwncd : both of them from Florence.' Mafter 

Zanobi 
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Z^mobi de Strata, and Signior Francis Petrarch, 
of an ancient and worthy family in that city : this 
laft was crowned at Rome : his name is more 
known than that of Zanobi, and his reputation 
more eztenfive : he has compofed a greater num- 
ber of works, and difcourfed on the mod elevated 
fubjeds : alfo it mud be owned he began earlier, 
and his fame was before that of Zanobi. Neither 
the one nor the other are known as much as they 
deferve, and the tafte for theological ftudies which 
occupies our age, makes their produdions appear 
Kivolous ; notwithftanding the pleafure they are 
capable of producing." 

There appears no work of Zanobi which 
could put his name in any competition with that 
of Petrarch, or that gives us room to fuppofe he 
could deferve the honour done him ; but the re- 
qucft of the grand Senechal was not to be refufed, 
and the Emperor could give a crown of laurel at a 
much eafier rate than troops or fupplies. After 
this ceremony Nicholas Acciajoli went for fome 
days to Florence, where he loft the great reputa- 
tion he had acquired, by the foft and diflblute life 
be led ; pafling his days and nights in feaftsji balls, 
and other parlies of pleafure, with the beauties of 
that city* The Florentines received him with 
honour, but refufed him the fuccours he afked, 
which but for his conduft, fays Villani, they 
would have granted. Petrarch who had conceived 
a high opinion of him, was grieved when they 
informed him of the grand Senechal's conduft, ^ 
and tiie injury he did liis reputation by fuch beha- 
viour; and he ceafed correfponding with his fa^ 
vQurite the new poet^ and fooq after his elevation 

received . 
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received this tetter from the prior of the holy 
Apofliles^ 

" I RESERVE my convcrfation on that (hadow 
of a Cacfar, till I (hall have the pleafure of feeing 
you. I would have wrote you what I thought, 
if I could have given to my ftyle all the energy I 
feel at my foul ; you will lament his conduS ; for 
my part I cannot pardon him fo^ having crowned* 
one of our citizens, who troubled the fountain of 
Parnaflus. He has turned his head in railing him 
to an honour he did not deferve.. He was no 
doubt ignorant of the wrong he did you thereby^, 
and not only you, but all the world." 

Bo c CAGE was of the fame opinion with the 
Prior : he reproached* Petrarch that in his letters 
he gave him the name of Poet. •• I do not me- 
rit this title, faid Boccace, having never had the 
honour to be crowned with laurel." ** What^ 
replied Petrarch, if there were no lauref, mufl: 
the Mafes then keep filence ? Do not you think 
ad fine verfes may be made under an oaL or chef- 
nut ? and fpeaking of this coronation, in another 
letter he adds, a barbarous laurel ornaments a 
heidy nouriflied by the Mufes of Aufonta; a Ger- 
man cenfor dares to give his judgment of the 
fine Tranfalpine wits : really this is not fupporta- 
ble! 

Some dap af:er this, the Emperor granted' 
honours and rewards of another nature, to the 
famous BortoH, then at Pifa, the greateft lawyer 
of his age ; he nude him his counfellor, gave him 
the arms of Bohemia, and feveral other privileges. 
ha the Eniperor^s return through Italy, be and his 

Empceis 
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Empreft met with many affronts. The gates of 
nx>ft .places were (hut againft him. Enraged at 
foch treatment, after being crowned Emperor, he 
made.hafte to pafs the Alps with great treafure, 
hut little honour : his riches were increafed, fays 
Viilani^ but his fame was diminiftied. Petrarch^ 
who wanted to refide in Italy, firuck with his fud- 
den departure, took up the pen^ and in indignati- 
on wjote him .this letter. 

" Ah Caefar! how ungrateful are you ! How 
little do you know the value of things ! What 
your grandfather and others have purfued with 
labour and blood, you have obtained with eafe and 
fafety, and have as readily abandoned. You re- 
nounce all to return to your barbarous country. I 
dare ^not fay all I could, all 1 ought to fay ; per- 
fuaded that your flight caufes you much chagrin, 
I will not augment it. Go then, (ince you will, 
hut never forget, that no prince before you ever 
renounced fo well-founded^ fo glorious a prof- 
pea!" 

^* Wisdom is not an hereditary portion, I 
fee it ; not Uiat I difpute your knowledge of go- 
vernment and your military taknts, of which you 
have giveu us fo many proofs ; it is inclination 
you want : it is emulation, the fource of all great 
and glorious anions. Liflen to what your grand* 
iather and father would fay, were they to prefent 
tbemfelves before you as you pafs the Alps. You 
have gained much, great Caefar, by a journey fo 
long expeded, and by (o precipitate a return I 
You bring back with you a crown of iron, a 
crown of gold and an empty title. They call you 
Emperor of the Romans, though you are in 

reality 
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■reality only king of Bohemia^ would to God jOa 
were not even that; perhaps your ambitibn rnk 
clofed in narrower bounds wouM mafceibitie ef- 
fort to extend itfelf, and that your wants would 
excite you to recover your patrimony. Lelius 
brought me your farewel ; it cut me to the heart, 
and he prefented me from you with an antique of 
Csfar: if that medal could have fpoken what 
would it not have faid againft your making fo 
(hameful a retreat I Adieu, Caefar ! compare 
what yon have fetfiihen to what you ^re going 
to poffefs !•* 

Peace was at this time concluded between 
the Venetians and Genoefe, through the mediation 
of the Vifcomtis. It coft two hundred thoufand 
florins to the Venetians while the treaty was in 
agitation. The Doge that fucceeded Dondolo and 
was called Marian Fabier, a venerable old man 
about fourfcore years of age, was beheaded, it is 
fuppofed on the following account. He had a 
handfome wife who was unfaithful to him : a 
young Venetian nobleman of great fortune, who 
made love to one of the maids of honour, having 
received a vefy rough tepfimaftd from the Doge 
for Tome mifcondud: he had beeo guilty of, to 
revenge the affront he got this motto wrote over 
Ae ducal dhair, Marian Fabier 'has a handfome 
wife he maintains, and another pofleffes her. 
The enraged Doge could obtain no more from the 
council -than the imf riifoomeftt of t^ts young no- 
bleman for a month. Sttingjjwilh the IHtle regard 
l!he people (hewed for his authorifty, lie plotted to 
exterminate the order of t-he nobles, and make 
himfelf fole lord of Venice. The confpiracy was 
difcovered and Marian Fabier was bejieaded. He 

wa» 
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•wasTond of Petrarch, who fays, ** I knew him 
formerly : he had more reputation than merit, 
^more courage than prudence. Let his example 
teach his fucceflbrs that they are the chiefs^ but 
not the mafters of the republic, or rather its ho- 
nourable fervants,** 

"When Petrarch was re-eftabliflied at Milan, 
he fent for his fon John from Verona, who was 
flow eighteen years of age, to have his education 
finilhed under his own eye. John had a great af- 
fedion for a young man whom he had known at 
Parma and at Verona, where he was fecretary to 
Azon de Correge; his name was Modio. He 
was a youth of genius and knowledge, and a tole- 
rable poet. 

Petra«.ch thought he could not do a better 
thing than engage this young man to come and 
live with him, to finifii the education of his fon, 
and to affift him in his literary works. Accord- 
ingly he wrote him this letter of invitation : 

•* I DO not know what my fon has written, 
but I know he wilhes to be informed whether yoQ 
can come and take up your refidence with us. 
That you may determine with the more eafe, I 
will acquaint you with fhe nature and conditions 
of the fituation we propofe to you. ** I am fen- 
fiWe the coufts of princes are open to you : but if 
I know your charader, you would prefer our po- 
verty to their riches, a humble independence with 
a friend above the treafures of the Eaft under 
a mailer. It is not a fervant I fcek in you, it is a 
friend. I propofe not to you to labour for us, but 
to live as wt do; to be the mafter of your em- 
ployment. 
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employment» and to hold the reins of your life. 
I flatter myfelf that my fon, who has loved and 
admired you From his infancy, will make a great 
progrefs under your direSion. If you choofe it, 
you (hall be alfo the aflbciate of my ftudies, and 
at liberty to copy my trifles; they will pleafe me 
better when wrote out by yourlumd: yon will 
difcover the faults that have dcaped me. I do not 
ofler you mountains of goM, palaces of n&xrble oir 
purple robes; but a coraforable mediocriiy, ji 
temperate and almoft philc^phic cbear, retire- 
ment, leifure, and liberty. It may faipfife yoo I 
fhould oflfer to another what I poficfe not isjlel^ 
but do we not every day behold phy&ctsBs who 
are indi^icd themidkes^ gi^vie relief imd health to 
others > The luftre of am cwpty name, whi^^ 
impormnes, me ihoi^ I ^ not defire it, prevents 
fny <fijoymevA of freedom and ioUude^ but yon 
will pone^ both, at leaft till yon are knoMOi. 
This is all I can offer yon ^ I mall be happy if 

Joo can mtkt it 4^reeable to yon to partake my 
:<3dies, and «ngi^ in this manner of lite. I 
forgot oor being near Si. Ambrofe, which mav 
perhaps have more influence with you than ^1 1 

yiot>io did not accept this kind invitation. A 
principle of gratitude tt> Axon ile Comffe pr^ 
vented him : in a gv^eat f^voluticvn at Veixma, 
A«in had been ob%ed to leave that ^ity ; his es- 
tates w«i% ^ctMiMcaitti, and his wi6? and ^ildren 
imprifoned. >4odiis wboic heart was €U»d with 
afte^ion and honour, and who loved ATon, wooki 
1K»t abandon him in this ^tmdition. He Stowed 
him and devoted himfeli »o the edticatior of hts 
<hildpen. This increa^i Petwirch's efteeir tor his 

charadefy 
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chara^^ and a very aflFeSionate correfpondcncc 
took place between them; 

The month of September was always critical 
to Petrarch, he generally fuffered in this feafon from 
a tertian fever. ** I was obliged, fays he, the fits 
were fo violent, to pafs the whole of the month in 
bed. Had it lafted much longer, it mud have 
outlived me." In this (icknei3 news was brought 
him that the ddeft of the Vifcomtis was found 
dead in hfe bed. Hts brothe^s wete accofed of poi- 
foning him, ffom the following circumflances : 
One evening when they w^e fupping together^ 
Caleas and Barnabas faid to Matthew, • It is a 
fine thing to be a foverdgn. * Yes replied Mat- 
thew, when one has no partners.' From this an- 
fwer it was fuppofed he meant to get rid of them^ 
and that they got the ftart of him. Villani fays, 
that he died like a dog without making con feflTion; 
and that his end was worthy of his life, which 
was fpentinfuch horrible debauchery, that it does 
not feem neceffafy to afcribe the death that fol- 
lowed it to poifon. Petrarch, though he was not 
touched with the death of fuch a man> was ex- 
tremely affeftcd with the rumour that refleSed on 
Galeas, to whom he was. tenderly attached : he 
would doubtlefs have left his court, if he had 
thought him guilty. As to Barnabas, there was 
no cruelty he was not capable of: he had put to 
death for fome unknown reafon a prieft, fent by 
the Pope to preach the crufade againft the tyrants 
of Romania ; he had him roafted alive in a fort 
of iron tub, with bars like a grid-iron, and a 
handle by which they kept turning it before the 
fire like a fpit. Galeas and Barnabas divided the 
cftates of Matthew. 

Vol. II. I PfiTRARcri 
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Petrarch began to recover in OSober, and 
his health was quite Te-eftabliflied by a letter from 
his dear Barbate. It was full of enthufiafm and 
friendflsip, and addreflfed to Francis Petrarch, the 
King of Poets. The Monks had told Barbate 
that in all Italy he had this thle. Petrarch, af- 
ter politely joking his friend for his blind partia- 
lity, and refufmg with fome heat the title he af- 
figned him, wrote as follows : 

** Before the Mufes pafled from Greece to 
Italy, it was eafy to be the King of Poets. What 
Tefpeft was paid to the poet Lucilius ! To dare to 
criticife him was facrilege! What a reputation 
had Ilevius and Plautus ! we do them juftice at 
prefent, but their wit and talents do not equal 
their fame: to read their epitaphs, you would be- 
lieve them as great as Homer and Virgil ! Our 
age is not fo eafy ; it exadts from poets, works 
more correQ and refined. We are furrounded 
with dainty wits, who arc not lavifh of their 
•praifes. Take care, my dear Barbate, that you 
do not wrong me by your friendfliip, afid over- 
whelm me with a falfe title. I fliould fear the 
being accufed of high treafon, if I took the ho- 
nour you give me ! Where do you pretend my 
kingdom is placed? Which are its boundaries ? 
There are but two kingdoms of poets, Greece 
and Italy. The venerable fire of Maeonia occu- 
pies the firft, and the fhephcrd of Mantua the 
laft. For myfelf, I can only reign in my TranfaU 
pine folitude, and on the banks of the Sorgia: it 
is there alone I can fay with Ovid in his exile a- 
mong the Scythians, * Here there is no one wit- 
tier than myfelf.* 



At 
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At the beginning of the year 1 356, there 
came to Milan to ferve under Galeas, who made 
him general of his cavalry, Pandolphe, a defcen* 
dant of the ancient houfe of Malatefte. He was 
a cavalier of a noble figure, and a fine counte- 
nance, and though brave and warlike, he loved 
letters and the Mufes. The works of Petrarch 
had made fuch an impreiGon on him, that he fent 
a painter to tidce his pi8;ure, who made him paj 
very dear for a bad likenefs. He was delighted 
with the fociety of Petrarch, with whom he fpcnt 
every leifure moment. The great fatigues he had 
TufiFered, Encamped in winter andng the fnows, 
and in fummer expofed to the fcorching heats, 
had brought on him a fevere indifpofition which 
had like to have cod him his life. Petrarch never 
quitted his room during his illnefs ; and when he 
began to recover, he was carried by his fervants 
to Petrarch's houfe at St. Ambrofe, and finding 
him in his library in the midft of his books, ^ Here 
it is, faid he, that I delight to behold you.' 

Galeas was fond of Pandolphe, and confided 
in his valour and {kill ; but the brutality of Bar- 
nabas obliged him to leave Milan. Galeas bein^ 
attacked with the gout, ordered Pandolphe to re- 
view the cavalry;, this difpleafed Barnabas, who 
fent for him immediately. Pandolphe kneeling down 
to pay his homage, Barnabas (Iruck him with the 
hilt of his fword, ^nd would have killed him but 
he avoided the ftroke. Queen de Lefcale, who 
was prefeht, ttold her hufband it was a bafe a&ion 
)o attempt the life of a gentleman in his own 
houfe. Barnabas had him put in irons, and com^ 
manded his head to be cut off. Galeas fent his 
wife, arid two of his officers, to befeech a pardon 
I % for 
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for Pandolphe. Barnabas anfwered, that be would 
fend him to his brother for him to take revenge for 
his offence, on which Galeas fent him back to his 
^wn country. 

A RUMOUR prevailed at thb time that the 
SCing of Hungary was coming into Italy againft 
-the Venetians, and that he had made a league with 
the Emperor. The Vifcomtis were extremely 
alarmed, and begged Petrarch to be their ambaf- 
fador to the Emperor, to juft4fy their trondud, 
and to penetrate into his dcfigns. " They fend 
.me into the North, fays he, ix^en I have moft 
need of repofe. Man is made for labour: I love 
the man who fends me, and {hall be repaid for the 
fatigue if I am fo happy as to facceed in my ne- 
gotiation." Petrarch went to Baftia, where he 
waited a month for the Emperor- ** This prince 
finifti^s nothing, fays lie, i mud go feek him at 
4he bottom of Barbary." His .departure was moft 
fortunate, for the city of Baftia -was deftroyed a 
few days after by an earthquake, which overthrew 
at the fame time more than fourf4Eore caftles on the 
banks of the Rhine. Petrar<:h .defcrtbes this river 
in afHidion, '^ That its .ftream'muft now run 
over thefe ruins." Thefe icommotions continued 
■a great part of the year. Strafljourg, Treves, 
Spires, and all the towns on the Rhine, were 
more violently agitated than the reft : the inhabi- 
.tants of thefe towns not daring to continue in them, 
4vandered about in the fields. 

Petrarch arrived at Prague in July; he 
found the Emperor employed about the famous 
golden bull which he had juft beftowed on the 

princes 
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princes of the empire, at the diet of Nuremburg* 
This fingular charter, which is at prefent the fun- 
damental law of the empire, (hews the turn of 
that age. It begins by an apoftrophe to fatan, to 
pride, to luxury, wrath, and envy. The ftyle by 
no means anfwered the dignity of the fubjeSt. 

Petrarch made but a fhort ftay at Prague^ 
notwlthftanding th^ kind reception and requefl of 
the Emperor. This- prince, though diiplcafed 
with the Vifcomtis^ did not intend to make war 
agaitifl them. His affairs in Germany fulfy em- 
ployed him, and the embelliftiment oP the city of 
Prague. He had with him two prelates of diflio- 
guiihed merit, who pofTefTed all his confidence, 
and went every where with him ; Erneft de Par- 
dowitz, Archb'ifliop of Prague, and John Ocfko, 
Bifhop of Olmutz. Petrarch formed a (hort union 
with them during his (lay at Prague, and corre- 
fponded with them afterwards. Erneft faid to him 
fometime^, ** Friend, I am concerned to fee you 
among Barbarians." " Nothing was, however, 
fays Petrarch, lefs barbarous than ihefe prelates, 
and the prince they ferved ; they were as gentle, 
polite, and affable, as if they had been bom at 
Athens.V 

Petrarch relumed to Milan in the beginning 
of September ; he would not pafs this critical 
month in a foreign climate; when he received 
from his friend Simonides the following letter : 

" You are returned in health, my dear Pe- 
trarch, thanks be to^Godl This is the moft agree- 
able news I could receive. Life would be nothing 

to 
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to me without you. I 'dreaded for you the intem' 
perature of the airland ftill more the barbarous. 
ipanners of the country you was in, fo different as 
they are from thofe of our beloved Italy. You in- 
quired of me for a good houfekeeper : I found jufl 
fuch a one as you wanted, a woman above forty 
years of age, neat, (kiiful, of good manners and: 
underAanding HI a kitch^. I have'ufed every ar- 
gument, but cannot perfuade her to come to you : 
flie fays (he will be a fervanr no longer^ as ihe can. 
live by her diftaff." 

Some days after Petrarch's return, there ar-* 
rived a courier at Milan which brought the news, 
of the battle of Poitiers^ in which fdurfcorc thou- 
fand French were conquered by eight thoufand 
Englilh, and King John and his fon made prifon- 
ers. Galeas Vifcomti, who loved France, and 
was attached to the family who governed there> 
wiihed to write to Prince Charles the Dauphin, 
and to the Cardinal de Boulogne,^ to exprefs his 
grief; and he begged Petrarch to compofe thefe 
tetters. That to the Prinze is as follows : 

'* Serene Prince ! If on one fide grief forces 
from me lamentation, on the other I am petrified 
and reduced to filence when I refleQ: on the ca- 
price of that blind goddefs who governs the human 
'pace. If by a turn of her wheel (he has over- 
thrown your illufttious father, with his fon your 
brother, who can hope to be faved from her 
ftrokes?" 

** I SPEAK not of the loflTes all France has fuf- 
tained in that fatJil day, which obfcured the fun of 

thsit 
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that great kingdom, and eclipfed the grcated part 
of the ftars that enlightened it." 

" Great Prince! Your afflidion has reached 
me at this diftance : God is my witnefi that I 
fliarc it with you. Of what is not that infolent 
hand capable, who dares touch with facrilcgious 
hand the diadem of France ? With all the prince» 
of Europe, I feel this fad event. But befides this, 
I have a particular concern in it. Your Majefty 
will not believe me capable of ever forgetting the 
marks of goodnefs I received from your grandfa- 
ther, your father, and yourfelf. There was in 
your family a fort of conteft who (hould be the 
kindeft to a man but little known to you. So many 
benefits are engraved on my heart in lines that tima 
cannot efface, and that ingratitude (hall never cover 
with her clouds ! And can I then fail to deplore 
your calamity, or under the weight with which 
you are charged at your age, endeavour to mode* 
rate your grief, and give you the confolation I 
fhould wi(h to receive in your place ! Providence 
has given to your youth what he feldom grants to 
the old age of princjes, to know tho, emptinefs of 
all things human, and the perfidy of fortune ; 
whofe power can only be refifled by a virtuous- 
foul. You have received that foul from nature, 
and haveperfeSed it by ftudy and experience : on 
this is founded the public hopes and the fafety of 
your kingdom. Heaven has fpared you to deliver 
and revenge your father, and to hold the reins of 
empire for him; if the weight is above your 
years, it is not beyond your course. The affairs 
with which you are overwhelmed, will not permit 
me to intrude on your time. Iconclude with of- 
fering to your fervice my perfon. and poDTeffions. 

Happy, 
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Happy (hall I be if I can afford any fuccour to 
your Majefty, whom I pray Heaven to confole iit 
granting freedom to his father, and viSory over 
his enemies.'* 

The letter to the Cardinal was in thefe 
words : 

*' Very reverend father and lord! The hor- 
rible cataftrophe of the king my mafter has mad^ 
fo deep an impreffion on me, I hav« hardly power 
to fpeak. If love does not blind me, all the hu- 
man race ought to grieve for this difafter, and 
princes more than others 5 but thofe who are at- 
tached like me will be inconfolable !** 

" I FEEL tenderly for the Dauphin^ but I hope 
every thing from his courage and virtues : with 
the divine aid he (hall deliver his father, and (leer 
the helm of his abandoned kingdom. I thought 
it my duty, as it was my inclination, to exprefs 
thefe fentiments to him, and to you, my lord, who 
next to him are the moft fenfibly concerned in this 
unhappy event. Vouchfafe to engage him to ufe 
with confidence what I have moft freely olSFeredi 
The Lord preferve and make you profper." 

PtTRARGH could fcarcely believe it poflible, 
that an invincible hero, the greateft of kings, 
(hould be vanquiftied by fo inferior an enemy. 1 he 
Vifcomtis at this time had enemies on all fides, 
and their city was like a veffel buffeted by the^ 
tcmpeft. " For my part, fays Petrarch, I am 
tranquil in the midft of thefe ftorms ; and if I did 
not hear the roaring of the waves, if I did not 
l^hold others in agitation, I (hould be ignorant 

that 
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^hat I was railing on a tempefluous Tea, and feated 
at the feet of the pilot. Firm without being mo- 
tionlefsy I wait, without fearing ; no wind is con- 
trary to me, on every ihore I find a fafe afyluoi. 
If I dared compare myfelf to Cato, I (hould fay» 
I am in theftatein which he was found by his ne- 
phew Brutus: uneafy for others, but carelefs 
about himfelf.'* In faS, while the city of Milan 
was the theatre of war,. Petrarch revifed feveral 
of his Italian poems. 

S0ON after this he received a letter from Avig- 
non, wrote by Socrates, Lelius, and Gui Settimo 
together. They all inhabited the fame houfc, and 
lived in the greateft union. Petrarch replies, " I 
ihould never have believed I could have envied 
people who dwell in Babylon. Neverthelcfs, I 
wifhed to be with you in your boufe, (hut up from 
the poifonous air of that infamous city. I look 
upon your dwelling to be like the Elyfian fields 
in the middle of Avernus.'' Some time after this 
he received a very Angular letter- from young 
Agopit Colonna, who had formerly been his pupil: 
but wha had profited very little by his inftruQi- 
ons. The letter was in a fliarp unpoliQied ftyle. 
He thanked him for the pains he had taken with 
his education ; but adds : ** Fortune has elevated 
and overwhelmed you with benefits. Proud of 
your tr^afur^, andthe elegance of your houfcs, 
you defpife a poor'exile fallen from his profperous 
iftate, ill cloathed and worfe provided for, leading 
a raiferable life in a little houfe near Bologna. 
You fly from, and think namore of me in this 
poor fituatibn.'* 

I 5 Petrarch 



I 
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Petrarch anfwered thefe reproaches in the 
following manner : 

*' I AM neither rich nor poor. I have every 
thing that is neeeflaf y, and I (iefir^ nothing more. 
It is true, that my inconie is fottiewhat increafed ;. 
but my expences are increafed in proportion^ and. 
I lay nothing up at the end of the year. You fay 
you are poor, i can fcarcely believe that a perfon 
of your name and merit can be fo.. But was this . 
the cafe, how could youicver think that poverty 
rendered you defpicable in my eyes ? This is very 
oppofite to my chara3er. I defpife no one, and . 
have always bad a (ingular regard for you. If L 
was capable of contempt, it would fall upon the 
rich rather than the poor : not that riches are con- 
temptible in themfelves, but becaufe they bring 
foniany vic^s ia..thejr.traiAr" 

*' Your letter- has aftoniftiedrne beyond ex- 
preffion : I cannot recover my furprife, and I look 
upon it as a dream. You cannot think all you 
wrote: you only meant to punifli me for my ne- 
gleft in writing to you. I will not juftify myfelf 
in that particular : I am Battered in your chagrin 
on that account, and kifs the hand that wounds 
me. But you ought to attribute my filence to my 
idlenefs of difpofition well known to you, to A\y 
occupations which increafe every day, and to the 
difficulty of conveying my letters. I do not com- . 
prehend what you mean by the magnificence of my 
houfes, I dwell in a retired corner of Milan ; of- 
ten a wanderer in the fields, I am ignorant of 
what pafles in the city. Adieu 1 And if it is pof- 
fible, he perfuaded that whether rich or poor, 

whether 
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whether I write to you or keep filence, I fhall al- 
ways be fincercly attached to you." 

In the beginning of the year 1 35 7, Petrarch 
received a diploma fent to him by the Bifliop of 
Olmutz, Chancellor of the Empire,- by which 
the Emperor created him Count Palatine, with all 
the privileges of that dignity, which confided in 
creating dofiors and lawyers, legitimating the na- 
tural children of citizens, crowning poets, giving. 
difpenfations of age, Sec. Thefe Counts were 
fometimes alfo (lewards of the eftatesof the prince, . 
and receivers general of his finances. The Em- 
peror had added to this dignity fome particular 
privileges and very flattering encomiums. 

Petrarch in his letter of thanks fays: " I 
am very grateful for the Angular favour the Em- 
peror has vouchfafed me, and the obliging expref- 
fions with which you have heightened this grace* 
My expeflations from his^goodnefs and your friend- 
ftiip are more than fatisficd : but I will not receive 
any gold ; be not difpleafed that I return that oa 
the bull, by your friend who brought it to me.'* 

The diploma was enriched with a bull or feal 
of gold, on one fide of which was the figure of 
the Emperor feated on his throne, with an eagle 
and a lion ; on the other, the city of Rome, with 
its temples and walls. 

Petrarch fuftained a lofs at this time, which 
he thus fpeaks of in a letter to Lelius : " An old 
Milanefe of fourfcore, who called me his father, 
and came aimed every day to dine with m2, has 
paid the tribute of nature. He was a man of con- 
dition 
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dition but little fortune, of a good charaSer and 
a lively dlfpofition, though he was almoft in his 
fecond childhood. His queftions were fo droll 
and uncommon, they would have moved a dead 
man to laughter. He difputed on philofophy and 
religion, and had an tnexhauflible (loreboufe of 
arguments. He fubmitted to no one but myfelf, 
and that rather from friendihip than convtdion. He 
fatigued all the world with his queftions, efpecially 
the Monks : he inquired of them at firft lights 
Have you ftudied? if theyfaid No, he (hook hi«- 
head and went away without a word more ; if 
they replied Yes, then he began his difputations, 
turned a queftion on all fides with an inexhauftible 
volubility, and violent peals of laughter. I alked 
him fometimes with an air of furprife, from 
whence he obtained his knowledge, and where 
were all his books? * Here, here! replied he, 
rubbing his forehead, here is my library : it is 
from hence I draw my knowledge. Books were 
only invented to aid the memory, and are only the 
fupports of its weaknefs.' This odd afiertion di- 
verted us extremely. He faid nothing but what 
he firmly believed, and his opinions were the joys 
of his life. He held in abfolute contempt the 
rules of grammar, fpoke incorredly, and difputed 
under the armour of ignorance. He undertook 
to write a book in your name, I wifti he had lived 
to finifh it, it would have been a not?ble and moft 
fingular produSion. Three days before his death, 
lie came to feek me with a melancholy counte- 
nance : I a(ked him what concerned him ; he an- 
fwered, * I am this <}ay fourfcore: how many 
years think you remain for me ; perhaps twenty- 
five years or thereabouts ? * * Go, faid I to him 
with a fmile, be eafy, and you may very well 

reach 
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reach thirty.' * If fo, replied he, I am content, 
. I defire no more.' He went away, and I faw him 
no niore. Three days after this, they informed 
me he was brought to my church to be interred. 
He had no ficknefs, no other difeafe but old age. 
I regret his lofs ; he loved me, called me father, 
and hi& (ingularities amufed me. CharaSers of 
this fort are neceffary to divert me from more feri- 
ous and interefting occupations. After having fuc- 
coured his old age as much as I was able, I (hed 
fome tears on his tomb, which is in my church of 
St. Ambrofe. This good old man loved and called 
you his fon."' 

PETRARCH'had for fome time perceived in the 
letters of Lelius a fort of confufion and concern : 
at laft, he was informed that a quarrel had hap- 
pened between him and Socrates, after having 
lived twenty-eight years- in the ftrifteft friendihip. 
It >vas occafioned by one of thofe bufy malicious 
people who are the plagues of fociety. They told 
Lelius that Socrates fpoke ill of him, and had even 
written unkind things of him to Petrarch. Lelius 
too eafily believed fo unlikely a report. Petrarch 
on this occafion wrote him a (harp letter, in which 
after having juftified Socrates, he conjured him to 
go to his friend immediately, for he was perfuaded 
with good reafon nothing more was neceffary to re- 
concile fuch old friends. It is to be lamented this 
letter is not infer ted, which might have ferved for 
a model to others in fuch fituations. It had all the 
tfftGt that was to be expefted from fuch an inter- 
pofition : Lelius^ could not read it without a de^ 
luge of tears : he went in his flood of grief to So- 
crates, fell upon his neck and wept ; Socrates em • 
braced him in the tendered manner: thofe who 

were 
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were by could hardly ftand this aflFeaing reconci- 
liation. Petrarch was full of joy when he was 
informed of it, and wrote to congratulate them 
both. 

In the violent heats of this year, Petrarch re- 
tired to a little village near the river Adda, three 
miles from. Milan. " The fituation, fays he, is- 
charming, and. the air very pure. It is on a little 
elevation in the middle- of a plain, furrounded on 
all (ides with fountains, not rapid and noify as thofe 
6f Vauclufe, but fmooth and gentle in their rpo- 
tion. The courfe of thefe waters is fo intermin- 
gled, that their beginnings or endings cannot be 
difcovered. As if they would imitate the dance 
of the nymphs, they approach, retire, unite and 
feparate alternately in a mod agreeable and fingu^ 
lar manner. After forming a fort of labyrinth by 
thefe meandering?, they go all together, and emp* 
ty themfelves into the fame refcrvoir." 

John Viscomti had chofen this fituation to 
found a Carthufian monaftcry. Petrarch defigned 
at firft to lodge in it, and the Carthufians con- 
fented : but as he could not do without horfes and 
attendants,, he feared that the noife, and above all 
the drunkennefs of fervants, would' give trouble 
and diftrefs in this holy retreat. He therefore 
hired a houfe in the neighbourhood, near enough 
k) go there any hour of the day. He gave this 
iioufe the name of Linterno, in memory of Scipio * 
Africanus, whofe country houfe was fo called; 
and in joke fometimes he called it the Inferno. 

While Petrarch was in this retirement, he 
received a. letter from iiis friend Settimo, who de- 

ftred 
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fired he would inform him of all the occupations 
and proj^S;s of his fon John. Petrarch wrote this 
anfwer. 

** The train of my life has been uniform fince- 
the frozen hand of age has extinguifhed the ar-- 
dour of youth, and that fatal paflion which fa 
long tormented me I but what do I fay ? It i& the. 
dew of heaven that has produced this blefled ef- 
feft. Do we no^ every day behold, to the (hame 
of humanity, old men plunged in debauchery ;. 
what a horrid and dangerous fpedacle for youth ! 
Like a weary traveller, I double my fteps as I 
haften to the end of my courfe. I read and write; 
day and night ; one is my refrefliment after the 
other ; and my labours grow continually. No- 
velty pufhesmc on,.obftacles increafe my ardoun 
God who knows my intentions will aflift me if he 
fees it, for the good of my foul. Labour is cer- 
tain, fuccefs hazardous ; I feel this in common 
with thofe who follow the fame painful courfe of 
life. I wifh pofterity to know and approve me : if 
1 do not fucceed there, I (hall be known in my 
own age, or at leaft by my friends. Nothing^more 
is neceflary, it would be even fufficient to know 
my own charaQer, if it was fuch as it ought to - 
be ; but with this, alas ! I cannot flatter myfelf. 
Whatever (hall be the fuccefs of my labours, I 
pray that God will not abandon me in old age ; 
and above all at my death. My health is fo good, 
my body fo ftrong, that neither increafe of years, 
ferious occupations, abftinence, nor the ftrokes of 
grief have been able to fubdue this ftubborn afs,, 
an which I make continual war." 

*< As. 
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" As to fortune I poffefs that happy medium • 
which is equally diAant from both extremes, ex- 
cept in one point, that I am more fought after 
than I would be, or than fuits with my repofe. I 
am loved without being known or feen, and that is 
perhaps the reaibn of it. I have already pafled 
an Olympiad at Milan, a thing which neither my- 
fclf nor my friends thought poffible ; fo true it is, 
we ought never to fay, here I will live, or there 
I will die, for we can be certain of nothing in this 
world. The kindnefs I have received at MiUn 
attaches me not only to its inhabitants but to its 
houfes, landi air> and even its walls,. m)t to fpeak 
of my friends and acquaintance. I refide in a 
very retired corner of the city toward the Weft." 

** An ancient reKgicus cuftom draws the peo- 
ple on Sundays to the church of St. Ambrofe, who 
is my neighbour ; the reft of the week this fpot 
is a defart. Behold what this great faint does for 
his gueft, he confoles me by his prefence, he gives 
fpiritual fuccour to my foul> and faves it from 
difguft : under the ftielter of his wings I fee the 
tempefts, and hear the noife of the waves, but 
they come not near to trouble me. When I go 
out to pay my duty to my mafter, or for fome 
other btifincfs (which rarely happens) I falute 
every one on the right fide, and on the left, by a 
fimple motion of my head, without flopping or 
fpeaking to any ; my increafe of fortune has made 
no alteration in my diet or fleepi which you know 
was always (lender : on the contrary, I retrench 
ftill, and ftiall foon have nothing more to dimi- 
nifti. I am only in bed while I fleep, except I 
am fick. It appears to me that fleep fo ftrongly 
fcfembles death, and the bed our tomb, that the 

idea 
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idea gives me a difguft to my bed, from which I 
rife the moment I awake, and go into my library. 
1- generally do this in the middle of the night, ex- 
cept when the nights are at the (horteft. I grant 
to nature only what (he commands imperioufly,. 
and which it is not poffible to refufe her." 

'' I AM always fond of folitude and filence ;• 
but when I am with my friends, I am difpofed ta 
converfe a great deal : this happens perhaps be- 
caufe I fee them feldom^ and I would compenfate 
for the filence of a year by the prate of a day* 
And when my friends depart> I become dumb 
again." 

•* Nothing is fo fatiguing as to converfe 
^ith many, or with one whom we do not love^ 
and who is not converfant with the fame fubjeSs 
as ourfelves. I refemble thofe people of whom 
Seneca fpeaks, who take life in detail rather than 
in the grofs. I have taken a houfe at a league, 
from Milan, to (helter me from the heats, in a 
fine clear air, where I am ftill more at liberty, 
than in the town : here my table is abundantly, 
fupplied ; the peafants are ambitious, which (hall: 
bring me moft fruits, fifti, ducks, and all forts of 
wild' fowl. There is^ in my neighbourhood a fine, 
monaftery of the Garth ufians newly founded, 
where I can enjoy at all hours of the day the 
pure and delightful pleafures of religion. The 
gates are alvays open to me, a privilege few peo- 
ple poflefs : but we (hould take care not to give 
trouble to others in leeking our own convenience, 
and this prevented my lodging there. It appears 
to me that it is here we moft frequently fail in de- 
licacy ; and it is becaufe wq are more occupied 

with 
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with ourfelvcs than foUcitous for our fellbw-crea-^ 
tures. In this happy retreat, I wifh for nothing 
but my old friends^ I was rich in many fuch for- 
merly, but death and abfence have diminifli- 
cd thefc poffeflions, and they are only to be re- 
gained in imagination. Your fociety, and that 
of Socrates I long flattered myfelf with obtaining: 
if you perfift in your rigour, I muft draw all the 
confolation I can from my pious monks ; their 
converfation is neither bright nor wife, but it is 
innocent and holy : Iheir repafts are not inviting, 
but there is a perfed: freedom in their company, 
and their prayers will be my great confolation bothi 
in life and at death." 

** Solomon t^s told us that riches draw pa- 
rafites. I have never obtained fo much of them 
as to experience this truth. The little gold I have 
pafies through my 6i^rs, and^ my cofier is rather, 
a pafiage than dwelling-place for it. I know that 
ft is made to folace the wants, and not to nourilh 
the paflions of men. In this view it was original- 
ly fought from the mines, purified, ft ruck and 
ftamped. He who expends it properly is its 
mafter, he who lays it up its keeper, he who loves 
it a fool, he who fears it a (lave, he who adores 
it an idolater : rhe truly wife man is he who def- 
pifes it.. You wifh to hear news of our young 
man ;• V dont know what to fay about him : his 
manners are gentle, and the bloflbms of his youth 
promife fruit ; of what fort it will be, I cannot 
yet guefs ; but I think I can flatter myfelf he will 
be an honefl: man. I know he has underftanding ; 
but of what ufe is underftanding if not cultivated 
by ftudy ? he flics from a book, a? he would fly 
konk the faos of a.ferpent*. 

Ir 
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If his difpofition pleafes me, I fee with ^ 
that idlenefs will reduce it to nothing. Praycf* 
careffes, menaces and pains, all have' been tried 
by me without fuccefs: nature has always fur- 
mounted my endeavours. I have nothing however 
to reproach myfelf with; and I (hall be fa* 
tisfied if, as I hope, he turns out a good mam 
The glory that letters beftow, is, no doubt, greatly 
defirable ; but it is difEcult to acquire : it is more 
eafy to live a life of virtue, than a life of fame. 
We pardon a man if he is not wife, but we ne- 
ver forgive him if he is defe£live in goodnefs ; 
and Themiftocles faid, he loved the man much, 
better who was without letters, than letters with- 
out the man.*' 

This year the Vifcomtis laid ficgc to Pavta. 
There was in this city a man of fmgular charac* 
ter, who was called James Boflklaro : his father 
was a trunk- maker. He early abandoned the 
world to live in adefart> the life of a hermit, and 
afterwards took the habit of the order of St. 
Auguftine, and acquired great reputation for 
knowledge and piety; nothing was talked of at 
Pavia but the eloquence of brother James. En- 
couraged by thefe attentions, he declaimed with 
vehemence againft ufury, monopolies, and the or- 
naments of drefs ; and the efFeS of his preaching 
was a thorough reformation. Ufurers were no 
more feen at Pavia ; and even the ladies renounced 
their finery. After this he began to attack ty- 
ranny, and tyrants, and exhort the Pavians to 
eftablifh a republican government. The people 
liflened to him greedily, complied with all his re- 
gulations, and gave hinj fixty men for his guard, 

f^» 
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fo that the lords of Beccaria, their governors of 
Pavia, did not dare to oppofe him, and he became 
matter in faS, though without any change of his 
monaftic hfe, and his commands were confidered 
as blefllngs. ** The fermons of a little Monk> 
fays Villani, did all this." 

Petrarch wrote a letter to brother James, 
reprefenting to him how ill war fuited the habit of 
a Monk; and that it was incumbent on him to 
promote peace, rather than fow the flames of 
di^eord : but it made no impreffion on him; When 
the Viftomti's laid fiege to Pavia, the citizens 
were preflTed by famine, and began to be difcoura*- 
ged. Brother James never ceafed to animate 
them by his preachings, and with a prophetic 
tone announced vi&ory. One day their money 
failing, he fpoke with fo much force againft luxu- 
ry, that the ladies brought him their jewels and 
rich habits, and the men all the gold and filver 
they poffefled. He got the former fold at Venice, 
and obtained a confiderablc fum for them,., which 
ferved to fupport them for fome time : but they 
were at lad obliged to capitulate. Brother James 
treated with Galeas, who (hewed him. the utmoft 
refpe6^, and granted all his demands. After 
having concerted with him the neceffary regulati- 
ons, he brought him to Milan, where as foon as 
he arrived, he delivered him up to the Monks of 
his order, by whom brother James was (hut up in 
a (Irong prifon, with very little light, fays Villani, 
and a great many wants ; where, no doubt, he 
repented he had not followed the good advice of 
Petrarch* 

The 
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The year 1358 was almoft wholly employed 
by Petrarch in his Treatife on the remedies of 
good and bad fortune. It is dedicated to his friend 
Azon de Correge, whofe |>a(l life and prefent fitu- 
ation occafioned him to undertake this work. In 
his dedication he defcribes it as follows : 

" When I confider the inftability of human 
fliFairs^ and the variations of fortune, I find no^ 
thing more uncertain or reftlefs than the life of 
man. Nature has given to animals an excellent 
remedy under difafters, which is the ignorance of 
them. We feem better treated in intelligence, 
forefighti and memory ; no doubt thefe are ad« 
mirable prefents ; but they of en annoy more than 
they aflift us. A prey to unufeful or difti-efTwig 
cares, we are tormented by the prefent, the paft, 
and the future ; and, as if we feared we fhould not 
be miferable enough, we join to the evil we fufFer 
the remembrance of a former diftrefs, and the 
apprehenfion of fome future calamity. This is 
the Cerberus with three heads we combat without 
ceafing. Our life might be gay and happy if we 
would : but we eagerly feek fubjeds of affliftion 
to render it irkfome and melancholy. We pafs 
4hc firft years of this life in the (hades of igno- 
rance, the fucceeding ones in pain and labour, the 
latter part in grief and remorfe, and the whole in 
error: nor do we fufFer ourfelves to poffefs one 
bright day without a cloud." 

" Let us exanrlne this matter with fincerity, 
and we (hall agree that our diftrefles chiefly arife 
from ourfelves. It is virtue alone which can ren* 
der us fuperior to fortune : we quit her ftandard, 
and the combat is no longer equal. Fortune 

mocks 
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mocks us ; (he turns us on her wheels (he raifes 
and abafes us at her pleafure, but her power is 
founded on our weaknefs. This is an old rooted 
evils but it is not incurable ; there is nothii^ a 
firm and elevated mind cannoe accomplifli. The 
difcourfe of the wife, and the ftudy of good books 
are the bcft remedies I know of ; but to thefe we 
muft join the confent of the foul, without which 
the bell advice will be ufelefs. What gratitude 
do ^'e nol owe to thofe great men, who though 
>dead many ages before us, live with us by their 
works, difcourfe with us, are our matters and 
^ides, and fer\*e us as pilots in the navigation of 
life, where our vefFel is agitated without ceafing 
by the ftorms of our pai&ons ! It is here that true 
philofophy brings us to a fafe port, by a fure and 
eafy paflage ; not like that of the fchools, which 
railing us on its airy and deceitful wings, and 
caufing us to hover on the clouds of frivolous dif- 
pute, lets us fall without any light or inftractios 
in the fame place where (he took ns up..** 

*' Dear friend, I don^t attempt to exhort you 
to the ftudy I judge fo important. Nature his 
given you a tafte for all knowledge r but fortune 
has denied you the leifure to acquire it: yet whes- 
ever you ^nld fteal a momest from public a&irs, 
yon fought the coaveriation of wile noen ; aiki I 
have remarked that your mefpory often lerred 
Tcu icftead of bocks. Ii is thefejbre unneceSarv 
to invite vc^j to do what von have alwiTs dcrs ; 
bet as we cmnot rctjdn a!l we bsar or reai, ir 
may be niefjl to furriih year ml^^d wih iotnt 
mai^ims tha: may \xi Jervc » urs tou a^ziod 
the af&dts ot misfomr>e. Tbe vdirar, and creai 
fialoscpben haTe deoced :h£ aiirri^ ibrrrne 
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was mod difficult to fuftain : for my own part I 
am of a different opinion, and believe it more 
eafy to fupport adverfity than profperity; and 
that fortune is more treacherous and dangerous 
when flie careffes, than when flie difmays ; expe- 
rience has taught me this, not books or argu* 
ments: I have feen many perfons fuftain great 
loffes, poverty, exile, tortures, death ; and even 
diforders that were worfe than death with cou- 
rage ; but I have feen none whofe heads have not 
been turned by power, riches, and honours. How 
often have we beheld thofe overthrown by good 
fortune, who could never be fliaken by bad ! This 
made me wifli to learn how to fupport a great 
fortune. You know the (hort time this work has 
taken ; I have been lefs attentive to what might 
fhine, than to what might be ufeful on this fub- 
}tGt. Truth and virtue are the wealth of all men, 
aud (hall I not difcourfe of thefe with my dear 
Azon ? I would prepare for you as in a little por- 
table box, a friendly antidote againft the poifon of 
good and bad fortune. The one requires a rein to 
reprefs the Tallies of a tranfported foul ; the oth^ 
a confolation to fortify the overwhelmed and af- 
fliaed fpirit." 

** Nature gave you, my friend, the heart of 
a king ; but (he gave you not a kingdom, of which 
therefore fortune could not deprive you. But I 
doubt whether- our age can furnifti an example of 
worfe or better treatment from her than yourfelf^ 
In the firft part of life you was ble(l with an ad- 
mirable conf^.itution, and aftoniihing health and 
vigour: fome years after we beheld you thrice 
abandoned by the phyficians who defpaired of your 
life. The heavenly phyfician who was your fole 

refource. 
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refdurcc, reftored your healrh, but not yoor foN 
mer (Irength ; you weie then called ironfooted) 
for your Angular force and agility.: you are now 
bent, and lean upon the (boulders of thofe whom 
you formerly fupportcd ; your country beheld yon 
one day its governour, the next an exile. Princes 
difputed fcr your friendlhip, and afterward con* 
fpired your ruin. You loft by death the greateft 
part of your friends J the reft, according to cuftom, 
•deferted you in calamity* To thefe misfortunes 
were added a violent difeafe, which attacked you 
when you were de ftitute of all fuccours, at a dif- 
tance from your country and family, in a ftrange 
land invefted by the troops of your enemies, fo that 
thofe two or three friends, whom fortiine had left 
you, could not come near to relieve you. In a 
word, you have experienced every hardfliip but 
imprifonment and death : but what do I fay ? you 
have felt all the horrors of the former, when your 
faithful wife and children were fliut up by your 
enemies ; and even death followed you, and took 
t>ne of thofe children for whofe lofs you would 
willingly have facrificed your own.^ 

** In you have been united the forlUiies of Pont- 
pey and Marius ; but you were neither arrogant in 
profperity as the one, ndf difcoutaged in adverfity 
as the other. You have fupportcd both in a man- 
ner that has made you loved by your friends, and 
admired by your enemies. There is a peculiar 
charm in the ferene and tranquil air of virtue, 
which enlightens all around it, in the midft of the 
tljirkeft fcencs, and the greateft calamities. My 
ancient fricndfliip for you has caufed me to quit 
tNxrv thing to perform a work, in which as in a 
gUfs yvu may adjuft and prepare your foul for all 

events : 
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events ; and be able to fay as ^neas did to the Sy^. 
bil : " Nothing of this is new to me, I have fore-i 
feen and am prepared for it all." I am fenfible 
that in the diforders of the mind, as well as thofe 
of the body, difcourfcs are not thought the moft 
efficacious remedies ; but I am perfuaded alfo that 
the malady of the foal ought to be cured by fpiri- 
tual applications. If we fee a frieu4 in^ diftrefe^ 
and give him all the confolalion we are able, we 
perform the duties of friendfliip ; which paysmo):c 
attention to the difpofition of the heart, than the 
value of the gift. A fmall prefent may be the 
teftimony of a great love. There is no good I dd 
not wifh you ; and this is all I can offer toward it* 
I wifh this little treatife may be of tfe to you : if 
it fhouid not anfwer my hopes, I (hall however 
be fecure of pardon from your friendfhip : it pre- 
fents you with the four great paffions, hope and 
joy, the daughters of profperity, fear and griefs, 
the offspring of adverfity, who attack the foul, and 
lance at it all their arrows. Reafon commands in 
the citadel to repulfe then;i : your penetration wifl 
cafily perceive which fide wiU obtain the vic^ 
tory.'' , 

This treatife of l^etrarch*s iti^de a great noife : 
the moment it appeared every one was eager to ob- 
tain it. . It is full of genius, erudition and true 
philofophy, and enlivened by a thoufand examples 
from ancient; and from modern hiflory. We mufl 
add in judice to Petrarch, that the misfortunes of 
Azon de Correge never leffencd his friendfhip for 
him to his deatll The courfe of his fufferings and 
isxile is not very certain : three of his fervants 
were hanged, and he only faved his life by retiring 

Vol.il K to 
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to Ferrara, and at lad went to Mantua to live 
with the relations of his wife. 

In June 1358 a peace was concluded between 
the Gonz^uas lords of Mantua, and the Vif- 
conuis, to which Petrarch by his influence greatly 
contributed. One of the articles of it was that 
Ugbliiji Gonzagua fliopld efpoufe Catharine Vif- 
comfi, the daughter of Matthew Vifcomti. The 
marriage was celebrated at Milan with great mag- 
hificence r at the f^me time Barnabas had a child 
1>aptifed. The feafts on thefe occafions lafted fe- 
veral days, with games and tournaments, and all 
jeinds of rejoicings. 

Petrarch was a great part of the fummer 
^t :Lrinterno. The Carthufians, with whom he 
fpent much of his time, tdked of nothing but the 
fan&ity and virtues of their general ; this was 
John Birel, whom the Cardinals would have made 
Pope after the death of Ckment, if the Cardinal 
dfe Taijlerand had not oppofed it. Petrarch was 
prefled by thefe Monks to write to John Birel ; as 
the Prior of the Carthufians at Milan was going 
to 3 general chapter held ia the great monaftery of 
th^t" order. His- lettef is dated, " From the 
Mons^fteiy of the Carthufians at Milan, where I 
dwell;" 

** PujUL of aftonifiiment and admiration, I 
fpeak to you as I would fpeak to Jefus Chrift him- 
felf, who, no doubt, dwdb in your heart : for 
•the heart o'f the juft, is it not the temple of God? 
T'hey fay you are an angel, and that you lead the 
^ife an angel would do if he was on earth. For my 
part, I behold you as a ftar which rifes from the 

monaftery 
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monaftery of the Carthufians, to enlighten a finful 
world ;> as we fee the nciornUig fun rife from the 
Eaflern mountain,' to illuminate the world. How 
-happy are you ! Hew miferable am 1 1 While I 
am ftruggling with the tempeftuous wavesof time, 
in continual view of the death I dread ; you are 
-arrived, fafe in port, and fo to fpeak, entered into 
the porch of paradife, with the hope, or rather 
Ihe affuranceof a Uefibd and endleis life 4" 

Aftxr bcffeeching tlie bleffing,of his prayers 
that God would infpire his mind with unfeigned 
•charity, perfed -piety, and holy religion; he 
£niihe6 his letter t-hus-: 

** F R CM whence can my confidence arife to a 
man. I have never feep.F.It is, not my merit which 
^ives it, but my love for you and your pious flock. 
It is the idea of ybur piety which makes me hope 
an eafy accefs to your favour. We fometimes 
love thofe the beft we do not perfonally behold. 
Sinner as I am, I fee you in Jefus Chrift, who 
views us all, and whon^ we behold in all things. I 
would however that my eyes alfo rejoiced, in this 
light, and though I daily hear of your pious 
w0fds> that my ears, could enjoy them from your 
own mouth. In fine, though 1 embrace you <te&> 
derly with my foul, i wifli to enfold you in my 
arms, and kifs that hand 1 revere, that hand con- 
fecrated. to God. I know you better than you 
imag'uie. Placed on a facrisd elevation, your vir- 
tue makes you. known of many with whom you 
are not acquainted. To this is joined, that pre- 
cious pledge I have confided to your care, that 
only brother enrolled in the militia of Jefus Chrift> 
under the banners of your prote&ion^ Of all the 
K z gifts 
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^ifts I have received from nature or fortune, none 
is fo dear to h)e as be is : I know that you love him 
as your Ton : you have taken bim ft om me : I am 
confoli^d, I rejoice, nay i glory in a brother wor- 
thy to ferve Jefus Chrift in yoUiT 'holy family ; this 
has infpired me witli tbnfide^ce towards you. The 
Prior <rf the Carthuriafte kt Miiati, who will pre- 
Tent you'with my fetter and my homage, will con- 
firm my affe^lotiate (bmintteiits for you and your 
order/' 

John BiREi, in his smfwer to Ffetrardi, re;- 
^rimandshimfcve'rely for the praifes he had given 
him, faying, that it was not right to praife any 
one to their face. He exhorts Petrarch to employ 
the great talents God had given htm, in works on 
morals and devotion, and in particular deTii-ed he 
would write a Treatife bti the dignity of human 
nature, which- Pope Innocent III. had promifed to 
the world when he publiflied his Treatife on the 
mifery of man. 

PitTR ARCH, after juftifyin^hiraiyf for the 
-praifes' he had beftowed: by ' the examples of. the 
treated faints, Adguft'b, Jerome^ Ambrofis^' 6ic. 
fays, " I couM make you the lame i?epi5oachcs 
with much better fouild^t too: 1 ii^ither claim nor 
merit the praifes you have beAowedon my genius. 
You define me to make* good the promifes of 
•others, who have not tinlie to fulfil my own. Per- 
haps alfo it was a fubjed too ttifticolit 'for the great 
Pope, and what then* wilUt be for me?. Inner- 
cent III. was one of the wifeft m^nof his age, and 
A\\d honour to the Holy See. He knew th«t hit- 
man mifery was an extenfive, and human felicity 
a (hort and delicate fubjeft." 

" I AM 
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** I AM engag^ in a -treatife on the remedies of 
good and bad for^unq, in which I try to fupprefs or 
extirpate, if poflible, the paflions of tlie foul. I 
was in the chapter of grief and mi fery when I re- 
ceived your letter. I apprehend that the malady 
of the foul called grief, can only be cured by the 
fjubjeft of joy we are furniflied with from the 
dignity of huma^ nature. One would have ima* 
gined you knew wha^ I wa^ about when you wrote^ 
and that you meant your letter as a fpur : it is 
certain I am animated by it. The honour of your 
notice, and the pleafure of obeying your commands 
(hall infpire me with courage ;; and if I cannot 
treat the fubj^ in particular as you defire, you 
will accept ^t as confid^red more generally in ther 
treatife I hav^ fnention?d." 

The Gor/efpondence of Petcarch with John* 
Birel was (hort. This general of the Carthufians 
died foon after with the higheft reputation for his 
ptejty and good works^ 

^ ; •• 1. . • . 

• .Pi^TRAiiqH had gp ii^flammation in his leg 
vrb'de h^fw^lrr^t JUititetnp^. !QCca(ion^ by.^ large 
vohunie <»f Qcero'siEpiflle^ falling on it, as he was 
reaching it down, and this happened more than 
ence. *• I could not help, fays he, alking Ci* 
cero> with, a ityiik^ wl^,do you ftrike the man 
who lov(es jfoofo much.?!'. His leg was fo bad 
through negkds that ^dy^ce vras fent for, and the 
phyficians thought it mud be cut off; bu^, by reft 
and fomentations he recovered. It is fingular, adds 
Petrarch, that from my childhood, the accidents 
I have met with have always chofen this leg; 
which has made one of xoy fervants call it plea- 
Suitly,. the le^.of: ill forliafle: ki; reality th^fe are 
... i . motives 
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motives to believe in fate; and why not, if by 
this word we underftand Providencel 

As foon as he recovered, Petrarch took a lit^ 
tie journey to Bergamo,, eight leagues from Milan. 
The occafion of it was this. There was in that 
city a goldfmith of excellent ficill in his trade ; he 
was born with a lively genius, and would, have 
niade a great progrefs in letters, if he had applied^ 
to them early ; but he was fomewhat advanced-inb 
life when this humour took hold of him. ft foon 
abforbed his whole attention and caufed: him ta 
negleft his trade. Struck with the renown of 
Petrarch, he was determined whatever it coft him 
to become acquainted with fo•grea^a>man) and to 
merit his efteem : he tried feVeraJ' niethods -to in- 
troduce himfelf, and at lafl fucceeded. It would 
have been barbarous, fays Pfetrarch, to h^ve refu- 
fed him, what cod me- fo MKk, and delighted him 
ft) much. The favourable reception that Pfetrarch- 
gave him quite turned his head; his joy was ex-» 
prefled in his countenance, gait and geflures ; he 
fpent a great part of his ^fortune in 'hkving the 
name and arms oF Petrarch eithei^thdftd, carveU, 
or inlaid upon every thing; iiif his hoU($9^: iand lat a 
great expence he got all' his writings copied ; for 
Petrarch had given to his ardent intreaiies what 
he had denied the greateft Pi hiifte. By degrees 
he entirely changed his chatadfeif i4(l^ manner of 
life, and abandoned 41 i^ trade,; WhfeW' was a very 
profitable one. ' '^''-^'^ * ' :• ;■ 

Petra-rch repeatedly told' him it was* too 
late to devote himfelf to Audy, atid that heoughi 
on no account to quit hid bufinefs. Obedient to 
his advice on eveiy other fubje£t, apd ltj[lenit% to 

him,. 
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him, as an oracle, he would not be perfuaded in 
this matter to alter his refohition, but (hut up his 
(hop and fpent all his time in the fchools of the 
profeffors, in which that city abounded. 

He was paffionately defirous that Petrarch 
fliould vifit him at Bergamo ; one day only, faid 
he, would he honour my houfe with his prefence, 
it would be my glory and felicity for ages. Pe- 
trarch kept him in fufpenfe for fome years, but at 
lafi moved with his earned fuppUcations, and the 
pleafure he felt in beftowing happinefs, he went 
to Bergamo, though fome of his friends were 
againft it, and thought it would be demean^ 
ing htmfelf. Tlw jeweller^ whofe narhe wai 
Henry Copra^ came to fetch him, and that he 
might be amufed upon the road, he brought with 
him fome men of genius whofe converfation might' 
be agreeable to him ; fome of Petrarch's friends 
followed, curious to obferve the event of this An- 
gular vifit. When- they came to Bei^amo, the 
governor, commanding officer, and principal peo- 
ple of the city came out to meet Petrarch, anj 
rendered him the greateft honours. They would' 
have lodged him in the city hotel, or Ibme palace; 
The goldfmiih was terrified left he (hould not be 
preferred, but he was unjuft to Petrarch, who 
was faithful to his promife, and went with the 
friends who followed him to his houfe. He had 
made vaft preparations ; the houfe was magnifi- 
cently decorated, the chamber deftined to Petrarch 
hung with purple, the bed gilt, and the banquet 
was a royal one. Hfis library was more like a 
fcholar's devoted to letters, than a tradefman^s 
who had fpent his life in a (hop. 

Petr/lrch 
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Petrarch went away the next day, fatiated 
Tvith honours and good things. Never was a hoft 
fo delighted with his gueft : his joy was fo imnK>*^ 
derate, that his relations feared he would fall fick^ 
or turn fool. The governor, and a great train,., 
accompanied Petrarch much further than he defi- 
jed. The coldfmith could not quit him, and they, 
we're obliged at laft to force him away. 

Petrarch arrived that night at Linterno,^ 
where he {)'afled the reft of the autumn, 1359.. 
He had a letter from Lelius, in which he informs 
him that the office of Apoftolic Secretary was 
conferred on Zanobi de Strata^ but had been fo- 
licited for liim by his friends*. Petrarch, after re- 
peating what he had. fo often faid ot^. thi? fubjcft,, 
adds : 

i^ It gives me pleafure Zanobi has this em- 
ployment : I love, and am fure of being beloved 
by him. Among fo many enemies of God. and 
man, we (hall at lead have one friend in that 
court. But I lament the lofs of the Mufes, and^ I 
pity his fate. In accepting this office, he has had 
more regard to riches, than reputation, life, or 
repofe. It was not long ago he joked me in a 
friendly manner for chafing a turbulent and noify 
city for my Helicon. He was ignorant of the 
free, retired, and tranquil life I lead at Milan* 
He difapproved alfo of my fituation in Provence, 
fuppofing it impoflible for any one to be happy on 
that Mde the Alps. Neverthelefe, at Vauclufe if 
refpe^ing my body and my errors I led the life of 
a man, with refpeS to the peace of my mind I 
led the life of an angel. When Zanobi talked in 
this manner^ he did not forefee he (hould foon be 

an 
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an exile from Italy, and an inhabitant of the Ba- 
bylonian Parnafliis. If I fcnpw him, he will often 
regret his Country, and t}i^ leifure he enjoyed at 
Naples, amj will env)[ Uie freedom I poUeifs at 
Milan. H^ will be ricierj^.jao doubt ^ bif t he w]ll 
b€kfj^,happy.'*. ,. j • i- . / ' 

It was moft fevere weather when FetrarcK^ 
wrote this .letter J his jnk was frozen, his hand 
ben^imbed. , It ihowed violently : fo great a quan- 
tity hjid never been feen between the Alps and the* 
Appennine. Many villages and boufes in the coun- 
try fufFered ejctremely. At Bofogna the fnow laj 
fijcty feet deep, and they made a vault under it,., 
where the young people had feafts and diverfions. 
Villani and other hiftorians fpeak of this fnow 
whiph fell in February, as exceeding- what hadi 
been known in the memory of man. 

Petrarch's fon was at this time at Avignon^ 
Simonides, who was there alfo, after fpeaking of 
their common friends Lelius, Socrates, &c. with- * 
all the warmth of friendfliip, talks to him of 
his fon, whom he calls John Petrarch. " He 
hardly ^vcr leaves me, fays he, he amufes me 
by his cpnverlation, and teaches me many things. 
I find him gentle and modeft \ a good iign in a 
young man, if we may believe Seneca. I conjure 
you not to give eartoo lightly to what may be faid 
againfl him ; either I am much deceived, or you 
will fee him one day almofl fucfras you wifli him* 
toibe." We are not told why Petrarch's fon went 
to refide at Avignon,, or w;hat ht bad done to incur 
his father's difpleafure. 

K 5 Petrarch 
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Petrarch had a vlfit this year from his 
friend Boccace. United by the fame genius and 
difpofitionf they wrote often, and had a teiider 
regard for each othfer. ' They had been but little 
together before, and thiis re-union confirmed their 
friendfliip. Boccace called Petrarch his mf^fter, 
and expreffed great obligations to him for the 
knowledge he had communicated to him. His 
charader had been diflipated and libertiney and he 
confeffes that to Petrarch he owed the converfion 
of his heart. His Decameron, wjiich' he wrote 
in 1 348, is a proof of the freedom of his fenti- 
ments in the early part of his life. Hewas about 
forty-five years old when he came to Milan. Pe- 
trarch convinced hini it was (hameful at his age to 
lofe his time among women ; that he ought to 
employ himfelf in more ierious purfuits^ and turn 
his folicitude towards Heaven, inftead of fixing it 
upon thje earth* His eclogues like thofe of Pe-. 
trarch are obfcure an.d enigmatical. 

After paffing fome days at MlUn, his affairs, 
obliged him to return to Florence in the begin- 
ning of April. The weather was ftormy, and the 
waters out. Petrarch b^^ed • he would write to 
him as foon as he had pafTed the Po and the other 
rivers, which he did*. 

PETRARCH. YTxiting to Sifnonides, fpeaks thus 
ofthisvifit:. 

" We have paffed our days delightfully,, but 
they Aided loo faft away. We only wanted you 
to complete our fociety. I could not be eafy at 
my friend's fetting out in fuch bad weather, till I 
t^arned be had pafied fafely the king of rivers ; he 

has 
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has only after this to crofs the Appennine, that 
father of the mountains. This friend knows all 
my thoughts, and will give you a faithful account: 
of my tranfaSions." 

SiMONi©ES anfwered Petrarch from Florences 
** Be at peace, our dear Boccace has paflfed the 
king of rivers, and the father of mountains^ and is. 
arrived here fafe and in good healths" 

Soon after his arrival at Florence, Boccace 
fent Petrarch a fine copy of Dante's poem, which 
he had taken the pains to copy,, and he apologifes 
for the pr^ifes he gives him, by faying he was his 
firfl mafter^ the firft light which illuminated hie 
mind. It was generally thought Petrarch was jea- 
lous of Dante, becaufe he had no copy of h\^ 
works. Petrarch was concerned that Boccace 
(hould adopt this opinion,, and wrote to him as 
follows. 

** The praifesyou have given to Dante are- 
well founded, worthy both of him and you, and 
much more flattering than thofe applaufes of the 
vulgar, which difturb the peace of his Manes.'' 

** If we owe much to the fathers of our body, 
how much more are we indebted to thofe who 
have formed our mind 1 I unite with you in praif- 
ing this great poet, whofe ftyle is vulgar, but 
whofe fentiiaeiits are noble, and beautifuK I am 
only difpieafed that you know me fo little, \\y 
whom I wifh to be perfeSly known : of all the 
plagues of the foul, I am the lead aiTaulted by 
envy. My father wasftrictly united with Dante, 
and the fame ill fortune purfued them: neither 

injufiice, 
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isjofticey exile, nor poverty, neither the love of 
Im wife or chiMreo, conld take this poet from his 
ftudies, thot^h they required (ilence and repofe : 
{o: thb I can never enough admire him. I fee 
many reafons for loving, but none for hating or 
defpifing him. His g^ius, fentiment, and hu- 
mour, excellent in their kind, place him very far 
above contempt. I feared when young to read 
writers in the fame language, left by hazard I 
ihould copy their fentiments or manner. I have 
always avoided with care every kind of imitation, 
and if it has happened, it has been by accident ; 
this was the reafon I did not read Dante then, . 
though I admire him fincerely now ; and was I 
envious it muft be of the living, for death is the 
tomb of envy, as well as of hatred. All that I. 
can be reproached for is, that I have faid, he fuc- 
ceeded beft in the vulgar tongue, both in verfe 
and profc> that he rifes higher and pleafes moft in. 
this; you will agree with me ; and what author is 
there who has fucceeded equally in every ftyle? This 
was not even granted to Cicero, Virgil, Salluft or- 
Plato, when eloquence now dead was at its height. 
It is fufEcient for a man to excel in one fpecies of 
writing. I had this upon my mind, and I am . 
confoled now that I haye.exprefled it to you." 

In May, 1359, Petrarch received a letter 
from the cmprefs Ann, to inform him of the birth 
of a daughter, and the joy this event had given 
her. She had he^n married five years without any 
children,. 

Petrarch in his anfwcr expreffes his gratitude 
for the great honour (he had done him ; and enu- 
merates the illuftrious women, whofe virtue, 

courage, 
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courage, and great aCllons have given them fuch. 
juft renown. 

Petrarch being informed, his friend thci 
bifliop of Cavaillon was returned from Germany to 
his diocefe after he had been in quality of Nuncio 
to the Popej wrote to congratulate him on his 
arrival; and fays, " I dread more than death 
thofe long and dangerous journeys you take fo of- 
ten ; it is time for you to repofe yourfelf. I can- 
not exprefs the ardent defire I have to behold you 
again ; ii is now fevcn years that we have been 
feparated. I was in my youth abforbcd in love; in 
age I am wrapped up in ray friends, chilled in one 
pciiod, and warmed in the other. I refign what 
I once adoVed, and I adore thofe I then only loved* 
At the moment when you Icaft think of it, you 
will perhaps fee me in your library; on the banks 
of my river or in my cave, I wait for my Socrates, 
or rather your Socrates. Love him, treat him as 
your dear child, as you have always treated me, , 
and never forget your fervant," 

Some malicious peopk perfecuted Socrates*. 
Petrarch wrote to encourage him and invite him, 
to Milan. " I kiK>w, fays he, you wifll to fee 
me ; never have we been* fo long feparated ; no- 
thing indeed can divide fouls united by virtue and 
the faith of Jefus Chrift : but after all, there is 
nothing like the prefence of a beloved friend. 
Come, you are ex-pcQed and longed for ; you will 
find friends unknown to you ; and a reputation, 
your fociety will increafe. and not diminifh: come, 
the way is (hort ; let nothing ftop you : either 
you mud fix ^ith me, or I muft come to you. 
Your journey will not be unufeful j you will fee 

me.; 
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me; you will fee Italy : tKe Alps which feparate 
you at prefent from your friend, will ferve you 
as a barrier againft thofe envious ferpents who 
purfue your peace." 

SocRiiTES did not accept this invitation v he 
loved Petrarch above all men; he detefted Avig- 
non, and wilhed to fee Italy-; but he could not 
refolve to quit France, and run the hazard of end- 
ing his days in a foreign country* 

Wetk^ Petrarch returned from<.Linterno, he 
met with an accident in his houfe at Milan, which 
diftrefled him very much. As he arofe one morn* 
ing'he found he had been robbed of all but his 
books ; as he perceived it was a. domeftic robbery, 
he could fufpeS none but his fon John, who was 
returned from Avignon, and his fervants. He 
was become extremely libertine, and it was the 
Doceflities his debauched life reduced him to that 
had brought him to this ad:ion : he fought every 
day with his father's fervants, and Petrarch could 
not keep either him or them vnthin any bounds, 
fo that he left all patience, and turned them all 
€uit of his hdufe; his fon begged to be received 
«gain, but Petrarch would not for feme time con- 
fcnt to it. Thkf event had- occafioned him to 
quit his retired houfe at St. Ambrofe, in which he 
did not think himfelf in fafety ; and he took a 
fmall manfion in the middle of the city, where he 
I'emained but a (hort time ; his love of folitude and 
repofe foon induced him to feek a more retired ha- 
bitation : he found one in the monaftery of St. 
Simplicien, fituated out of the walls. " I have 
here, fays he, a long covered walk feparated from 
the fields by a narrow woody path^ from whence 

lean 
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Lean go round the city without meeting any one : 
fer fuch is the folitude of this place, that you feemr 
to be in the middle of a wood^ if the view of the 
caiy in fome parts, and the? noifes we fometimes . 
bear did not remind us we are near: it.? 

'.il : • • . . . 

Petrarch afked one of the Monks for a life 
of St. Simplicien : " He brought me a book, fays 
he, which the author, had compiled from the con- 
feiHons of St. Auguftine^ but in a very Bat and 
injudicious manner. 1 threw it afide in anger ; 
but it brought to my mind a good faying, * The 
glory of faints depends not: upon the eloquence of 
biographers. Thofe faints want not the pen of 
mortals, who are written in the book of life.'. 
But if we fuppofe a good writer capable of the 
work, who wifhes to animate the living rather 
than honour the dead, where will' he meet 
with fads, if we find none in the houfe of the 
faint himfelf ? It is only from the teftimony of St. 
Auguftine we learn, that Simplicien was all his 
life a faithful fervant of God, well verfed in the 
duties of an evangelical life ; that he contributed 
to his converfion, and was^ chofen to fucceed St. 
Ambrofe by the direSion of that great faint. This 
is all 1 couW difcover of my. facred hoft j.God: 
knows the reft.'* •• . 

A PHYSICIAN, called Albih de Canobio, who 
was fond of Petrarch, wrote to invite him to his 
country-houfe at the foot of the Alps. The air 
of Milan was become infefitious : ** Come here, 
fays- Albin, die air is very good^ and you will 
have always near you a phyfician and a friend." 
Petrarch replied : " It becomes not one of my age 
to fly from death : it is needlefs fo to do, becaufe 
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it comes every where. I would fooner vifit yott" 
as my friend than my phyfician. The art of phy- 
tic may be ufeful to preferve healthy imdi care- 
lefier diforders; but in violent difeafes it-is of;^ 
little ufe : we fee phydcians themfelves dbfpairl 
and run away, which proves the ignorance or the 
weaknefs of men." 

Gui Settimo was appointed this year 1359, 
to the Archbifhopric of Genoa. As he was ex<- 
tremeJy beloved, it caufed great joy in Genoa. 
Petrarch wrote to congratulate him : ** I know 
not, faid hcj whether h fliould rejoice or grieve 
ibr your exaltation ; you will have more honour 
and revenue, but you will lofe that freedom you 
are fo fond of. But why do I fay this ? You did 
not enjoy liberty, you was the fervant of the pub- 
lic, you are now the fcrvant of God ; your, condi* 
tion is to be rejoiceian*" 

H« was icarcely» fettled in his new dignity, 
which brought him back with fuch honour to his 
country, when he was attacked with violent (its of 
the gout, and begged Petrarch to write him fome 
conifolations againft. pain, afTuring him that he fuf- 
fered with: patiende..' Petrarch anfwered him with 
his ufual fpirit and philofophy, and then adcis : 
'** I would have fent you my remedies of good 
and bad fortune^ but I have no peffon at prefent 
who can copy it. The young man whom we 
ha^ both taken fo much pains with^ that he might 
be- the honour^ relief, and joy of my old age, 
overwhelms me. with fhame and 'grief i : This .is 
contrary to. my former, predtdions; ala*^!- they 
muft be now effaced; he is the flave of his pafli- 
ons, envious and difobedient ; he hates knowledge 

and 
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and virtue: . But we muft fuflFer all things with 
patience. Auguftus, efteemed the happieft of 
men, did not he lament the giving birth to three 
poifons ? I, that have but one, fliould do wrong 
to complain." 

This fon of Petrarch did every thing he could 
to obtain his father's forgivenefs, and to be re- 
ceived into his houfe ; he acknowledged his faults, 
and promifed to correS them. Petrarch wrote 
him a very (harp letter, in which he refufes to re- 
cseive him then, but that he fliould be ready to do 
k when he gave proofs of his reformation. In 
effed, he permitted him foon after this to return 
home, and appears as much rejoiced as his fon at* 
this re-union. 

In 1 360, Galeas Vifcomti removed from Mi- 
lan to Pavia ; the cruelties of his brother had ren- 
dered his fociety infupportable. He embelliflied 
bis new city, and rendered it a very agreeable and 
magnificent fituation : Petrarch often paflTed a 
part of the fummer with him there. He built a 
citadel of aflonifliirg fize, and at «n imnienfe ex- 
pence ; a covered bridge over the Tefin, oma« 
mented with marble, which is ftill the favourite 
walk of the Pavians ; and he made a fine parkf 
which was twenty miles in circumference, and 
ftored it with deer and game of all forts. He ef- 
tablifhed an univerfity for all the fciences, engaged 
able profeflbrs, and ordered all his fubjeds to fend< 
their children to ftudy there. All that he did was 
great ; and Petrarch fays of him, referring to the 
citadel of Pavia, " Galeas furpaffed other men 
in moft things, but in the magnificence of his 
tiuf Idings he furpafled himfelf* 

Thi*. 



%i/f 7 15 /. :. : F L Or J 
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^/# f ^^iMM (pT'^rti /tiy Angti^^ 4ff4 liaf been twke to 
h§ fm i miiiiftf iim nnnh€9 of ^'^t^ the moki- 
kkk ftt i$0m§i^0 Wf9 I)m ^ttK€ cooU prevent bim. 
^Ilii* jif$H ftHm tMM to my remote dwtXliogf and 
•M«f4^ ifilii mf \Ui\€ hotife M Pompey en- 
Utf§d iM<o tliuft «rf the philoiopber Poffidoniiu;. 
IIm fii(4«i» iUiwnwMit che heid uncovered, bow- 
ing willt fffpr/l, Wbttt could an inhabitant of 
f^HMmltimilii itH»rri wai he to enter into the tern- 
|i||» III Apotht Mfful the Mufci } This generous hu- 
iitiliiy ttiMVCid m«i and fome perfons ofdiftindion. 
mhti Htllowvd hhiii almod to tears: fuch was the 
HINJ^tty df hU Mifi tho foftnefi of his manners^ 
iliM tllitHtty ol hU Unifuagei preceded by a filence 
MHiriF t^ttpritrtivo than words I We converfed upon 
ill iMt||li»^>U» aikk Ipokt of you in particular. He. 
I^MaininiHt my bt^oki with condefcenfion^ ftaid. a. 
\i\ks$ (UUfi itnd went away with concern. He has* 
bm^mml luy dwrllinit to much> that not only 
Rvu^^titu if^ud Klo(«ium«»» but every lover of the 
i^i^vn y^yi \\KmA\f^ to i^ UU prefence^ his 
%»W v'xuuuvHAUcr ha» t^*^^ i^V ^^ (^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
t^^><*l VSI.V \ hv ha* cv>m^vteated the Imvour he a^ 
ViA>» v\kHvU\\( Kw nvp% and hU pnelence has 
lift^W\( i^(iW thau diluuulKe^l the idea 1 had of 
i^^ Uv^w K^^\>< art wu to Kiv^ tVh ai fneodf 

Tax 
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The diipute abowt Bologna between the Pope 
and Barnabas Vifcomti was more violent than 
ever, and a proceeding was commenced againft the 
latter. Galeas was not to be included in it, on 
condition he fhould not aid his brother. Ga« 
kas confented, having in view an alliance with 
France, and being very unwilling to break with, 
the Pope. 

King JoIik was ftiir a^ prifbner at London f 
the truce was expired between the French and 
Englifli. Edward entered France with a power- 
ful army, perfuaded that nothing could refift him ; 
iUid that before the end of the campaign he fliould 
b^ome maft^r of that kingdom^ He laid (lege ta 
Rbeims, but was obliged to raife it, and approach^ 
cd Paris, where he fent to defy the regent to bat- 
tle, and ravaged the country around it ; but his 
army being. (Iraitened for proyifion, he removed to- 
wards Chartres^ On- a fudden there arofc fo ter- 
rible a ftorm, accompanied with thunder and bail- 
ftones of fuch a prodigious fize, that it crushed to 
death both men 'and^hoffes ; and fo violent a rain 
deluged the camp^ that a thoufand foldiers, and 
fix thouftnJ horftf» weWf' buried ^ ki it. The vio- 
lence of the winds, and the rapidity of the tor-^ 
rents carried all before them. The Engllfh hif- 
torian fays, that the troops looked upon this ftorm 
09 a mark of Ged^^ wrath, and that the King hira^ 
felf was>of>^h)i ofpkiion. It is affirmed that bd 
turaedjtbwarJs the' eWurch ' of Chartres, and made 
«>vow xfSi con(ertt-t6' peace, which ^s concluded 
(om^-timie after. One of the articles of it was, 
that king John (hould pay three millions of gold 
crowns for his ranfom, fix hundred thoufand at 
Calais, four months after his arrival ; and four 

hundred. 
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hundred thoufand every year till all (hould be paid. 
The performance of this agreement wa§ very difr 
ficult. France was. defdated, and without re- 
iburces. Money did not circulate : thofe who had 
any concealed it : ail forts of means were employed 
€o bring it forth. The good cities taxed them-: 
felves ; the Financiers and Jews were laid undef 
contribution; and the Pope granted t>yo tenths 
from the clergy. Philip de Comines fpeaks of lea- 
ther money being ufed at; this timei, w>th a nail of 
filver in the middle. . ' 

<jrALBAS ViscQMTi took advantage pf John*s 
tmbairaffing (itqatioQ, • to demand his daughter 
Ifabelia; fpr; Jphn Gfd^^j his fon, Hift<K*i^Q9 af-^ 
iiil^ us this bopPur coft him- <lear^ Viliani fay^i 
the King fold hi^id^M^bter forXix hia^red ite>^an4 
ibrins \ and makes a (ingulaf refledioo on< thia 
fubjed. " When we confider the grandeur .pf 
France, who would have imagined that by the at- 
ttd&> of a. king pf EngUfidy a p^y noonarch- ii| 
comparifon, its King (hpubl be re^jC^d tft fell his 
own fleih . as at a publiq aufitioin i^^- , , 

• Isabella WaA Iwtl^ : years ptd^ and Joint 
Galeas not eleven, but of ripe underftanding for 
that age. When he was but five years okt being 
>n his father's court, in the midft.of the great 
^rfons alTerpbledy he:waa obfibTv^d to eKamine 
Ibeir face$, gjul appl^afancfi vepyi attentively ^ his 
feather afte^ h\m whkh >he jthought ifce vftfcft per- 
fon ther«; lifter looking again .4tti evtrjf one of 
them, he went to Petrarch, took hinitby Uie kandiL. 
»nd.brou|ht him to his father. 



J 
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Isabella made her entrance into Milan, the 
8th of Oftober, 1360, attended by the Count 
of Savoy. She was drefled in royal habits, re-» 
ceived alt the honours paid to queens, and had a 
royal court ; at which no ladies appeared before 
her with any covering on their heads. This cere*- 
mony laded till the celebration of the marriage, 
when fetting this royalty afide, (he did homage to 
the Vifcomtis and their wives. The marriage was 
celebrated with the greateft magnificence ; the 
Vifcomtis invited all the lords of Italy, who came 
to it with all readinefs, and brought their wives 
along with them. The rejoicings lafled three 
days, and were concluded by a iiimptuous feaft 
given by Barnabas ; fix hundred ladies, and more 
t hart a ttioiifand lords were ferved at tables of three 
couffes with the greateft ele^ce and profufion. 
TheitC' were every day tournaments, where they 
prepared booths for the ladies, whofe fine drelTes^ 
with the pompous ornaments of the knights^ and 
the vaft concourfe of princes, nobles, and people 
of all nations, formed all together a moft fuperb 
'§)e9sicle,- i . < « 

•Pktra^rch ifct out for Paris when thefe re- 
joicings' were over,^ as anibaffador fn>m Galeas 
Vifcomti, to compliment king John on his return 
to, and on the recovery of his kingdom. Petrarch 
§rvi6s this account. of the dreadful condition of 
Frakoge::/. A~\ «-. 1 . .:•;(_ \- • . ;?•,.. « 

.; ■?* W^mKi&il viewed this ikingdoirl/ which had 
heea-ddToWfed byifire'aiid fword, Icocildi^ot per- 
foade- inyfelf •' it />R^as the fame I had formerly be* 
faekl'fi^tile^Tich>' and Aoiiriihingi On every fide 

.:.■.•..! : .... it 

*' xi :: :f' ;• » 
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it now appeared a dreadful defatt ; extreme pover* 
tjy lands untilled, fields laid -wafte, houfes gone 
to ruin, except here and there one that was de*> 
fended by fome fortification, or which watenckrfed 
within the walls : every where were feen the traces 
of the Englifti, and the dreadful havockchey had 
made. Touched by fuch mournful effeSs of the 
rage of man, I could not withhold my tears." 

'* I AM not among thofe whofe love of their 
own country caufes them to hate or defpife all the 
reft of the world. As I approached Paris, it ap- 
peared with that melancholy disfigured air, as if it 
ftill dreaded the horrors it had been a prey to: and 
the Seine, which bathes its walls, wept over its 
late miferies, and fhrunk at the idea of new dif- 
afters. Where, faidi, is Paris now? Where are 
its riches, its public joy, its crowds of fcholars 
difputing even in the ftreets ? To the buz of their 
fyllogifms has fucceeded the din of arms, troops 
of guards, and machines of war : in the ftead of 
libraries, we behold nothing but arfenals : and 
Tranquillity, who formerly reigned here as in her 
own temple, is now banifhed and fled from this 
unhappy land. The ftreets are deferted;. the 
highways covered with weeds and brambles ; the 
whole is one vaft defart.'* 

They wefc making preparations at this time 
for the re-entrance of king John into his kingdom. 
He came firft to Calais, and from thence fet out 
forPifis. Petrarch relates a circudiftance. of -this 
journey, not in other hiftoriutis. . The Xing and 
his fon> fays he, in traverfing Picardyi were ftopf 
ped by thofe troops of banditti, who were foldierfc 
of all nations united under feveral chiefs and called 

companies^ 



B. V. PETRARCH 215 

companies^ who ravaged the whole kingdom ; and 
they were obliged to make a treaty with them to 
continue their journey in fafety. The king made 
his entrance into Paris in December 1360. Villani 
fays, he was received with great honours, and that 
the city prefented him with a thoufand marks in (li- 
ver platfi. 

The ftreets were carpeted, and the King 
walked under a canopy of cloth of gold. He 
went immediately to the church of Notre Dame^ 
to return thanks to God, where ever fmce the bat- 
tle of Poitiers a wax-light was kept burning night 
and day before Ae altar of the Virgin. They faid, 
it was rolled round a wheel, and in length would 
have comprehended the city of Paris. 

Petrauch having witneffed the joy of ihie 
Parifians, went to compliment the king on his de- 
liverance, in the name of the Lords of Milan, 
John, who knew his reputation, and had heard 
him much fpoken of by the cardinal de Bologne, 
was happy to fee him, and gave him a ,very dif- 
tinguiftied reception. This Prince, though brought 
up by his father in ignor^nce^ loved letters and 
■wife men ; tut "his fon Charles,, to whom he had 
given for his preceptor the moft learned man in his 
kingdom, was a prince of great genius and fine 
tafte. Petrarch was aftonifhed to find in him a 
mindfo highly cultivated; he admired his peifeft, 
politenefi of manners, and ' thfe wifdom andmodeV 
ration with which he converfed on the moft impor- 
tant fubjeSs. He only fays of King John, that he 
was brave and humane. 

Most 
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Most of Petrarch*s friends whom he had 
gained at Paris in 1333 were dead ; but he had 
the happinefs to find Peter le Berchier ftill alive, 
that wife Benediftine he had known at Avignon, 
and who vifited him at Vauclufe. This monk was 
prior of St. Elay, and as he held a diftinguifhed 
rank among men of letters, he rendered Petrarch's 
refidence at Paris very agreeable to hira. In a dif- 
courfe which the latter held with the King and 
the Dauphin he faid, it was not to be wondered 
at, that fortune who diverts herfelf with all things 
Tiuman, (hould reduce a flourifliing kingdom, for- 
merly the objeQ of envy, to fo miferable a con- 
dition. The king and the Dauphin fixed theif 
eyes upon him with furprife, when they heard him 
fpeak of fortune as a real being ; the Dauphin, 
who had a lively imagination, was curious to know 
what Petrarch thought of fortune, and he faid to 
Peter Ic Berchier and fome other perfons there, 
'* Petrarch and his colleagues are to dine here to 
day, we muft attack him after dinner, and get him 
to explain himfelf on the fubjea of fortune." One 
of his friends warned him of the Dagphin's inten- 
.tton. Petrarch had no books with' him, but he 
coUeSed Tiis thoughts and propofe4 to rep.refi^nt 
fortune as a. beirtg of reafon, and not a aivintty 
"who governed the world at pleafure, which was 
the common opinion of this age. 

After dirjner the King was fo occupi^ with 
doing the honours of his court to the annbafladors 
from Milan, that to the great fegret of the Dau- 
phin he was prevented from difcourfing with Pe- 
trarch. When the court broke up, Peter Ic Ber- 
chier and three other learned men, not nartled by 

Petrarch, 
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Petrarch, went home with him and entered upon 
a converfation which lafted till vefpers. 

In the beginning of February 1361, Petrarch 
in hafte to return to Italy, went to take leave of 
the King and the Dauphin. They exprefled ex- 
treme regret at his departure, and made fome at- 
tempts to retain him at their court. The Dau*- 
phin preffed it in particular, and wiftied ardently 
to have a man of Petrarch's merit near him. But 
neither their arguments nor offers had any effeft ( 
he loved his country too well, and the court of 
France was too illiterate for him. King John, 
though he loved letters, had hardly twenty books 
in his library : his reign and that of his fon was 
the period of their revival in France. Peter le 
Berchier was engaged to tranflate Livy; this work 
was much admired, though never printed : there 
is a copy of it with very pretty drawings in water 
colours in the library of the Sorbonne. Jane 
dutchcfs of Bburgogne, the niece of the Cardinal 
de Bologne, who was fecond wife to Philip de Va- 
lois, concurred with John in the tranflation of fe- 
veral works. This princefs, who had as much 
wit as beauty, died this year : if (he had lived 
longer, (he would have done much towards the 
revival of letters. Jane of Bourbon, wife of 
Charles V. followed her fteps : it was (he who en- 
gaged Philip de Vitry, the friend of Petrarch, to 
tranflate into French vcrfc the Mctamorphofes rf 
Ovid. 

Petier le BERCHifeR^beft work was his tran- 
flation of Livy, in which it feems probable he was 
aflifted by Petrarch. He compofed another work 

Vol. II. L called 
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<;alled a Moral ReduQory, a fort of Encyclopedia, 
where, in the tafte of this age, every thing is allc- 
gorically reprefented, and ends with a moral ; one 
pal&ge may ferve for an idea of it. He fays, * that 
at Or^ngje the frogs never croak except one, and 
the r^^fon qf this is, St. Florent biftiop of that 
city, fatiguedwith. thenoifeof thcfe animals, com- 
manded them to be filent ; but afterwards touched 
withcompafTion he allowed them all to croak again. 
The clerk, who was to carry this pcrmiflion to the 
frogs, gave it in the fingular inftead. off the plural, 
gnd fo .but one poor frog was ever heard in that 
city.' I J^ve mentioned the.Romancc of the Rofe, 
a famous work of this age in the fame ftyle. There 
\vas alfo a hiftory^ of the three Mary's, full of ab- 
furd fables. An Abbe publifhed in three dreams, 
the pilgrimage of human life, the pilgrimage of 
the foul when feparated ftpni the body, and the 
pilgrimage pf J^fusChrift. 

From this view, of letters in France we cannot 
he furprifedat Betcarch's r^fuiing to ftay in it ; he 
quitted thePaMphiniiowever wi^h regret, andpre- 
fented him with^his Treatifeon good and bad For- 
tune, which the Prince had immediately tranflated 
by his Preceptor; and this book held a diftinguilh- 
ed rank in his library, which w;is faid to contain 
n.ine hundred volumes ; a prodigious wmber at .a 
time when books were fo fcarpe. 

Petrarch fet out for Milan at the end of 

February. In the bad inns he met with, it was 

his cuflom to write to his friends; and recolleding 

the converfations he had had with Peter le Ber- 

^hier, he wrote him the following letter : 

" In 
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In my youth, the inhabitants of Great Britain^ 
whom they call Englifli, were the mod cowardly 
of all the Barbarians, inferior even to the vilfc 
Scotch. On the contrary, the French militia was 
then in the moft flouriftiing ftate. At prefent the 
Engliih, become a warlike people, have fubdued 
the French by frequent and unlooked for fuccefles. 
Would you know in two wol-ds the caufeof this 
change ? Liften to Sallufl ; he fays, ' Fortune 
changes with manners, and empire goes from the 
wicked to the good ; ftrength, genius, virtue, re* 
nown, circulate like money, and pafs from one 
people to another.'* 

Petrarch then defcrlbing the luxury of thfc 
French, gives this pifture of their militia ; 

** When you enter into the camp, you wbul4 
believe yourfelf in a tavern.' They are even de- 
licate, and will be drunk with foreign wines ; and 
when there are none, they complain that the army 
wants for every thing ; that thfey are dying with 
drought, and it is no wonder that the foldiers de- 
fert. The military emulation has pafled from 
arms to gla(tes : it is no longer the qUeftion with 
what weapons they fliall fight, but with what 
glaffes they (hall drink ; thofe who can take ofF the 
largeft draughts and bear <he moft wine, are vic- 
tors, and gain the laurel crown. Seneca predifted 
this : * There fhall come a day, fays he, when 
drunkennefs (hall be honourable, and it will b^ 
efteemed a virtue to excel in it.' Thus they abid6 
in their tents, eating, drinking, playing, fnoringv 
and fwearing, and plunged in debauchery with th^ , 
women who follow the camp. If called out to 
"fight, they know no chief, obey no command, but 
La Ti " 
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worthy of you, but unmerited by me. Who will 
not be aftoniftied to fee transferred to my ufe a vafe 
confecrated by the mouth of Caefar ? But I (hall 
take care not to profane this facred cup, by ap- 
plying it to my own ufe : I would defline it to 
make libations on altars, if this antient rite was 
ftill obferved among us. It will be the delight 
and ornament of my table on folemn days, and 
when I give feafts ray friends (hall behold it with 
pleafure. I (hall prefcrve it all my life with your 
tetter, as a monument of your goodnefs and of 
my glory. You propofe a very agreeable journey 
to me, but I cannot quit Italy without the confent 
of the maftcr under whofe laws I live : but my 
greateft obftacle is my library, which without be- 
ing iramenfe is much above my genius and know- 
ledge : how will my bocAs be able to traverfe the 
Alps, infeflcd as they arc by thieves ? The longer 
I livfe, the more I feel the truth of that faying, 
* All is trouble and vexation of fpirit : * he wha 
doubts it^ has only to live to a certain term of 
years, and he will be perfeQly convinced of its 
truth. Ncverthelefs, I defign to obey your orders 
before the fumnner is over, if my mafter permits^ 
and I find a compaaion for my journey ; and I will 
remain what time you pleafe in your court. The 
prefencc of my Csefar will confole me for the 
abfence of my books, my friends, and my coun- 
try.'* 

This letter of Petrarch's is dated from Padua, 
where he was now fixed. Probably this removal 
was owing to the plague, which ravaged the Mt- 
lanefe, and to the inroads of troops of robbers, 
called the companies, many of whom were dif- 
banded troopsnot paid, who had pillaged France,, 

and* M 
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jind were now come into the provinces of Italy 
under feveral diflFerent chiefs, feme of whom were 
in league with the great men in power, who ei- 
ther from fear or intereft conniveid at thefc difor- 
ders. Petrarch laments the diflreffes they occa,- 
fioned in a very pathetic manner. It is eafy to 
imagine what defolation mull arife frooi villains 
familiar with blood> and bound by no law either 
human or divine. A Milanefe hifiorian fays, 
^* They ravaged the lands, killed the men, forced 
the women before the eyes of their huA>ands, vio- 
lated the daughters in the prefence of their parents^. 
and reduced all around them to a(he^." 

What was Petrarch's grief to behold all thefc 
diflrefles in his dear country I " I fpeak, fays he, 
becaufe I cannot keep filence ; it is fome confola- 
tion to my heart to vent its forrows, though I 
know I fpeak in vain. Yet who can tell ? Though 
my words are cad into the air, fome favourable 
wind may convey them to a beneficent ear,, where 
they may become fruitful. Alas I I defire, more 
than I hope, this ; for there remains nothing now 
to hope. Great God ! thy regards formerly ren,- 
dered us the nioft envied of mortals, the moil illu- 
ftrious of men I A handful of Romans went 
every where difplaying their vi^orious ftandards ; 
to the Eaft, to the Wefl, to the North, and to 
the South : there fubduing pride, here confining 
ambition ; reprimanding vol uptuoufnefs in one land, 
and leaving the moft glorious traces of their foot- 
fteps in all. The whole world acknowledged 
Rome as its chief, aqd fell proftrate before her. 
Now, a troop of banditti rushing from a thoufand 
different retreats, fpreads devaftation over this 
queen of provinces, this miftrefs of the world 1" 

" All- 
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" All-powerful Go(H THou art the laft 
and the greateft hope of man. Thou haft created; 
and thou governeft the world by thy power.* If 
we have not anfwered thy goodnefs, punifli and 
difgrace us : if profperity has rendered- US' proud^ 
let thy arm make us humble : but fuffer us not to 
be a prey to thefe wretches, and our yoke their' 
portion. Good LordJ oppofe thy fupreme de- 
fence to the torrent of thefr wickednefs and cruel- 
ty ; confound that impious people who fay in their 
heart, * There is no God.' Affift thy children^ 
who are indeed unworthy, but wto invoke thy. 
aid with teirs, an^-truft in->God alone.'' 

The occaCon of their leaving France foritaly; - 
was not only the Pope's money and the folicitati- 
ons of the Marquis de Montferrat, but alfo th^ 
plague, which was returned with fuch violence»t0 
the city of AvignOh; that bfetwiben the 29th of' 
March and the 25th of July there perifhed feven* 
teen thoufand perfons, among whom were nine 
Cardinals, a hundred Biihops, and a great number 
of efficers belonging to the Roman court ; it came' 
after the famine which the city of Avignon fUffer-^ 
ed from the invafion of the companies. 

Historians remark, that more perfons of' 
condition perifhed in this plague,' thiln in that'of 
1 348 : but it was not fo general, nor of fuch long* 
continuance. It was brought into Italy by tte* 
companies. The city of Milan, which the for- 
mer plague had refpefted, was worfe treated by 
tliis than any other: Villani fays, there died in' 
it every day a thoufand, twelve hundred, and^ 
fome days fourteen hundred people. All|he great' 
loids abandoned it. Galeas Vifcomti went to 

Monz^il 
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Monza. Barnabas (hut himfelf up in his fine caf- 
tle at Marignan ; a place furrounded with woods, 
in a very pure air, and which he had carefully 
guarded : that no one might come near it, he 
placed a centinel in the bell-tower, who had or- 
ders to ring when any one fliould appear on horfe- 
back. Some Milanefe gentlemen having entered 
Marignan, and the bell not founding,' Barnabas 
fent his foldlers in a violent rage with orders to 
throw the centinel immediately from the top of the 
tower ; but when they came, they found him dead 
at the bottom of it : Barnabas, in the utmoft ter- 
ror at this news, fled into the thickeft part of the 
foreft, and lay a long while there for dead. 

The plague had not yet reached Padua, but 
was very fevere ar Parma. The fon of Petrarch 
was one of its viSims. Petrarch would have 
been much lefs touched with his death on his own 
account, had it happened fooner ; for this young 
man had exprefled fo much grief for his mifcon- 
duS, and appeared fo true a penitent, that Pe- 
trarch was well-pleafed with his penitence, and 
iincerely lamented his lofs. He had juft gained 
for him a benefice beftowed by the lord of Verona. 
In a letter to a friend he fays : 

'* Death takes my friends as ufual, while I 
march chearfully on. Your lord has reftored the. 
benefice about which you took fo much pains : but 
death has taken it from me, and the young man 
who was to poflefs it ; he died the fame day he 
was to have been re-eflabli(hed in his rights. I 
am thus delivered of a great burden, but it is not 
without grief. Adieu !" 
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It was upon this that Petrarch determined to 
marry Frances his daughter. It is no where faid 
in his works where (he lived or was brought up. 
He chofe for her the fon of a gentkman of Milan, 
a mod accorapiifhed and amiable young man, of 
the fweeteft temper and the beft difpofitione. Boc- 
cace fays of him, " His figure was ftriking, his 
countenance calm and agreeable, bis converfation 
difcreet, and his behaviour gentle and polite.^* 
Frances had an agreeable figure, and refembled 
her father in perfon. She was fubmtiEve and 
faithful to her hulband. Simplicity, modefty, at- 
tachment to the duties of her ftation, and a con- 
tempt of the pleafures of the world, formed her 
amiable charafter. Two fuch friends were de^ 
lightful fociety for Petrarch ; he took them into 
his houfe, and this a(Fe£lionate union was unin-- 
ierrupted to his death. 
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J. HE plague which raged this year, 1361^, 
with violence, carried oiF Zanobi de Strata, who 
enjoyed his place of Apoftolic Secretary only three* 
years. The grand Senechal, who had the. tender- 
eft friendfhip for hifli> and. the gri^ateft ; idea of 
his talents, could hardly fupport . this ftroke. 
*' The world, fays he, has loft a man who has 
not had his equal for a thoufand years : I except 
only Signior Francis Petrarch. The grand Sene- 
chal offered to Simonides the Prior of the holy 
Apoftles, the place Zanobi held under him at 
Naples, and with many intreaties, engaged him to 
accept it. He had not on this occafion confuited 
Petrarqh ; but when he arrived at Naples, he 
wrote him, the following letter. . 

** You will be aftoniflied at receiving a let-, 
ter from me here, and at my long filence, which 
has been occafioned by a variety of affairs." He 
invites Petrarch to come to him. He was then- 
at a cpuntry-hpufe of the grand Senechal's, of 
which he, gives this fine defcription. " Do you 
feek folitude ? Here are defarts that feem to have 
been contrived for poets, by art and nature uni- 
ted. Do you wifti thexhearful fociety of cities 
to unbend from ftudies ? You have Amalphi to 
the right, Salerno to the left. Do you love the 
fca ? you are on its banks near enough to throw- 
in 
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in your nets, and count the fifli they inclofe. I 
fpeak not of the fine gardens all around, exceeding 
in neatnefs and beauty all the reft of Italy. In 
the middle of a delightful valley, a river rolls its 
tranfparent waters, with an agreeable murmur 
over the (hining pebbles. The magnificat villas^ 
fcattered on^^U fides, appear to rife onr of the 
rock, rather than to have been the work of man/ 
The air is delightfully temperate, and the land 
produces every year fruits of moft exnuifite tafte. 
In (hort, here is every thing that can delight the 
fenfes, fpringing upofi the fpot, and brought fronv '• 
ether countries, both-by land and by fea." 

The grand Senechal joined his intreaties tcF^ ^ 
thofe of Simonides, to which Petrarcb replied : • 

I HAVE learnt with pleafufe thafyoirare in "" 
Campania; my better lialf then, as Horace fays 
of Virgil, is there alfd, provided you are happy :' 
but how fliould you bfe othctwile, with fuch a 
hoft as our common Mecenas, with a mind like' 
yours, and thofe virtues which follow you to every 
clime ? I need ho temptations to accept your of- 
fers: your requefts, and thofe ofyour Mecenaa' 
woulcf be my only indtttements ;but I wonder you ' 
are not fatigued with a&ing what l-am weary of 
refufing : I can only beg you to recoUed what I ' 
havefaid a thoufand times on 'this 'fubjeS.'^ The* 
charge of ApoftoKc fecretary, ihroogh the influ-^ 
ence of the Cardinal de Taillerand, was again 
offered to Petrarch, with additional advantages 
annexed, and the moft ardent folicitations he would 
accept it ; but he perfifted in his refufal : in which 
he notices very keenly the Pope's opinion of him 

a3'.' 
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as a forcerer, and recommends Slmonides and Boc*- 
cace as more worthy of the office. 

** Pardon me, fays he in a letter to the for- 
mer, if I have done wrong in naming you ; if 
you accept this employment, you will procure 
wealth and fame, if you refufeit, the refufal will, 
do you honour ; as they have thought me capa- 
ble of it, they will fuppofe me alfo a judge of this 
capacity in others : whether they defpife or con- 
cur with my judgment, I have feized this occafion 
of faying what I think of you ; and though it 
would be more in charaSer another fliould have 
told you this, I have not deferred writing that you 
might have time to prepare your anfwer. I have 
not forgot to join with, your praife, that of your 
Mecenas, and that to him they.mufl: addrefs them- 
fclves if they wifli to obtain you. What idea 
ought they not to have of a man who raifes up 
fuch fubjeds for the church as yourfelf and Za- 
nobi ! This glory refleSs alfo on our country, . 
which produces both< the one and the other." 

At the beginning of the year 1^62, the plague 
deprived Petrarch of his beloved friend Socrates. 
*^ He was, fays he, of all men the deareft to my 
heart ; my firft, my darling friend : from the firft 
hour we met, we loved with mutual tendernefs. 
His fentiment^ and difpofitions toward me have 
never varied during the fpace of one and thirty 
years : a rare and aftonifliing thing to fay of a man 
born among Barbarians ; but the habit of living 
with me, my fociety and friendfhip had infpired 
him with fuch a tafte for our manners and opini- 
ons, that he was become a perfed Italian. Yes, 
he was our Socrates, the Socrates of Italy : and 
/ hia 
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his fmgular transformation was the joy and honour 
of my life, and the admiration of all the world!'* 

The plague and war rendered Italy at this 
time fo difagreeable to Petrarch, that he had re- 
folved on a journey to Vauclufe, as foon as the 
fcvere frofts would permit him to pafs the Alps. 
But when he came to Milan, he found it impaf- 
fable. Barnabas was come out of his den, and 
had again attacked Bologna. The plague had 
enriched his coffers, becaufe he had taken poffef- 
fion of the eftates and wealth of thofe who died 
without heirs. Become prouder than ever, he 
made exorbitant demands to the Pope, who en- 
gaged in a league with feveral of the Italian Princes 
againft him. Barnabas hearing of it faid ; they 
are children, I will have them all whipt. 

The Emperor of Germany fent to Petrarch,, 
at this time, a third invitation in very pompous 
and flattering terms, which Petrarch promifed to 
accept, but was prevented by the impoffibility of a . 
fafe paffage. The grand Senechal of Naples 
wrote alfo to Petrarch to thank him for his atten- 
tion to Simonides ; in his letter he fays, ** Since 
Providence permits me not to obtain what I have, 
long wiflied for, I befeech you earneftly, my m^f- 
ter and my friend, the honour of my country, that 
you judge me worthy of your admirable letters, 
which will not only render my name honourable 
to pofterity, but the few days of life that remain 
to me delightful to myfelf." 

In Petrarch's anfwer, he mentions the death 
of Lewis king of Naples, and how little honour 
he did to the advice given him through Nicholas 

Acciajoli : 
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Acciajoli : " We may fay with reafon^ adds hfey 
that virtue is not obtained by precepts. This' 
Prince had little dignity, and lefs authority ; he 
had neither knowledge nor prudence, and gloried 
in deceit. He loved a debauched life, and was* 
avaricious of money to an extreme : he often fuf- 
pe£ted his greateft friend the Senechal ; but had 
recourfe to him in every critical conjunQure. He 
flighted the Queen his wife, and treated her as 
one of his fubjeds; and he tired all around him 
with the detail of his great a6Uons, both in peace * 
and-war."' 

Boc<:'ACE' hearing that Petrarch propofed go- 
ing to Germany, was much alarmed and reproach- 
ed him for his intention of dragging theMufes in-« 
to Sarmatia, when Italy was the only true Par- 
naffus. In this letter he gives Petrarch an account 
of a Angular adventure which had juft happened 
to him.- 

** A Carthusian of Sienna, whom I know 
not, came to me at Florence and-alked to fpeak to 
me in private. I came hither, fays he, from the 
defire of the blefled father Petroni, a Carthufian 
of Sienna, who though he never faw you, by the 
illumination of heaven knows you thoroughly : he 
charged me to reprefent to you youn extreme danger, 
unlefs you- reform your manners, and your writings, 
which are the inftruments the devil ufes to draw 
men into his fnares, to tempt them to finful lufts, 
and to promote the depravity of their condu£t. 
Ought you not to blufti for fuch an abufe of the ta- 
lents God has given you for his glory ? What a 
reward might you have obtained had you made 
a -good ufe of that wit and eloquence with which 

he 
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he has endowed you! on the contrary, what 
ought you not to fear, for devoting yourfelf to 
lo.ve and, waging war with modefty, by giving lef- 
fens of libertinifm both in your life and .writings f 
The bleffed Petroni, celebrated for his miracles 
and the fobriety of his life, fpeaks to you by my 
voice. He charged me in his lad moments to be- 
feech and exhort you, in the moft facred manner^ . 
to renounce poetry and thofe profane (Indies which 
have been your conftant employment, and pre- 
vented your difchargingc your duty as a chriftian. 
If you do not follow my direSions, .be affured you 
have but a (hort time to live, and that you (hall 
fuffer eternal punilhments after your death. God 
has revealed this to father Petroni, who gave ma 
a.ftria charge to inform you of it.'! 

The Carthufian who fpoke thus to Bbccace^ 
was called Joachim Ciani, he was the country- 
man and friend of father Petroni, who died in a . 
religious rapture. May, 1361 ; and it was faid, 
wrought feveral miracles before and after his.death. 
Father Ciani was with him when he wa& on^his 
death-bed, and heard him utter feveral prediSions 
concerning different perfons, among whom was 
Petrarch. Boccace, terrified at what Father Ci- 
ani had faid, aiked him how his friend came to 
know him and Petrarch, as they had no knowledge 
of his friend ; to which the. good Cacthufian re- 
plied : Father Petroni had refolved to undertake, 
fomething for the glory of God, but death pre- 
venting tiim, he prayed to God with fervour to 
point out feme one who (hould execute his enter- 
prife J his prayer was heard ; Jefus Chrift appear-? 
ed to him, and he faw written on his face, all that, 
paffes upon earth, the prefent, the pad and the fu- 
ture* . 
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ture. After this he caft his eyes upon me for the- 
performance of this good work, and charged me 
with this commiffion for you with fome others to 
Naples, France and England^ after which I (halt 
go to Petrarch. 

To convince Boccace of the truth of what he 
faid, the holy Father acquainted him with a fe- 
cret which Boccace thought none knew but him- 
felf. This difcovery and the threat that he had 
not long to live, imprefled him fo ftrongly that he 
was no longer the fame man : feized with a panic 
terror, and believing death at his heels, he re- 
formed his manners, renounced love and poetry ^^ 
and ^termined to part with his library, which 
was almoft entirely compofed of profane authors. 
In this fituation of his mind, he wrote to his maf- 
ter Petrarch to give him an account of what had 
happened to him, of the refolution he had made 
to reform his manners, and to oflFer him his libra- 
ryj giving him the preference to all others ; and 
begging he would fix the price of the books, fome 
of which might ferve as a difcharge of fome debts 
he owed him. Petrarch's reply to this letter was 
as follows : 

*^ To fee Jefus Chrift with bodily eyes, is in- 
^ead a wonderful thing \ it only remains that we 
know if it is true. In all ages men have covered 
falfhoqds with the veil of religion, that the appear- 
ance of divinity might conceal the humap fraud. 
When I have myfelf beheld the meflenger of Fa- 
ther Petroni, I fhall fee what faith is to be given, 
to his words ; his age, his -forehead, his eyes, his 
behaviour, his cloaths, his motions, his manner 

of 
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of fitting, his voice, his difcourfe, and the whole 
united will ferve to enlighten my judgment." 

*^ As to what refp«6is yourfel/jy that you are 
not long for this world, if we reflect doolly this is 
a matter of joy, rather than of forrow. Was it 
an old man on the borders of the grave, one might 
juflly fay to him> do not at your years give your- 
felf up to poetry, leave the Mufes and Parnaffus,. 
they only fuit the days of youth. Your imagina- 
tion is extinguifhed, your memory fails, your 
feelings are loft ; think rather of deaths who is at 
your heels, and prepare yourfelf for that awful 
paflfage. But for a man in the middle age of life, 
who has cultivated letters and the Mufes with fuc- 
cefs from his youth, and who makes them his 
amufement in riper years, to renounce them thea. 
is to deprive himfelf of a great confolation. If 
this had been required of LaSantius, of St. Au- 
guftin, or St, Jerome ; would the former have 
difcovered the abfurdities of the heathen fuperfti* 
tion ; would St. Auguftin with fo much art have 
built up the city of God ; or St. Jerome combated.; 
Heretics with fo much ftrength and fuccefs ? I 
know by experience, how much the knowledge of 
letters may contribute to produce juft opinions; 
to render a man eloquent ; to pcrfeQ: his man- 
ners ; and which is much more important to de- 
fend his religion. If men were not permitted ta 
read poets and heathen writers, becaufe they do< 
not fpeak of Jefus Chrift, whom they never knew ; 
how much lefs ought they to read the works of 
Heretics, who oppofe his doSrine ! yet this is 
done with the greateft care, by all the defenders 
of the faith. It is with profane authors as with 
folid food, it nourifhes thq man who has a good 

ftomach,. 



234 



THE LIFE OF 



ftomach, and is pernicious only to thofe who can- 
not digeft it ; to the mind that is judicious they 
are wholefome, but poifon to the weak and igno- 
rant. Lettecs may even render the former more 
religious, of which we have many examples, and 
to them they will never be an obftacle to piety. 
There are many ways of arriving at truth and 
heaven ; long, fliort, clear, obfcure,^ high and 
low, according to the different neceffitiesof men ; 
but ignorance is the only road the idle walk in ; 
furely wifdom may produce as many faints as fol^y ;. 
and we (hould be careful that we never compare 
a lazy and blind devotion with an enlightened and 
induftrious piety. If you refolve however to part 
with your bookis, T will never fuffer them to falP 
into bafe hands : though feparated in body, we 
are united in mind : I cannot fix any price upon 
them, and I will only make one condition wiili you, 
that' we pafs the remainder of our lives together^ 
and that you fhall thus enjoy my books, and your 
own. Why do you fpeak of debt to me ? you 
owe me nothing but friendfhip, and herein we are 
equal, becaufe you have always rendered love for 
love. Be not however deaf to the voice of a 
friend who calls you to him. I cannot enrich you, 
if I could you would have been rich long ago ; 
but I have all that is requifite for two friends, 
who are united in heart, and flieltered under the 
fame roof." 

It was doubtlefs the Deoameron of Boccace,- 
which drew upon him the adventure we have re- 
lated ; it confifts of a hundred novels which are 
related as the amufement of feven ladies and three 
gentlemen, who went to pafs fome days in the 
country, two- miles from Florence, to efcape the 

infeded 
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infeSed air of that city. Among thefe novels there 
are fome true flories that Boccace bad been a 
witnefs of, or had learnt from good information ; 
the. reft ace only tales he had read, or heard of. 
He poffeffed the talent of ftory-telling in perfedi- 
on. Nothing can be more plain and natural, 
(kllful^ or elegant, than his compoGtions ; hi^ 
words feem formed on purpofe for his defcriptions. 
Men of wit in Italy agree that the Decameron ex- 
ceeds in flyle, every other book in their language ;. 
and that it is very remarkable that Boccace (hould 
carry the vulgar tongue all at once to its perfeSir 
on, which had been left to the people, and the 
rufi of which bad been but ia part rubbed oiF by 
Dante.. 

No book perhaps had ever fo many readers, 
and fo many cenfurers as the Decameron : the 
devotees were for having it burnt, and the monks 
were enraged againft him, becaufe he. had taken 
many of his tales from the convents, and had fe- 
verely fatirized their licentioufnefs of manners : 
to attack the monks, faid they, is to attack religi- 
on itfelf ; and to publifh their infamy, i^ to be 
guilty of impiety. To this they added that Boc- 
cace was an atheift. He did not take the pains to 
•nfwer them fcrioufly, but turns them into ridi- 
cule in a very pleafant . manner, at the end of his 
Decameron. He compofed this work as an amufe* 
ipent only,, and was. far from beholding it as the 
ground of his reputation : what would have been 
his aftoniihment if he had been told; " your 
other works will remain |?uried in obfcurity, while 
your Decameron will g</ through more than two 
hundred editions, will be tranflated into all langu- 
ages,, and will be read by all the world !" 

Boccace 
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Bo c CAGE was not arrived at a mature age, 
when he compofed the Decameron : its lively air 
was fuited to tales, and its free reprefentations to 
the vices it cenfures ; and at the time when he 
wrote it, the plague had made a great change in 
the manners and cuftoms of fociety : the women, 
of whom only a few remained, having mod of 
them loft their hufbands, their parents, and all 
who had authority over them; thought them- 
felves no longer fubje^t to thofe rigid decorums 
which formerly reftrained their conduS, Having 
BO perfons of their own fex to attend them during 
the plague, they employed men as their fervants ; 
which introduced a violation of the laws of mo* 
defty and referve. With refpeft to the convents, 
it is not furprifing that Boccace fhould find fub- 
jefts in them for his licentious tales. The plague 
had opened their gates, and the monks and nuns 
coming forth into the world, and living without 
reftraint, had loft the fpirit of their profeffion : 
and when the plague ceafed, they continued . the 
feme courfe of life. The hiftorians of thofe times 
give us dreadftil pifliures of their debauchery ; and 
the Ecclefiaftical writers look upon the plague of 
I348> as the true period of the relaxation of mo- 
naftic difcipline. 

The Decameron gives an animated view of 
thofe times, fatirizes the vices that prevailed, and 
contains fome lively images of human life, and 
very judicious reprefentations of the chara6:ers of 
men ; but the judgment of Petrarch refpeSing 
profane authors may be very ufefuUy applied to the 
readers of this work : and it is probable this book 
did a good deal of mifchief in Italy, ftnce the wife 

fathers 
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fathers of the council of Trent forbade the reading 
of it till it fliould be correded. 

Father Ciani's vifit and converfation oc- 
cafioned fo great a revolution in the mind of Boc- 
cace, that he was not only for renouncing poetry 
and Pagan authors, but it was reported he was 
going to turn Carthufian, and a fonnet on this fub- 
jefl; was addreffed to him by Franco Sacchetti, one 
of the beft poets of that time. It appears that 
Petrarch's well-judged anfwer re-eftabliflied the 
peace of his mind, and made him renounce his 
chimerical projeQs : he kept his books, and con- 
tinued his ftudies ; but it is certain he alfo reformed 
his life, and did all he could to fupprefs his Deca- 
meron ; but that was impoffible, there w€re too 
many copies of it fpread abroad. 

In the month of June 1362, the plague fpread 
to Padua, and made foch havock there, that Pe- 
trarch removed to Venice ; it had not yet reached 
to that city. Villani fays, ** It came like hail, 
which after ravaging the fields to the right and to 
the left, fpares thofe in the middle." The war 
did not permit Petrarch to go to France or Ger- 
many, and the plague drove him from Milan 
and Padua. Venice appeared to him the fureft 
afylum again ft thefe two fcourges. ** I fled not 
from death, fays he, but I fought repofe." 

Petrarch always took his books when he 
went any long journey, which rendered travelling 
fo incommodious and expenfive to him, as he re- 
quired for their conveyance fuch a number of 
horfes. When he had been fome time at Venice, 

it 
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h came into his mind not to oBter tbefe books to a 
religious order, as he once propofed, but to place 
this treafure in the care of the republic, to whom 
'he wrote as follows : 

" Francis Petrarch defires to have theblefletl 
Evangelift Mark for the heir of thofe books he 
has and may have, on condition that they (hall 
neither be fold nor feparated ; that they (hall be 
all placed in fafety, flickered from fire and water, 
and preferved with care for ever for his honour, 
and the ufe and amufement of the noble and learn- 
ed perfons of this city. If he makes this depofit, 
•it is not becaufe he has a great idea of his books> 
^r believes he has formed a fine library ; but he 
hopes by this means the illuftrious city of Venice 
will acquire other trufls of the fame kind from the 
public ; that the citizens who love their country, 
the nobles above all, and even fome ftrangers will 
follow his example, and leave their books to this 
vchurch at their death, which may one day become 
a great library, and equal thofe of the ancients. 
Every one muft fee how honourable this will be to 
the republic. Petrarch will be much flattered with 
having been the original fource of fo great a good. 
If his defign fucceeds, he will explain himfelf more 
minutely hereafter upon this fubj^ft ; in the mean 
time he oJBFers to execute this his promife." 

This propofal having been examined and ap- 
proved, and the procurators of the church of St. 
Mark having offered to be at the neceflary ex- 
pences for the placing and preferving thefe books> 
vdie republic gave the following decree : 
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" Considering the offer that Meffirc 
Francis Petrarch has made us, whofe reputation is 
fo great that we do not remember to have met in 
the Chriftian world with a moral phiiofopher and 
poet united, who can compare with him ; per- 
fuaded that this offer may contribute to the glory 
of God and of 6t. Maiic, and jdo much honour to 
our city ; we will accept it on the conditions he 
has made ; and we order fuch a fum to be taken 
from our revenue, as will purchafe him a houfe for 
his life, according to the advice of the governor, 
counfellors and chiefs." 

In compliance with this decree, Petrarch had 
aiTigned for his dwelling and that of his books, 
a large manfion called the palace of the two 
towers, belonging to the family of Molina. It 
is at prefent themonaftery of the Monks of St. Se- 
pulcre. 

Thfs hoiife was of an immenfe fize, and hafl 
two very high towers. It was delight&illy fituated, 
fronting the port. Petrarch was delighted to be- 
hold the-vefTels come in and go out : ** Thefe vef- 
fels, fays he, refemble a mountain fwimming on 
the fea, and go into all parts of the world amidfl 
a thoufand perils, to carry our wines to the 
Englifh, our honey to the Scythians, our faffron, 
our oils, our linen to the Syrians, to the Armeni- 
ans, to the Perfians, and the Arabians ; and 
which is more incredible, they carry our woods 
to the Achaians and Egyptians. From all thefe 
countries they bring merchandifes, which they 
<arry all over Europe. They go even to the Ta- 
nais : the navigation of our fea extends no farther 
than that towards the North ; but when they are 

there. 
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there, they quit their (hips, and go to trade in the 
Indies and to China, and after haying paiTed the 
Ganges and the Caucafus, they go by land as far 
as the Eaftern ocean. Behold what men will do 
for thethirftof^oldl" 

Petrarch's view towards the republic was 
fulfilled ; feveral Cardinals left their libraries to 
it after his example, and it appeared the beft and 
lafefl perpetuation of many valuable authors : but 
by the humidity of the place, they were almoft aH 
deftroyed, together with a precious manufcript 
written by the evangelift St, Mark. 

At this time there happened a great event at 
Avignon, which difconcerted all Petrarch's mea- 
fures for his friend Simonides. Pope Innocent VI. 
died the 12th of September 1362 : he was a good 
and fimple man. The Cardinals caft their eyes on 
his brother Hugues Roger, a man of great worth, 
whofe virtue and modefty had gained him univerfal 
refpefl: ; but he refufed this dignity. They then 
eleded William Grimoard, Abbe of St. Viaor. All 
the world was aftoniflied, and even the Cardinals 
themfelves, at the choice of a Pope who was not of 
the facred college. Petrarch fays to Urban in a 
letter fome time after, *^ It was the effeS of di- 
vine infpiration ; it was God, not the Cardinals 
eleded you to the papacy, making the hands and 
tongues of men the inftf uments of his good plea- 
fure. Your name, adds he, was pronounced with* 
out their intention. Full of pride, they efleem 
themfelves alope, and defpife all others. Each one 
afpires to the fupreme dignity, and thinks himfelf 
the only one who deferves it : but as he cannot 

name 
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tiime hirtifetf, he fekfts another, fro'm wJiaih he 
eirpeSs the fame Return. How (hould k com^ 
info their mind to beilo# oft a ft ranger what they 
timed at themfelvcs ; to faife fo high the chief of 
$i finlple mbriaftei'y, theiigh tliey had every J^roof 
of his hoUnefs and faith ? How fliould they think 
of placing over them as a mafter> the man whom 
they had b€tti tifed to CionKnaiid ? No : it was 6od 
iRfho placed yo\i hi ^heii^ ballots A^rthOut their de- 
figtt. What muft hiiv€ bee* their furprife, and 
Ihat of alt the #6rtdy when they beheld an Abbe 
rieQed, vlrbilef fhei?e were fo many Cardinals who 
might pretend to the papacy ! *^ 

As William Gtiirtoard w^s ii^ Italyj the Cardi^ 
liab fent a^ couriei* to inform him of his elefifcion, 
atft* agreed th kedp it ibcret! till he had accepted it. 
He had been fetit to Napless with a compliment of 
fcoridolence to qufeerf Ja*e 611 the deatlh of King 
Lewis, and to v^atch Ovier her cdnduft. fife wai 
^t Floi^rice whenf he hcfard of the Pope's death ; 
^d when he went (rom theilce' ViHani affures ui 
he faid, « If I beheld a Pope whb will re-eftabli(K 
the Holy See, and overthrow the tyrants, I fliould 
be content to die the day after." 1 he courier 
hliving overtafceff' him on his route, received his 
anfwer. He arrived himfelf at Avignon foon af- 
ter) and was enthroned the next day by the name 
of Urban V. which he preferred to all others^ be* 
caufe all who had boi*ne that name were diftin- 
guiflied for their piety. Petrarch fays, this choice 
proved the goodnefs of the Pope, and his defign to 
fhew kindnefs^^to all the world. At Ms corbnatibif 
he forbade the cavalcade that ufed to pafs tftrougU 
the city, though alt* ww rifedy for it accordii^ to 

VaL. IL M the 
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the cuftoiTi; becaufe It appeared to him vain-glori- 
ous. He was very learned in the canon law, had 
been employed by Innocent in feveral public n^o- 
ciations, and had acquired fo great a reputation for 
faith and piety that every one applauded this 
eledion. 

King John, who was at Villeneufe, made his 
entrance into Avignon, and dined with the new 
Pope. He took this occafion to make him four 
demands ; the tenths of the benefices for fix years; 
the difpofal of the four firft hats; the mediation 
of peace between the Holy See and Barnabas Vif- 
comti ; and the confent of the Pope for the mar- 
riage of his fon Philip with Jane queen of Naples. 
Urban with great (kill eluded all thefe demands. 
The King ftaid at Villeneufe to the end of De- 
cember. Nicholas Arcme, who was in his train, 
pronounced a difcourfe before the Pope and the 
Cardinals with great pathos, in which he draws a 
frightful pifture of the manners of the Roman 
court. This gave him the honour of a place 
among the witnefles for the truth againft the 
Popes. 

Petrarch was full of joy at this exaltation, 
knowing the great qualities of the Pope, and his 
defign to re-eftablifti the Holy See at Rome. He 
vas again folicited by Urban to accept the place of 
fecretary dill vacant, but he continued immove- 
able. While he was rejoicing in this public event, 
he was informed of a private one that grieved him 
exceedingly ; this was the death of Azon de Cor- 
rege, who had been for fome time in a langui(h- 
ing ftate, but the (Irength of his conftitution had 

. ftruggkd 
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ftruggled through every diforder, till the pUgue 
put an end to his life. He left a widow of the 
houie of Gonzagua, and two children^ Gilbert and 
Lewis de G>rrege, who had been brought up by 
Modeo that generous young man at Parmai They 
all wrote to Petrarch to acquaint him with their 
lofs) and to feek fome confolation in his friendfhip. 
The children faid in their letter, ** We look upon 
you at prefent as our Father and our mafter." 
** I accept, replied Petrarch, the firft with ple^- 
fure, though I merit not fuch children as you are ; 
but I reje3 the fecoqd, which does not become 
me. Ever fince you came into the world I have 
adopted you for my children, and revered you a$ 
my mafters. I have not changed my fentiments, 
and I (hall feel all my life for you as I have done 
for yo,ur father. 1 exhort and conjure you with 
tears in my eyes, to live in fuch a manner that 
the world may be able to iay, that your father has 
left children worthy of him, and that inftead of 
one friend and one mafter that I have lofl, I may 
gain in you two friends and two mafters refem- 
Wing him. This will be eafy for you to accom- 
plifti, if you are obedient to the counfels of your 
refpeftable mother, and fubmiflive to her orders.". 

In his letter to Modeo, Petrarch fpeaks thus 
of Azon'sfriendlhip for him; " He loved no one 
as he did me, and faid I was the only perfon who 
had never given him any caufe of complaint^ ei- 
ther by my words or anions : that he had fome* 
times little domeftic uneafinefles, even with his 
wife, that pious and amiable woman, and with his 
children, though gentle and obedient ; but that his 
affeQion increafed every day for me, and he in- 
terefted himfelf tenderly in all my concerns." 

«« All 
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'* All who would obtain an^ thing oF hiat^ 
difclofed theif errand, by fird faking kindiy of 
me. I found in him the affifttnce of a maiSter, 
the advice of a fathei:, f he fubmiffiont of a fosi, and 
the tendiernefd of a. brother. I paflfed with, him t 
great pcM't of nf^ ttfe^ efseiy thing was common be* 
tween us, good> or bad fortune, the pfeafures of 
town or country : his glorioBS labours, his hzppy 
leifare-, nothing wa* excepted : when we joamey*- 
ed together he would ei^fe his life for miner. 
Ahs t why did he not take me with him in the loft 
journey he* will ever mAke ?** 

These letters were tranfcribed fpom a mano^ 
fcript, in the Medicis library. The widow of 
Azon* wrot^ alfb, but her letters are loft. She 
Was a lady of the greateft merit. Soon aft^r the 
death of her huftand, her brother Hugolin de^ 
Cronzagua, a man of great genius, and poffeSed 
of a mod graceful perfon, was aflailinated by his 
brothers, wfio- were jealous of the authority bb 
fether had left him in at Mantua- ** Petrarch 
faysi I did not dare to touch upon this ftrii^ in 
my letter, the poor woman is af&ided enoughial* 
rcady.'^ 

' The plague having gained Florence, Boccace 
went to Naples, where he was invited'by Nicho* 
fas Acciajoli \ but not enduring any dependence, 
be ftaycd but a fhort time with the grand Senechal 
at Amalphi, where hfe lived like t fovereign 
Prince. He came to Venice to hie friend: PetFardb^ 
who was rejoiced to fee faimy and ihewed. him 
every mark of friendfliip^ 
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' BocdAcs brought wuh him a man of a verjr 
lingular charader; he was a <jr€ek of Thefla;- 
lonica, called Leonce Pilate ; he gives us this def- 
-driptibn of him. He had a very ugly £ace, and a 
terrifying countenance ; he had a long beard, an^ 
ftiff black hair, whjch he fcarce ever combed. 
Plunged in continuiU meditatioa, he negle&ed all 
the rules of fociety, was rude and clowniih, 
without the leaft civility, or good manners. But 
to make up for thefe defeds, he was perfe&inthe 
Greek tongue, and his head was full of the Gre- 
cian hiflory, and Mythology: he had but a fa- 
perficial knowledge of the Latin ; but, perfuaded 
it was honourable to claim a foreign original, he 
called htmfelf a Greek in Italy, and an Italian in 
Gi^eece. Boccace met with him in 1 360, going 
from Venice to Avignon : be took him to his 
houfe at Florence, and procured him a profeflbf- 
(hip for the Greek language in that univerfity. 
Leonce explained the poems of Homer there for 
two years ; and gave leiTons upon them in private 
to Boccace. This Greek was not unknown to 
Petrarch ; Boccace had often fpoken of him, and 
joined with him in a letter to Petrarch in the cha- 
raSer of Homer; complaining that his works 
were very little known in Italy, and his name had 
hardly reached the Alps ; and that even in his own 
country they had loft a great part of them. He..^ 
then fpeaks of the ingratitude of his imitators, 
-above all Virgil, who has not fo much as named 
him, though ornamented with his fpoijs ; that his 
name, revered in former times by lawyers and 
phyficians, is at prefent the fport of the public : 
that Leonce Pilate has dragged him to Florence, 
where he is as it were exiled, having only three 
friends : he concludes by befeeching Petrarch to 

take 
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take him under bis prote^ioDj and Ihelter hiio 
from the infults of the vulgar. 

Petrarch begins his anfwer with this ad- 
drefs : 

" Petrarch, little man, to the Prince of 
the Greek Mufe :" and then proceeds to anfwer 
his complai^its. ** As to the lofs of your books, 
this is the fate of all human things : and who (hall 
complain hereafter tn the fame (ituation, fince the 
fun of eloquence has fuffered an eclipfe ? As to 
your imitators, always fure of the firft place, you 
ought to be pleafed with thofe who try to equal 
you, and fall (b (hort ; for my own pait» I wt& 
for fome who furpafs me ; as to Vti^l, ht had the 
fnoft generous of fouls, and, if we believe Horace, 
was incapable of ingratitude. He has fpoken of 
Theocritus in his Bucolics, and of Heliod in his 
Georgics, whom he copied : how came he then 
not to fpeak of you in his'^neid ? It was becaufe 
he deftined to you the moft honourable place, and 
would conclude his poem with your eulogy. 
Death prevented him, of that alone you can 
complain." 

"Do you forget the anfwer he made to thofe 
^ho accufed him of pillaging your verfes ? " He 
mud be {Irong indeed who can take the club from 
Hercules." You feel the fait of this reply. As 
to the contempt in which you have been held by 
fome : there are perfons whom it is an honour to 
dipleafe ; it happens to you as to the fun ; weak- 
eyed people and the birds of night cannot fupport 
its luftre : all who have pofTeffed a ray of genius 

have 
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have regarded you not only as a philofopher, but 
as the firft and moft fublinie of philofophers.'' 

** You are not to wonder you have met with 
three friends only in Florence, a city Immerfed iii 
trade ; but I am afioniibed you (hould call it an 
exile to be brought out of Greece into Italy. Con* 
fider however you will find a fourth, and we may 
add a fifth friend there, who have received the 
laurel crown : as the world goes, five friends in 
one city is fomething to boaft of. Look among 
the other cities, you find one at Bologna, tHe 
mother of fcience, two at Verona, and one at 
Mantua, if he has not quitted your colours to fol« 
low thofe of Ptolemy. Poroufe produced but one 
lover of fcience, and he abandoned Parnaffus, the 
Appennine and the Alps, to run about Spain. At 
Rome I know of none at prefent, but I knew ma- 
ny there and elfewhere formerly, who cxift no 
longer upon earth. But are not perfons of this 
charader rare even in your country ? The friend 
who exiled you to Florence, is perhaps the only 
Greek attached to you ; you had another who was 
triy preceptor, Borlaam the famous Greek, wha 
died foon after I had obtained him a biftopric. 
You a(k my protedion, and feek a refuge in my 
houfe ; but what can I do for you when I cannot 
, defend myfelf ? If you were perfecuteJ through 
envy in the learned city of Athens, what can we 
hope for from thefe cities plunged in ignorance and 
voluptuoufnefe ? Though I do not merit a gueft 
like you, I am feeking your acquaintance with ar- 
dour ; and if the ThefTalian perfeQs his inftrui9i- 
ons, I fhall foon complete the friendfhip wjiich I 
have fo long defired. I have prepared ]^ou a 

habitattott 
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babitatlpn in my inmoft heart, nothing can equil 
the love and efteem I have fgr you." 

• Petrarcii and Eocx^ce paflfed the fvunmtr 
togethier io the moft delighfful ini^nner. Beniit'^ 
fendi. Chancellor of Venice, paroe frequteiHly t7 
yifit them in the evening when he had BfM^ftd 
his public affairs, i^nd took fhei^ upoo the waiter 
in his gondola ; he was a man pf Jett^fs, an eicccl" 
lent companion, and a (incer^ frifend find admirer 
of Petrarch. There were fonje other perfons of 
genius who joined this little reined fociety ; Do«» 
nat de Albanzani and Peter de Muglp ; the format 
"was a grammarian, born in the mountains pf the 
Appennine, a man of very ai)i\iablp difpofitionp 91)4 
agreeable converfation : be was poor, fays 3oc<« 
cace, but full of honour, and pne of my beft 
friends. The latter w^s a c^lebrat^d rhetorician ; 
he was formerly a profeflbr at Padua, and called 
himfelf the fcbolar of Petrarch ; in his pld age hfl 
went to Bologna, and h<Ld for his pupil the fainou^ 
Coluccio Salutati. 

The affairs of Bpcctce required his return to 
Florence; and wh^n he beard the plague. was left 
violent he left Vepice. Petrarch, who loved him 
^ffe£lionately, feared the air was not yet purified, 
^nd w^§ extremely grieved ^t his departure. Boq- 
cace would hay^e tak^n with him l^eonce Pilate^ 
but he wanted to return to his country, and waited 
fpr a (hip to fet fail for Conftantinople. Petrarch 
wifhed to detain hirp fomewhat longer, but ho 
embarked foon after. Petrarch adds to the pjc- 
ture Boccace gave of him> that he was four, ar- 
roeant, and fometimes qrazy ; and fo filthy as to 
diiguft evvy one, and very inconfiderate and rude 

in 
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in his expreflioDSj of which he gives us an exam- 
ple. One day when they were together at a fo- 
Icran ieafty where they fung high mafs according 
to the Roman ritual» with all the accuftomed ce* 
Temonies : ** I cannot fupport, faid the Greek, the 
ncmfenfe of thefe Latins." Petrarch was extreme- 
ly offended and alarmed with his want of delicacy 
in this folemn (ituation. *^ If the people had 
heard thefe words, fays he, they would have 
ftoned the unfortunate Greek ; though I wifhed 
more inftrudion from him, I was not forry for his 
departure. I feared I might catch his four melan«- 
choly humour ; it is a difeafe of the foul as conta*^ 
gioos as the diforder of the body." Petrarch treat* 
id him however with great kindnefs, and as he 
perc^ved he read the comedies of Terence with 
pleafure, he gave him a copy of them to amufc 
him upon his voyage ; though I cannot imagine^ 
fays he, how the mod gloomy of the Greeks cart 
fclifli the moft lively of the Africans* 

In the year 1363, a prieft, whom Petrarch 
had charged with a letter for Letius, called on his 
return from Rome^ and with a mournful filence 
put Petrarch's letter into his hand without fpeak- 
ing a word. Petrarch,' perceiving his own cha- 
racters and feal, cried out hailily, what does this 
mean ? Why is this letter flill fealted up ? What 
is Lclius about, where is he ? The prieft kept hia 
eyes fixed on the ground, and made no reply. 
Petrarch too well comprehended his meaning, and 
gave himfelf up to grief. He had lived thirty 
years in the greateft friendihip with LeUus. Thia 
fc>fs was followed almoft immediately by that of 
Simonides, who died at Naples of the plague. 
The perfon who had clofed Ms eyes brought ths 
M 5 : newa 
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news to Petrarch. He fought m the bofom of his 
friend Boccace a <:onfoIation under thefe diftreflfes^ 
and befecches him to come to Venice. ** You 
are dearer to me than ever^ you are almoft the 
only friend left me ; I know not what is become 
of Barbatus, death ravages the country he inha- 
bits; comply with my requeft; you know my 
houfe is in a good air ; Benintendi will pafs his 
evenings with us, and our Donat who has quitted 
the mountains of Tufcany for the banks of the 
Adriatic. An abfolute folitude is contrary to hu«* 
manity ; but to a philofopher and a man of letters 
two or three friends are fufGcient, becaufe at the 
worft he can be fatisfied with his own company. 
}f you wi(h to vary your fituation> we will go and 
fpend fome tin^e at Triefte, or Capo de Iftria^ 
where they tell me the air is good. Let us join 
together in reviewing the works of Simonides^ and 
fitting them for pofterity ; this is what I hoped 
from you and from him. " A few days after 
this he received the news that Barbate was dead " 
of the plague ; the perfon from whom he received 
this account had paflfed his life with him» and be- 
fought Petrarch to write his ele^ : Petrarch re- 
plied to his letter as follows ; 

*' I OUGHT to do what you defire ; Barbate 
well deferves it ; the fun never ftione upon a kinder 
and more elevated foul. Letters were bis food^ 
and he fled from pomp and pleafure; he was 
neither proud nor envious : he had great know- 
ledge, and a memory to retain it ; a lively genius 
and a flowing ftyte. He preferred me to all the 
world, but fate feparated us ever fince the death 
of that incomparable Prince, who united us : we 
have liyed at a diflance from each other, fo that I 

am 



B. VL PETRARCH- 251 

am ignorant of hts manner of life, what pafled in 
his houfe, what he did for the republic ? or his 
writings fince that time. You who have pafTed 
your life with him, can do nothing more honour- 
able for your country, or yourfelf, than to make 
his works known : never was there a better citi- 
zen. I do not except ©vid, whofe manners were 
not anfwerable to his genius. Barbate had more 
underftanding than Ovid, and his manners were 
irreproachable. The letters I have written to him 
are a proof of the fingular efteem in which I held 
him/' 

The place of apoftolic fecretary being dill va- 
cant, Francis Bruni wrote to Petrarch that he wa» 
known to the Pope, who had often fhewn him fa- 
vour, and that he begged he would write a letter 
of recommendation for him to his holinefs. Pe- 
trarch replied, that it would be impertinent in a 
man like him to recommend one known and be- 
loved by the Pope ; he wrote however to Avig- 
non, and it was no doubt owing to the charaQer 
he gave of hrm, that this office was conferred 
upon Bruni. When Petrarch was informed of it, 
he gave him fome admirable advice on his condu6t 
in this important place ; and fpeaking of the Ro- 
man pontiff, he fays : 

*' There is not a greater or more refpeSable 
charaSer ; his peer is not in the world ; but he 
ought in his very elevated ftalion to be more hum- 
ble and meek than he was before. He ought not 
to forget that he holds on earth the place of him; 
who fays, * Learn of me, for 1 am meek and 
lowly of heart*' Does it then fuit the vicar of 

a hunabkt 
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a humble lord tp bei prpud and arrogant in 
fpirit?" 

F£TRAKCHj writing to Boccace, at this time 
fpeaks of thc^ Italian jugglerS| who were poet3 
and muficians joined ; they wept to the palaces of 
Princes, or the caftl^s of gr«at Lords, to fing their 
praifes : their (pngs were fooietimes fatincal oa 
various fubje^ ; and they accompanied them with 
the harp or fome other inflrument. ^^ They are 
a fet of people, fays Petrarch, who have little 
genius, great memories, and ftill greater impu-» 
dence. Having nothing of their own, they cover 
themfelvesi with the fpoi^s of others, and declaim 
"vith enfiphafe the verfes they have learned by. 
heart : they hereby conciliate the favour oi the 
great, who give tbena money, eloaths, and forae- 
ti^nes conflderabte prefents. They feek thefe 
means of living among^ authorsji whofe verfes 
they obtain by prayers a^^ money, when the ne- 
ceflities of the. author, or his covetoulhefs, will 
part with them on thefe conditions, I have often 
bee» troubled with their iinportunitiesi ; «butj) 
Olenced by my ref^fals, (hey come rarely to aie 
^t prefent : now and (hetn, touched by the mifery 
o( the petitioner, 1 give him a produ^iou to pro- 
cure him food. Some who have gone from n^ 
naked and pennylefs, have returned fome time af- 
ler drelTed in f],[k, their purie well filled, to give 
9>e thanks for having relieved their diftrefs. I 
aft;ed one of them, why be always came to noe* 
yihy he did not go to others, to Boccace for in- 
ftance ; h^ Ttf\k^i, he had often, and without 
i^cefs. As I was fgrprifed that a maa fo prodi-^ 
gal 0i his weahh ihould be fo avaricious of hi9 
poife^ryx tibey told me he had burnt all his verfes in 

the • 
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mixic TcS IOC, k k jtsbl irrjoc tr imtosir ysa, 
bsTC doDt ilmr Die I evec pixxsoL t-dl^ i^ua 
ftioold be ib imppjtsi vak is nit imK lat. vuiuft 
there xxx be too ntadk fmumps.i£m Jt JtAuuuf 
the icoand or tiurd pboe, Moai farfanking vii hd- 
patiesce the iupchantj cf tvo «r th« leii&^v* 



The firft rak m letters had bees gireia to 
Dame, the fecoad to PetnrA, tod the ihird to 
Bo ccacc ^ Petrxrcfa f ro ce ti$ m bis letter to com- 
ment epos the ipv)raooe of his age: 

'^ Age oUcure and iogiorioiis I fayshe. Thou 
defpiieft uoiquity, thy mothers the inventrefs of 
all the arts) thou dareft to compare thy felt to 
her, and even arn^te the preference. 1 fpeak 
not of the people in generalt whofe opinion u al- 
ways to be defpifed ; or of the military, who thiok 
their art in its perfedion when it is in the decline^ 
and who go to combat drefled out as for a we4- 
din^, more occupied to pleafe their mtflrefC» thitm 
terrify their enemiea ; their ignofitntt p^ *he:f e>« 
cufe : I pafs over in filesce alfo ih^Jk t^vp wf^ 
make royalty coniift is pA6 a*^ fvfy^ V >^f- 
tre and the diadem^ wl^ tktj a^ |^^m^ ly 
their own oaAMs; Y'^h^^ V«««/<^ ^^*^ . /"> 
how then ibouM IJm^ vnh^^^^^*^ ««^ /<^ ^f *** ; 
But whail taaf m»^ vp i^M*^ ^M)^ , /'V ,vv 
g*»'>Uy (/i tljif iiMip^ 4^i^ . ^/^^ v/'A'--^ /^^. 
and AriOuir, miU 41 i«#v<i' v^ i/^^^^ m^ ) 
thagorai, d^ifc <^s^ U^ 0^ ^ .«.>,. 

on 
vulgar } 
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lofopher of this kind, v^ho went beyond all I have 
faid, and had the horrid prefumption to blafpheme 
againft Jefus Chrift, and the do3rine of his Gof* 
pel. I was talking with him in my library^ and I 
happened to quote fome paflages from the facred 
books : he replied, his brows bent with difplea* 
fure, * Keep to yourfelf your dodors of the 
church, I know very well who ought to be fol- 
lowed.* * You fpeak, faid I, with the authority 
of the apoftle Paul ; I wifli you thought as he did.' 
^ Your St. Paul, he replied, is a fool, and a 
fower of words,* * It is true, faid I, that the 
feed he has fown has had great fuccefs, cultivated 
by his fucceffors ; and watered with the blood of 
the martyrs, it has produced an abundant harveft/ 
With an air of conxpaflion and a contemptuous 
grin he replied, ^ Be a good Chriftian as long as 
you pleafe ; for my part, I believe nothing abNout 
it ; your Paul, your Auguftine, and all the others 
you boaft of, were only idle babblers : oh ! if you 
could read Averroes, you would fee how fuperior 
he is to them all I' I own that this blafphemy put 
xne into fuch a paflion, it was with difficulty I 
could contain; Go, faid I to him, hold elfewhere 
fuch.difcourfes as thefe; and taking him by the 
cloak, I put him out of my houfe with more 
roughnefs than fuited my character. There are a 
multitude of fuch people as thefe, whofe info^ 
lence and ignorance nothing can fupprefs, neither 
the refpeft due to Jefus^ Chrift, nor the fear of 
inquifitors, prifons, or faggots, nothing can make 
any imprefTion upon them. Thefe are the people, 
my dear friend, with whom we live, and who 
take upon them the office of our judges : not con- 
tent with having loft the works of the antients, 
they infult their manes j eager after novelties they 

attach 
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attach tbemfeWes to new guides, fpread abroad 
new dodrinesyanddefpireall that are antient. We 
cannot hope for better judges in pofterity : licenti- 
ou&efsincreafes every day, and the number of its 
philofophers ; the fchools, market-places, and 
ftreets are full of them." 

Soon after writing this letter, Petrarch went 
and paifed the autumn at Pavia ; Galeas Vifcomti 
had built there the fined palace in the world. At 
Eafter he went always to Padua, to difcharge at 
that holy time the Qffice of his canonOiip. Tht 
Florentines who afked him to refide in his own ci- 
ty, applied to the Pope to grant him a canonfhip 
there : the Pope had fomething better in view for 
him ; but the rumour of his death being fpread 
over France, the Pope difpofed of that, and the 
benefices of Petrarch, many of which the latter 
unknown to him had given away to his friends ; 
this caufed a great diflurbance in the Roman court. 
This fiilfe report had fpread to Italy, and they 
wept for him at Milan, and even at Padua, which 
is fb near Venice, " that had I been d«d, fays 
he, they might have heard my laft figh there.** 
Be had a fort of complaint which was very troo- 
Ue&me, and occafiooed fo ^eat an itching, that 
he was osable to write or employ himfelf in his 
»fiial affim: thu was the only ground of the re- 

fif i->^5V ^eee^e went to Avigwm on fomc 
*H«<! ^fhfr: iMf wrote to PcfRifch giving an ac- 
W^* of -iM ^newb wfjfwri he faw af Avi^on and 
k^r.^;J^M',r,^r(^a^ now maHeP.tri- 

l^Ii^Zv^^ '^' ^""^ '^^^ ''^"^ Boccace, 
^ '^•^^"^•m'n/fv; htf ran to embrace him 

in 
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in the prefeticd df the Pope and the Cardinait^ 
ftiking with impatience for news of his dear Pe- 
trarch. 

Petrarch, fome months after this, fent hiii 
Treatife on Solitude to Philip de Cabaflble, which 
he had long promifed, but could not before get 
copied. This Prelate wrote to Petrarch to thank 
him for his book ; he aflured him the Pope and the 
cardinal Gui de Boulogne were defirous of it; 
that the Archbi(hop of Embrun, and the Bifliop 
of LiA)on had read it with great {deafure ; " M 
to myfelf, adds he, I delight in it fo much diat I 
make them read it to me at my repafts." 

** You have the eyes of a lynx, replied Pe- 
trarch, but your friendihip forme has blinded yoa; 
it is always equally ardent. You will caufe me at 
length to efteem my own works ; for why flioutd 
I fuppofe that fo many great men are deceived in 
their judgments ? Truly you will infpire me with 
confidence and emtilation I " 

Don AT, the friend of Petrarch at Venice, came 
one morning to inform him of the tra^cal death 
of Leonce Pilate. When he was got to Greece 
he wrote to Petrarch a letter as long and as dirty as 
his hair and his beard, in which be praifed Italy to 
the (kies, faid every ill thing he could devife of 
Greece, and curfed Byzantia; he concluded by 
defiring from Petrarch a letter -of recommendation 
to the Emperor of Conftantinople, by whom he 
affured him be was as welt thought of as by the 
Emperor of Rome. Petrarch made ho anfwer to 
this letter. The Greek, who fighed after Italy 
and wanted to be recarlkd thereby Petrarch, wrote 

feveral 



B.VL PETHARCH. as? 

fef^efvl times to icimowladge his cnxw in wruimvng 
to Gneecc, aod to dcfire hia tt> panka k^ faot 
Pctrardiy v^lio looew hk natarsi xncoB&aicj of htk^ 
mouTy lod believed him too old to alzer, j^csd 
with Boccaoe tt> give him ao xnfver. ^ Tlv 
Gred^ Uid be, wb^ vvmld have heen vieM m 
our ftiidics, if be vere sot a iaxagc beifi, ihaQ 
neyer be recalled by sie. It is hot jufl thai a aua 
who though io wakrj tnmpitd noder ian ihe cifi- 
lights ok Italy, flioidd drag out a aaiibrabk iittr at 
Byzantium : let him go, if he will vidb Jbit £i'siiy 
beard, his ngg^ doak aod his farBti£b mMxaitih, 
aod keep the Ubyrioth of Cuetc, vhere 1 knfuu he 
pafled'fevcnd years. 

NoTwiTHSTABSDiKG Petrarch^s cocticocd 
filence, LecMKe eonbarkcd for Venice, io the firft 
fliip he could oneet with ; perfoaded that Petrarch 
and Boccace would behold him again with pleafurej 
or at lead that they would not (hut their doors 
againft him. Having fafely pafled the Bofphorus, 
the Propontius, the Hellefpont, the Egean and 
Ionic feas ; he was entered happily into the Adria- 
tic, when there arofe on a fudden a dreadful ftorm: 
while every one was eonployed in the neceflary bu« 
finefs of the ihip, the terrified Greek had bound 
himfclf to a maft; when a fla(b of lightning fet-^ 
ting fire to the cords of the fail*, he wa* c/>nf»ifm<l 
in a moment. The people in the fliip pi^tft fei/H 
with terror, but no one periihed^ eiic«pf iAottt^.. 
The (hapelefs and half-roafled bndy o( thifi mikt^ 
bic Greek was thrown into the fea, iind (Ui^fntf^H 
by the fifli of Itsly, iniUad ^ th« m^tm (ft 
Greece, to whom Petrarch had d^AiM ft iU 
was touched however with thii «nM^ nt^A^^uM 
to Boccace to impart it to bin ** 'i hi# mUff. 
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tunate, faid he, is gone out of this world as 
mournfully as he came into It. I believe he never 
experienced one ferene day. His phyfiognomy 
feenied to announce his cataftrophe ; I cannot di- 
vine how any fparks of poetic fire could ever pene- 
trate into a foul enveloped with fuch thick dark- 
nefs. His cloaths and his books are not loft ; I 
will have them fought, for perhaps there may be 
an Euripides, and a Sophocles, and fome other 
books he promifed me." Petrarch was ever aflidu- 
ous in his fearch after the beft Greek authors. He 
begged Boccace to fend him the tranflation of Ho- 
mer made by Leonce. It was written out fair by 
the hand of Boccace, who had worked at it with 
the Greek. The manufcript comprehended the 
whole Iliad, and a part of the Odyfley. Leonce 
had not finiftied the laft. Petrarch had fighed for 
this Latin Homer many years. *' The Greek and 
Latin authors, fays he, which were in my library 
received him with tranfports of joy.*' 

In February, 1366, there was great rejoicing 
in the houfe of Petrarch at Venice ; Frances his 
daughter was brought to bed of a fon, to whom 
Donat flood godfather, and to whom they gave 
the name of Francis. She had a daughter before 
this, born in 1363. 

Every letter Petrarch received from Avignon, 
above all from Philip de Cabaffole, whofe opinion 
weighed with him more than all the reft, was filled 
with the praifes of Urban. The church refounded 
with his fame ; nothing was talked of but his wit, 
his eloquence, his piety, his love of juftice, his 
zeal for order, his bounty to the good, and his 
averfion to the wicked. He began his pontificate 

with 
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with the wifeft regulations. He fent back the 
courtly prelates : and reprefled the greedinefs of 
the Ecclefiaftics ; obliging moft of them to be con- 
tent with one benefice. He extended his care alfo 
to the reformation of luxury in the habits of the 
monks and clergy. The black monks had taken 
it into their heads to place upon their cowls, high 
crooked bonnets, which they called horns. He 
forbade them to wear thefe bonnets, and the offi- 
cers of his palace had orders to take them off by 
force, if they appeared there in them. Petrarch 
highly approved thefe regulations, and only wl(hed 
this great Pope would extend his reformation to 
the drefs of all the world, but principally in Italy. 
Who can behold, fays he, with patience the (hoes 
with pointed toes fo long that they will reach the 
knee, head-drelTes with wings to them, the hair 
put into a tail ; the foreheads of the men furrowed 
with the heads of thofe ivory needles, with which 
the women faften their hair, and their ftomachs 
fqueezed in by machines of iron, &c. 

One of the beft reforms of Urban, was the 
fuppreffion of Afylums. A man guilty of the 
greateft crimes, had only to take refuge in the 
court of a Cardinal's palace, and he could not be 
purfued by juftice. The Cardinal de Taillerand, 
who knew the charaSers of men, forefaw this 
would be a great pontiff. For; a little time after 
his exaltation, he faid to fome one who afked him 
his opinion of Urban; we have now indeed a 
Pope. Petrarch could not hear thefe things with- 
out fhedding tears of joy, aod was tempted to 
write to this great man. After fome hefitation he 
wa« encouraged to do it. The chief of his letter 
18 an ardent recjueft, that after fo many excellent 

works 
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works he ^11 put the &u£bing iaand to all, by jie* 
tDoviDgthe Holy See to Rome; and he %caks 
With the utmoU freedoniy aod even prefim^itioo 
on the (ubjeds be was led to examine by the hope 
of this great event. 

The anfwer of Urban was agreeable to the ben 
nevolence of his cbaraftcr- *' I received your 
letter, fays he, with pleafiiref and read it with at<* 
tention : I find many things in it worthy of praife« 
for the beauty of the thoughts, and the elegance 
of the ftyle« I admii^ your eloquence, your wif* 
dom, and your zeal for the public good. I (hall 
be charmed to fee you, and to have it in my power 
^ give, you ibme tokens of my favour." 

Urban, who was more verfed in the canon 
law than in hiftory and the belies lettres, defired 
Francis Bruni to make fome comment upon Pe- 
trarch's letter, that he might underftand it with 
more eafe. Every body at Avignon was aftonifhed 
with this requeft. Soon after he received this 
tetter, the Pope, whofe inclination was in perfed 
accord with it, declared his refolution to depart 
for Rome the Eafter of the following year, and 
ordered the apoftolical palace to be repaired, which 
had been long negleded, and that they (hould 
prepare lodgings for him at Viterbe, where he 
would ftop. The King of France, who found it 
advantageous to have the Pope in his neighbour- 
hood, fent Nicholas Oreme, who made a very flat 
oration in full confiftory. The Pope replied to it 
with gravity, and in few words, and (hewed the 
imprefTion it had made by haftening the prepara>» 
tions for his departure. 

In 
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' In I $661 Petrsrch wcat to pafe die hot months 
tt Pftvia« The court of Gakas Vifcomti was in 
i^ midft of joy: and fisftiritj at the baptifm of a 
4skxs^tei, whocn Ifidodlai of Prance lay in of in 
May. Petrarch fioQnd Gakas himfetf in a pitiable 
Hate with lite gdM^ whic& tormented him more 
than ever: hehaditiia^hifi^feet^ hands, and Ihoul- 
isr$y the other paircs of his body were without 
motion^ aiidlMiner^es£Er(hrimkthat he cputdnoc 
held himfelf upright. The pains he fofFered were 
Ib^ terribly (harp and favere, that his friends could 
not behold him wkfaout teairsF: his courage and 
paftience aflbniihed ail the world. It was indeed 
wonderful to befaoM a man of hisrank, .ftill young, 
of a delicatie conftitution, brought up in foftnefa 
and pleafure,^ deprvvedof alt hisrrMnbs>. and (bffer-^ 
ling fuch agonies^ without the leaft complaint. He 
looked upon his drfEempered body with as tranquil 
and iercne an air as if it had. been the body of anO" 
tiier man* He fent to Florence for Thomas de 
Garbo, the great eft: phyfician air this time in Italy : 
Thomas joined to a great knowledge in his profcf- 
fioB a very extenfi ve pra^iice : he told Petrarch he 
had never feen fo ftrong and fo healthy a conilitu« 
tfion as his in his life. 

Th» aoth of July 1^66, Petrarch awaking at 
midnight^ as was his cuftom^ to fay matins^ re- 
colleded that juft at that tinne he entered into his 
fixty-third year, which is looked upon as the moft 
critical period of hiiman life. ** I was bom, fays 
lie to Boccace,. at Arezzo in 11304,. on Monday 
the aoth. of J^y at the break of day. Many) 
princes^ philofaphers,. and faints have died at this 
period': obferve what happens to me, and judge 
ftiom m¥ fitted' . 

. At 
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At the end of Oaober 1366, Petrarch tt» 
ceived a vifit from Etienne Colonna the younger^ 
the only remaining branch of that illuftrious 
family. He came from Frante^ and was going to 
Rome^ to wait the arrival of the Pope* After 
many hours of converfation^ not havii^met for 
fuch a number of years, Etienne in hafte to de«» 
party alked Petrarch it he (hould carry no meflage 
from him to the Pope. Petrarch replied, '* After 
prefenting my humble duty to the Holy Father, 
relate to him the following hiftory, which is taken, 
from Seneca. Alexander having acquired the name 
of great by his viSories in Afia, the Corinthians 
fent ambafTadors to him 10 offer him the freedom, 
of their city, a thing ridiculous in itfelf, but which 
they had never done to any but Hercules. This 
determined Alexander not to defpife the prefent 
they made him. There are things mean in them- 
felves, which obtain value from their rarity. This 
example authorifes me to offer my heart to the 
Pope ; though I am only a worm of the earth be- 
fore him, it may be acceptable perhaps, becaule 
of all the Popes of this age, to him alone I have 
offered it. If he afks why fuch wife, ^loqu^nt and 
generous men as have been among them, and whofe 
kindnefs I have experienced, have never obtained 
this from me ; you may anfwer, becaufe accord- 
ing to my judgment he is the only one of them 
who has done his duty." 

The twenty- fifth of Ofltober this year, Ni- 
cholas Acciajoli, the great friend and patron of 
Petrarch, died at Naples. His biographer relates,- 
that St. Bridget coming to that city lodged with 
dame Jaquette, fifter of the grand Senechal, and 
that (he faid to her one day, " Your brother will 

die 
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die ihortly.'' The fifter diftrefled at this prediaion, 
went to feek her brother, and found him with the 
Qyeen in good health, but he died a few days af- 
ter of an abfcefs in his head. His body was car« 
ried by his order to that magnificent monaftery of 
the Carthufians he had built near Florence, and 
to which he had fent a great number of precious 
manufcripts, intending to eftabli(h a library and 
finifti his days in that delightful fpot. 

In the beginning of the year 1367, Petrarch 
underwent a domeftic chagrin, which (as it re* 
yarded a perfon of great confequence to the repub* 
lie of letters after the death of Petrarch, and mod 
writers of that perfon's life have miftaken many 
circumftances in it) Ihall be inferted here from Pe- 
trarch's letters ; 1 fpeak of John Melphigi, known 
of fome by the name of John of Ravenna. His 
father, though he had neither birth nor fortune, 
fent him when very young to ftudy at Venice ; he 
was fo fortunate as to have Donat de Prato for his 
mafter, who conceived a particular friendfhip for 
him. Petrarch took him into his houfe in 1 364. 
He defcribes him thus to Boccace : 

** A YEAR after you went from me, I took to 
live with me a young man of good chara^er ; he 
has a lively and penetrating genius, and an extra- 
ordinary memory. He learned my twelve Eclo- 
gues by heart in eleven days, and recited them 
without h«ntation. Notwithdanding this ilrength 
of memory, he has fire and imagination, qualities 
rarely united. If he lives, I hope he will be 
fometbing great. He hates and flies from money, 
as much as others love and defire it ; it is to no 
purpofe to offer it, he will hardly receive the necef- 

Jaries 
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tmies of life. As to the khre of i^etiremettfy fkH^ 
ings, and wfljtchfngs, hegoesfarbeyoadrti^. Shan 
1 own it } By tlnife cfifi[H>ritiofi8 lie has tniitAiiCed 
himfelf into my heart tofueh a( degfte, thtrt I lovt 
Wm as if he was my own fo»^ irm) et«n more ; 
for my fon woakl be ma(tef, aeeording to tlie 
fafhion of the i^ ; »k) this yovmg mm' b nR 
obedience^ more occupied with pileafing me thttli 
himfelf. He ads from feeling*^ and not from iti^ 
tereft : he feems to defire nothing but to improve 
by my afliftance. My ^miliar ep^iilks wei'e m the 
ntmoft difof der ; four of my friends had under- 
taken to arrange tbem^ but were fooh tired of file 
employment : he aecomplt(hed this ta(k : there 
are three hundred and fifty, including this I am 
writing : you (hall have them written by his hatid*, 
which is clear and diflind, and not like that of 
moft writers. He has a talent for poetry, and if 
he cultivates it, he will fucceed admirably. The 
timidity of his youth gives him an air of embat'* 
raflment, and his eitpreffion is not eafy, but his 
fentiments are fublime and delicate. Be k>ves t6 
imitate at prefent, which is agreeable to his age ; 
in time he will ceafe to copy, arid from the ftyleS 
of others form one of his own that (hall excel 
them." 

Mblphigi feemed to be formed cxpr^fsly fof 
Petrarch : he took him with him every where in 
all his journeys and amufements ; and to attac^h 
him Aill more, he caufed him to tdce upon hirti 
the ecclefiaftical ftate. The Bi(hop' of Ravenna^ 
who conferred it on him, commanded him to love 
and honour Petrarch, never to leave him, and td 
look upon the happinefs of falling into his handU 
as a particular favour of Providence. Petrartfb 

procured 
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procured for him the certain reverfion of a bene- 
fice, which fliould enable him to buy books cloaths, 
and all he wanted, without recourfe to any one, 
and intended to do much more for him. 

This young man, amiable as he was, and the 
delight of Petrarch, went into his fludy, and told 
him plainly, he could not (lay any longer with 
him, and that he defigned to go away immediately. 
Petrarch, aftonifiied beyond meafure, dropped his 
pen, and looking attentively at him, and perceiv- 
ing in his countenance the diforder of his foul, he 
aiked him what all this meant, and whether he 
had any caufe of complaint again (l him, his friends^ 
or his fervants: John declared he had not; and 
added with tears, that he well knew he fliouId ne- 
ver be fituated fo happily and honourably as with 
him. 

*' If this is the cafe, unhappy young man, faid 
Petrarch, if nothing is wanting, nothing difpleafes 
you with me, why would you leave me ? Where 
do you propofe to go ? " John, with a voice inter- 
rupted by tears, replied, " I only leave you be- 
caufe I can write no longer." ** How then ? Do 
your hands tremble ? does your eye-fight fail you ?" 
*' Neither one nor the other ; but 1 have taken 
fuch a difgufl: to writing, that I cannot bring my- 
felf to take up the pen agaiiK" ** I told you fo, 
replied Petrarch, you wrote too much. It is ex- 
cefs that produces di(guft> Leave off writing, re- 
pofe yourfelf, and you will find that your taftc for 
it will return." '< No, replied John with a me- 
\ancholy air, I ihall never more write for you or 
any ^ne." « So much the better, do not write ; 
I did hot take you for my fecretary, but my fon. 

Vol.il N ' Yott 
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You (hall read, you (hall chat with me, you (hall 
accompany me every where, and be the ornament 
of my little houfe.** — *' I inhabit a houfe where I 
do nothing ? Eat bread I have not earned ? I have 
too much heart for that. Your arguments are 
vain : let me go freely, or I (hall depart without 
your permiffi^n/* 

Petrarchj hurt by this anfwer, replied to 
him with fome (harpnefe, " Wretched young 
man 1 And do you then think fo poorly of your- 
fclf, that you cannot be ufeful to me unlefs you 
write ? You have deceived me : I had conceived 
a better opinion of your underftanding. But what 
will our friend Donat fay, who gave us to each 
cither ?" ** He may fay what he will ; what have 
I to do with Donat ?" ** Ungrateful as you are, 
is it thus you refpefl: your mafter, and the father 
of your foul ? When he (hall fee you without mc, 
he will a(k you where you have left your father ; 
he will believe either that I am dead, or that your 
head is turned." Petrarch then recalled to his 
remembrance the exhortations of the Bifhop, and 
tried to convince, him of his comfortable fituation. 
** It is all in vain, faidjohn, nothing can move 
my refc^ution." Spying this, he went out imme- 
diately, and dircded his (kps to the port ; but he 
could not get ofF,'b€caufe the city of Padua is 
fur rounded with double walb and two rivers. He 
came back very melancholy : Petrarch begged he 
would acquaint him with the true caufe of his de- 
parture, proraifing to let him go, and to give hirti. 
money for his journey, and letters of recomraicn* 
dation. He always protefted that he had no other 
reafon for leaving him than that he nam^d. " For 
my own part, fays Petrarch, I think he nnwift have 

been 
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been tempted by fame other profpeS, or that he 
is turned fool. His eyes wander^ and are difFer- 
cnt from whit they were. When he walks 
through the city, the people point at him, and 
fay, * Do ydu fee that young man? Learning 
has turned his headi* I arti juft now informed, it 
is his defign to go to Naples ; who knows ? per- 
haps from the cinders of Virgil of Mantua may 
rife up a new Virgil of Ravenna. He has been 
fpoiled with praife r to give him enoulation, wc 
have fed him with pride. This will be a leffon 
hereafter to pralfe none but perfons of approved 
virtue, and not to depend on perfons of his age." 

Petrarch hatoned to put this yt)ung man 
again into the hands of Donat, hoping he might 
cure him of this folly. He appeared better at firft, 
but it foon retarded. There was nothing fixed or 
regular in his defigt)S>: fometimes he would go to 
Naples, to fee the tomb of VirgH ; fometimes in- 
to Calabria to feek the bower of Ennius ; in fine 
to Conftantinople and Greece to learn the Greek 
tongdS; Petrarch in vain feprefented to him, that 
he did not perfedly underil^and Latin ^ that tbc 
voyage was full of peril ; that he had no money, 
and that he would find nothihg but faln9 at 
Athen?, and ignoriaace.fn Greedo* When h« wa^ 
thus oppofed, he berrt his brows, talked in a con^ 
fikfcd manner, and changed his intention* Every 
moment his body appeared to be imitated by many 
(intending fouls, 'fhe concliifion of all wtfs> he 
went away one day, faying he would go and Tee 
th^ weftern Babylon, 

In croffing the Apperihiri^ to go to iPlfii he fuf- 

fiired much from violent raine. Whon he found 
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on his road any one who knew Petrarch, he told 
them he went to Avignon by his order. Several 
pitied him, and blamed Petrarch for fending fo 
young a man without experience or a companion 
on fo long a journey. When he came to Pifa he 
waited fome time for a (hip ; there was none ; he 
was tired of waiting, and repafled the Appennine 
amidft a thoufand dangers. As he crofled the 
Taro he was near being drowned, but a perfon 
who faw him finking, drew him out of the water 
by his feet almoft dead with famine, fatigue and 
mifery. When he came back to Pavia ; he had 
the air of thofe (hadows that glided round ^neas 
on the banks of the Styx. Petrarch fays on this 
occafion, " I no longer confide in this young man ; 
I expeO: every moment he will leave me again* 
He will find a little provifion I have made hxtrip 
and the door open. I (hall not even attempt to 
retain him. I know what I ought to think ; but 
you know me, and that there is nothing that I do 
not pardon and forget; no enemy whoever he be, 
that I cannot love, if I find in him repentance and 
(hame ; this foftnefs of nature may fometimes be 
.dangerous, but rt will never make me blufli.*' 

John, as Petrarch forefaw, did not remam 
<one year in peace ; the rage of journeying came 
upon him again ; he determined to go to Calabria^ 
and Petrarch gave him a letter of recommendatioo 
for Hugues de St. Severin, whom he knew at 
Naples, and who held a diftinguiihed rank in that 
province. 

'* I RECOMMEND this young man to yon, 
faid he ; he has genius and an excellent ilifptffi- 
tion : feized with the madnefs of running about. 

the* 
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the world, he is determined upon travelling for 
improvement. I cannot blame him for this choice, 
though I am very forry for his departure." Pe- 
trarch gave him alfo a letter for Bruni the Apof- 
tolic Secretary, as he was to pafs through Rome^ 
who took him to his houfe ; on which Petrarch 
felicitates him ; ** You are now, fays he, after 
many tempefts got into a fine port ; if you cannot 
bve with this amiable man,, I know not with 
whom you can live. Learn to fix, and remember 
the proverb, * the rolling ftone gathers no mofs.* 
Learn to live with men ; you will find fome every 
where. You muft live with them or with beafts. 
You can neither fuflFer folitude nor the world ; 
this is a great diforder of the foul, which virtue 
alone can cure.'* 

These anecdotes concerning Matphigi have 
been dwelt on, as he was one of the moft learned 
men of this century, and contributed very much 
to the eftaaliftiment of letters. He went to teach 
at Padua after the death of Petrarch ; he had 
there for his difciple Sicco Polontin, who gives 
him the greateft praife. ** He was, fays he, the 
wifeft, moft eloquent, and the beft matter in Italy 
both for fcience and morals'* Gollucio Salutati 
fpeaks of him in the fame manner. The republic 
of Florence invited him to be a profeflbr in that 
city in 1397 ; he paffed the reft of his life there, 
and had for his difciples the Ttioft learned men of 
the fifteenth century, the Aretins, Pogges, &c. 
What he did for the Latin tongue, Emanuel 
Chryfoloras did for the Greek in that city, and 
this is the true period of the revival of letters, to 
which it muft be owned Petrarch greatly contri- 
buted. 
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buted> if we only cpoiider his fomuiig the genius 
of Malphig'u 

In 1367, Urban removed to Rome: moft of 
the Cardinals were chagrined to k^ve the fiae pa- 
laces they had built at Avi^on. Five of them 
. would not hilaw him, but remained at Avignon. 
The Pope went in a Venetian galley, and was ef- 
corted by a fleet which the queen of Naples, the 
Venetians, the Genoefe, and Pifans had fent to 
carry over the Roman Court. When they had 
weighed anchor, the Cardinals who remained at 
Avignon, raifed horrid cries, and overwhelmed 
the Pope with injuries. Vile Pope, faid they, im- 
pious Father, whither are you leading your cUldr- 
ren ? One would have fuppofed, fays Petrarch, be 
was leading them to Memphis among the Sara- 
cens ; the Pope defpifed thefe impotent aflaults, 
and had a rapid courfe. He flopped fome days at 
Genoa, and arrived in June at Viterbo, where he 
received the homage of all the Italian princes ; and 
the ambafiadors of Rome brought him the keys of 
the city, and of the caftle of St. Ange. There 
was a coipmotion among the people at Viterbo, 
cauied by a quarrel of the inhabitants, with the 
fervants of fome of the Cardinals ; but the fedition 
was foon appeafed, and the authors of tt hui^ 
up. 

Petrarch was delighted with this event, and 
wrote a long letter to the Pope, which chiefly tends 
to prove the fupcriorUy of Italy to France : in it 
is the following remark on the French. '^ As to 
what regards tl^ focial charafiter ; I own that the 
French have ^l gay and chearful temper, and are 
cafy in their manners and converfation ; they play 

gcneroiifly. 
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ge^roufly, they fing agreeably, they entertain 
freely, they are in (hort amiable guefis ; but we 
snuft not feek among them for folid manners or 
true morality.'* 

Another of his remarks on the preceding 
Popes is fiQgular. ** I rife always at midnight to 
fing the praifes of God ; the filence of the night is 
beft fuited to this employment. It is the part of 
my life when I am mod myfelf, and moil delight- 
fully employed. It is a cuftom I have obferved,^ 
which has never been interrupted but by ficknefs„ 
and which I (hall ever adhere to. In the office fot 
Lent there is a prayer for the Pope, which is to be 
repeated three times: I declare to you, that for- 
merly when I cime to that part I coixld fcarcely 
forbear fmiling, though I had more reafon to 
weep and groan. What, faid I, (hall I pray more 
frequently for a man who keeps the church in ex- 
ile, and who leaves the chair of St. Peter emply^ 
than for my relations and benefafiors ? However I 
-ccMitinued to pray, but it was not heartily. What 
a diderence do I feel at prefent, fmce the friend of 
God has rejoiced the triumphing church by his re- 
turn I When I pronounce his name, I bow three 
times profoundly. I fay thofe three prayers with 
a louder atid more di(lin£t voice ; and I feem even 
10 wifli for them before tkey come." 

Galeas Vifcomti fent for Petrarch in 1368, 
to defire him to "negociate a peace with the Pope, 
who was in great difpleafure at the condu6t of 
Barnabas, and in alliance with many of the great 
lords he determined to exterminate the Vifcomtis. 
He alfo fent for him to be prefent ^t the marri^e 
of his daugbtfir Violant^j ^bicli waf foon to be 
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celebrated at Milan. This lord chofe Lionel, 
duke of Clarence^ fecond Ibn' to Edward king of 
England for her hufband. Her dowry was two 
hundred thoufand florins^ and feveral places in 
Piedmont. 

This young Prince crofled France, followed 
by all the Englifh nobility, who were eager to at- 
tend a marriage where the charms of Italy and the 
magnificence of the V.ifcomtis led them to expeS: 
fo many pleafures. The Duke was well received 
at Paris; the Dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
walked before him, and he was lodged in the 
Louvre. His (lay in that city was one continued 
fcene of joy and feafting. The King loaded him 
with prefents : he paffed from thence to Cham- 
berri, where the count Amedie, uncle to Vioiante 
treated him kindly, and conduced him to Milan. 
He made his entry there in May, at the Pavian 
gate. Galeas went out to meet him with a fuperb 
train. Blanche of Savoy his wife, Ifabella of 
France, wife to the Count of Vertus, his fori, ap- 
peared at the head of fourfcore chofen ladies, all 
drefled with the greateft magnificence in the fame 
kind of habit. After them came John Galeas, 
Count of Vertus, followed by thirty cavaliers, and 
thirty equerries in a uniform, mounted upon fine 
palfreys for the tournaments. The marriage was 
celebrated in the portico of the temple of St. 
Mary Majeur, in the fight of a vaft multitude, 
Galeas gave a fplendid feafl: in the court of his 
palace. Petrarch was feated at the firft table, 
where except himfelf there were none but princes 
and lords of the firft rank : this was a mark of 
diftinSion, which at once ferved to (hew the 
friend(hip of Galeas^ and that he knew what was 

due 
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due to geniusy knowledge, and To great a charac-* 
ter as Petrarch fupported through the world. 

John Frotssard> known by his hiftory and 
poems, came to Milan in the train of the Duke of 
Clarence. He had been in England, and had paid 
his court there to Philippa of Hainault, wife of 
king Edward III. He was at this time about 
thirty, and feized this favourable opportunity of 
vifiting Italy. It does not appear that he was 
known to Petrarch : he was not then arrived at 
that fame he afterwards procured ; fo that having 
no rank in the republic of letters, and being hid 
as it were in the bufile of this agitated court, it is 
not wonderful that Petrarch fhould have no know- 
ledge of him ; but it feems furprifing he fhould 
not feek a union with Petrarch, who paffed for 
the greateft genius of his age, fo defirous as he 
was of feeing and knowing all great chara3ers : 
but he tells us himfelf, he was at that time ab-- 
ibrbed in pleafure and in love^ 

In the midft of ihefe rejoicings, Petrarch was "^ 
informed of an event which grieved him extreme- 
ly, the death of his little grandfond ** This child, . 
fays he, refembledmc infaftriking a manner, that 
he might have been taken for my own inhis ren- 
dered him dearer to his parents, and to Galeas 
de Vifcomti my lord, who bore the death of his own 
child with calmnefs, but (hed .many tears for the 
lofs of mine. For my owa part, I could have 
wept abundantly, but I fupprefled a grief that did 
not become my age. I had ereSed to his memory 
at Pavia a Utile maufoleum of marble, on which 
I had engraved in golden charaSers twelve elegia^9 
verfes j in thefe were mentioned his age, two 
N 5 years 
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years and four months, and the tender forrow of 
his parents." 

At this time Petrarch had the following ktter 
from Boccace : 

" My dear mafter ! I fct out from Certaldo 
to come to you at Venice ; but continual rains and 
the badnefs of the roads prevented my purfuing my 
journey while you were there : but as foon as the 
weather cleared up, I was defirous of feeing tw» 
perfons dear to you, your Tullia and her huibafid, 
the only friends of yours I was not acquainted 
with ; I met by accident upon the road Francis 
de Broffano, your fon-in-law ; he has doubtlefs 
told you how it rejoiced me. After the general 
compliments, and feme queftions concerning you, 
my attention was fixed upon his fine figure, his 
tranquil countenance, and the fweetnefs ef his 
manners and converfation. I admired your choice. 
But how fliould I not admire every thing you 
do?" 

** When I can^e to Venice, I did not accept 
the offer of your houfe. I will tell you the truth ; 
I would not lodge with Tullia in the abfence of 
her hufb^nd. I doubt not you will do judice t^ 
my manner of thinking in this as in other refpefts : 
but others do not know me as wcit as you do. 
My age, my grey hairs, my fat, which render 
me of no confequepce, ought to filence even fuf- 
picion. But I know the world : they often fee 
evil where there is none, and find traces of its 
footfteps where it has never been : on theminu- 
teft trifle yqp know a falfe rumour is often raifed^ 
which has as much effed; ^s truth itfelf." 

" After 
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** After I bid recovered my fatigue, I went 
to fee your Tullia : when (he beard me named, 
ihe came with eagernefs toward me, and with a 
modeft blufti^ and her eyes caft upon the ground, 
paid me the politeft reverence ; after whtch, (he 
embraced me Nvith filial tendcrnefs : I felt imme- 
diately that (he was only fulfilling your wi(he8, 
and felicitated myfelf in being fo dfear to you. Af- 
ter the converfation that is prochiced on a firft ac- 
quaintance, we went and feated ourfelves in your 
garden with fome friends who were with us. She 
then offered me your houfe, your books, and all 
that belonged to you ; which (he preflkd me to ac« 
cept of, with as much eagernefs as the delicacy 
of her charader would permit. While (he was 
making thefc offers, your beloved little girl walked 
into the garden with a (lep of dignity far beyond 
her age : (he looked at me with a fweet (miling 
face, though (he knew me not. I took her into 
ray arms, quite overwheltned with joy : I thought 
I faw my own grandaughter whom I have loft, 
only (he was fomething older ai^d taller, and had 
chefnut inftead of flaxen hair. Alas I how many 
involuntary tears, which I hid as much as po(fi- 
ble, did the words, gefiures, little queftions, and 
gay appearance of your dear child cofl me on the 
refleaion!" 

^< I SHOULD never end, was I to tell you how 
many inftinces offTiend(hipyourfon-in-law (hewed 
me on his return ; the vifits he made me wheii 
he could not prevail upon me to refide with him, 
the repafts he gave with a politenefs and libera- 
lity like yourfelf. I m\l only mention one in»- 
ilance of his kbdncfs. He knew that I y^^ 

foor, I have never difguifed it ; when he foww 

« me 
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me juft ready to leave Venice, which was late in 
the evening, he drew me afidq, and finding be 
could not make me accept the marks of liberality 
he offered, he (Iretched out his gigantic arm to 
flip money into my hand, and bidding me adieu, 
ran away, leaving me confufed at his generofity, 
and diflrefTed by the obliging violence with which 
he enforced it. Heaven grant I may be able to 
make him fome return I '' 

BoccACE concludes this letter, written in the 
eafy and familiar manner of his Decameron, with 
a thoufand expreffions of friendfhip and veneration 
for his mafler. 

The war in Italy was at this time carried on 
with warmth on all fides. Petrarch could not 
therefore return to Venice by land, but he engaged 
the mafier ofavefTel for a great fum, to embark 
with him on the Po. All the great lords were his 
friends, fo that he had nothing to apprehend from 
their foldiers. The Banditti, who infefted the 
highways, were his only terror. His friends how- 
ever dreaded his embarkation, and his fervants and 
the rowers trembled at every veflTel ihey beheld 
approach them. Petrarch alone felt no uneadnefs, 
and in reality he received the greateft civilities 
from all ]\t met with. Every one faid, none but 
Petrarch could have paflTed without accident in 
fuch a conjunflure ; every other vefTel would 
have be^n pillaged, but they loaded his with game, 
fruits, and all kinds of provifions, and flopped him 
on his route only to fhew him every mark of re- 
fpeS. His modefly made him attribute the fuc- 
cefs of his navigation to the infignificance of hts 
condition, and to his known love of peace^ *' which 

is. 
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is, fays he, ftampcd upon my face.'' When he 
came to Padua, Francis de Carrare went out to 
meet him, but the rain and the approach of even- 
ing obliging him to return, he left fome of bis 
people with orders to accompany Petrarch to his 
houfe, where he fent him provifions for his fupper, 
and after fupper went to him and fpent the greateft 
part of the night in converfation with him. 

When Petrarch returned home, he was in- 
formed by fome letters from Rome, particu- 
larly one from Francis Bruni, that the Pope 
defired very much to fee him there. Petrarch 
replied, he hoped foon to have that fatisfa&i- 
on ; but the feafon, and a diforder in his leg, 
which he had hurt, prevented it[at prefent. Bruni 
in bis letter informed him he had adopted and 
joined CoUucio Salutati in his office of Apoilolic 
Secretary with himfelf, and that GJlucioearneflly 
dedred to be acquainted with Petrarch* He had 
devoted himfelf to eloquence, letters, and poetry, 
and (ludied facred and profane hiftory under the 
mofl learned men of his age : he loved men of let- 
ters, and attached himfelf in a iingular manner to 
Petrarch during the remainder of his life, and ex- 
prefTed every fentiment of Zealand affection for his 
memory after his death ; and though they never 
met, Petrarch cherifhed his affection with paternal 
love and attention. His anfwer to the firft letter 
of Salutati, is as follows : 

"Old age, which renders others talkative, 
impofes filence upon me. In my youth I wrote 
many, and very long letters : at prefent 1 write 
very (hort ones; and thcfe only to particular 
friends. With refped to you, whom I have ne- 
ver feen j whom 1 know a little, but love very 

fliucb f 
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much ; I fhall write only a line, in anfwer to your 
ffmiable letter." 

" Your ftyle pleafcs me ; and I am flattered 
by your kind opinion. I know I am unworthy of 
your praifes^ and the homage you pay me : but it 
turns to your glory ; for how highly muft yon love 
virtue, who run after, its very (hadowJ If de- 
ceived by fame you treat me with fuch generofity, 
who can boaft only an empty name ; what would 
you not do for the man in whom you ihould be- 
hold a real and folid virtue I " 

In the letter of Salutati not Inferted, there is a 
great eulogy on the Pope, and an account of many 
noble a6lions done by him fince he came to Rome. 
In Odober 1368, the Emperor came to the cafUc 
of St. Ange, and waited ther^ for the Pope ; as 
foon as he faw him he difmounted from his own 
horfe, and taking the reins of that the Pope was 
upon, led the holy father to the church of 8t. Pe- 
ter. Salutati fpeaks of this condefcenfion of the 
Emperor, in the following lines to Boccace : 

" The Roman prelates who followed the Pope, 
were charmed with the honour done him by the 
Emperor. The people ran in crowds, tranfported 
to fee this union of the two greateft monarchs upon 
earth. The lovers of peace could hardly fatisfy 
themfelves with a fight which excited fuch pious 
emotions: but thofe who interpret every thing 
wrong* attributed to the pufillanimity of the Em- 
peror, and a feigned humility, his fubmiffion to 
the Pope. The enemies of the church either 
turned this affair into ridicule, or openly condemned 
it. For my own part, I wa$ btoxicaied with joy 

to 
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to behold what our fathers had never feen, and 
which we dared not even to hope; the pontificate 
in union with the empire, the fieih obedient to 
the fpirit, and the monarchy of the world fub* 
miflive to the monarchy of heaven I " 

The Ejnperor performed alfo the office of dea<« 
con at the mafs, where, Elizabeth his fourth wife 
was crowned, the day of All Saints. He made a 
ftiameful peace with the Vifcomtis, and in every 
a£^ion expreSed the covetous mind for which he 
was famed ; after which he went out of Italy 
weighed down with gold, leaving m exchange for 
it, a great number of parchments, and the fub* 
iime and imperial dignity proftituted. His con* 
dud was fuch that Petrarch renewed not his con- 
nexion with him on this vifit to Italy. The Pope's 
entering Rome, followed by two thouiand foldiers, 
was alfo difapproved by Petrarch ; and though he 
thought highly of his condufl on the whole, he 
fpeaks with his ufual freedom of this a&ion. 

« It does not, fays he, become the Roman 
Pontiff to enter into Rome at the head of an army: 
his dignity, his fandity is a (Ironger defence thad 
fwords and ftavcs. The arms of priefts are pray- 
ers, tears, fafts, virtue, and fobriety of manners : 
the crofs of Jefus Chrift is tbo only ilandard they 
fhould fet up; it is dreaded by devils and rc- 
'verenced by men : and inftead of drums and trum- 
pets they fhould make the air refound with the 
fong of Hallelujah 1" 

The Pope at this time conferred the hat on 
Philip deCabaffple, the friend of Pctraixb. «' Ur- 

bM# 
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ban, fays he, is the only one who knew his merit ; 
I rejoiced at firft, but afterwards I pitied my friend, 
and faid, what has he done to the Pope that he 
fliould bind him with a. chain of gold, when he 
has moft need of liberty and repofe ? '^ The Pope 
was fond of Philip ; he had left him governor of. 
Avignon, and ordered him to fee the walls of that 
city completed, and that if any Cardinals oppofed^. 
he fliould order their houfes to be pulled down. . 

In the month of May, 1^369, the Cardinal de 
Cabaflble went to Montefiafcone to the Pope, who 
was gone there to pafs the fummer. In a conver- 
fation they had together, much was faid about 
Petrarch : Urban exprefled a great defire to fee 
him> and begged the Cardinal to join his endea-* 
vours to bring him to Rome. The Cardinal wrote 
him a very prefling letter^ which Petrarch was 
4hus obliged to anfwer : 

" Your letter found me in a languifliing ftate ; 
I have had my fever forty days, and it has weak-^ 
ened me to that degree that I am obliged to be 
carried to my church, though it joins my houfe. 
I feel that I fliall never be well again : I am quite 
worn out. The Holy Father does me more honour 
than I merit. I owe it all to you. Return him a 
thoufand thanks in your name and in mine." 

The Pope thinking this was an excufe, wrote 
himfelf to Petrarch. " It is long, fays he, I have 
defired to fee a perfon endowed with all the vir- 
tues, ornamented with all the fciences : you can- 
not be ignorant of this, and yet you do not come. 
You make your health your apology ; come as 
foon as you can without danger or inconvenience. 

You 



B. VI. PETRARCH. 281 

Yqu will find me always «iger to behold you, and 
to procure you that repofe of foul after which you 
have long fighed." 

" Holy Father, replied Petrarch, is itpofli- 
ble I fhould not ardently defire to behold the man, 
whom God has raifed to the church to draw it out 
of the infamous dungeon it was fixed in ? I fhould 
not think myfelf a chriftian, if I did not love (but 
what do I fay) if I did not adore, the PontiflF who 
has rendered fo great a fervice to the church and to 
myfelf. If the Po joined the fea of Tufcany, as 
it does the Adriatic, I would embark immediately ; 
the calm motion of its waters would agree with 
my weaknefs, and you would fee me fail into your 
port, feated in the midft of my books. The phy- 
ficians fay the fpring will re-eftabli(h my health ; 
in this hope I am feeking out horfes for my jour- 
ney. I know that Cato the cenfor had but one 
horfe and three fervants ; but our depraved man- 
ners will not allow that fimple train : we cannot 
take a ftep now without being furrounded with 
horfes and grooms : I refift as much as poffible the 
torrent of fo.^rverfe a cuftom ; two horfes fufBce 
me when I am at home; but on a journey lam 
obliged to have many more for ufe, and to avoid 
murmurs. I am more known than I would be, and 
muft fometimes bend a little to the cuftoms of a 
luxurious age. I fhall avail myfeU of the firft 
gleam of health to obey your orders : but I am 
perfuaded when you fhall fee at your feet a weak 
old man, ufelefs to all but himfelf, and who only 
fighs after leifure and repofe, you will quickly 
fend him back' again to his humble dwelling. My 
friends write me word you wifh to ferve me; I 
doubt not your good will. You have promifed to 

procur^ 
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procure me repofe of foul ; I can receive nothing 
from you I fliould efteem fo great a treafure : I 
fliould prefer it to the wealth of Croefus.*' 

" Riches take peace from the foul : but rare- 
ly^ if ever^ beftowr it. I would not fet a foot 
out of my houfe to gain an empire : I neither de- 
fire nor wi(h for any thing beyond what I have. 
Love, duty, piety, and gratitude, thefe are the 
only fprings which can put me in motion. I aik 
your benedidion and favour \ and if to that you 
can add repofe, you will fill up the wiihes of a 
poor old naan." 

Petrarch paflfed all the winter in preparing 
for this voyage; and made hit will, in which were 
the following difpofitions : 

-He fofbids any one to weep for his deaths 
^^ becaufe, fays be, tears benefit not the dead, and 
they may injure the living.'* He a&s their pray- 
ers only, and that alms ftiould be given to the poor 
to pray for him. " As to what regards my bu'- 
rial, adds he, let them do as they will ; it is of 
little confcquence to me where they place my bo- 
dy." He makes after this fome pious legacies in 
favour of the religious orders, according to the 
cuftom of that age ; and he founds an anniverfary 
in the church of Padua, which is celebrated every 
year to this day on the 9th of July. 

He bequeaths to the lord of Padua his piQiire 
of the Virgin, painted by Giotto, " which ignc- 
rant people, fays he, difcem not the beauty of; 
but which mailers in the art cannot behold with- 
out admiration," 

To 
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' To Donat the grammarHnafter at Venice, be 
^ves all the money he had lent him. 

He bequeaths the horfes he may have at his 
death to two of the citizens of Padua he was ac- 
quainted with> and that they fbould draw lots for 
them. To one of them, called Lombard de Serico, 
he owns the debt of one hundred and thirty-four 
gold ducats, advanced for the expence of his houfe, 
which he charged himfelf with on a particular oc- 
cafion to the negled of his own a£Fairs. He be- 
queaths to him a goblet of filver gilt, which he 
made ufe of to drink water in, ** more agreeable 
to me, fays he, than wine." He bequeaths to 
John Abocheta, warden of his church, his great 
breviary that he gave a hundred francs for at Ve- 
nice, on condition that after his death this breviary 
ihould remain in the facrifly, for the ufe of the 
priefts belonging to that church. 

To John' Boccace five hundred florins of the 
gold of Florence, to buy him a winter habit for 
his evening (Indies. ^* I am afhamed, fays be, to 
leave io fmall a fum to fo great a man ; and he 
begs all his friends to impute to his forrv:ne alone 
the inlignificance of his gifts. To Thomas Bar- 
bofi, of Ferrara, he makes a prefent of his gold 
lute, for him to make uie of in Tinging the praifes 
of God. To John Dondt, phyfician of Padua, 
he gives fifty gold ducats for a ring to wear in re- 
membrance of him. 

He appoints Francis de Braflano, citizen of 
Milan, his heir, and defires him not only as his 
heir, but likewife as hU very dear fon, to divide in 
two parts, the money he (hould find, one for him- 
felf 
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felf and the other for the perfon he had afligned' 
him. It (hould feem by this, he would not meip- 
tion his daughter by name in a public will, as (he 
was not born in marriage. This daughter died 
in child- bed fixteea years after this, in the year 
1384. 

With refpefl to his little eftate at Vauclufe^ 
he gives it to the hofpital in that diocefe. 

If Francis de Braflano fhould happen to die 
before him, in his place he makes Lombard de 
Serico his heir, who knows his fentiments ; and as 
he has always found him faithful during his life,, 
he hopes he (hall find him fo after his death. This 
appears likewife to be a codicil in favour of his 
daughter. 

His lad bcqueft is to his brother Gerard a Car- 
thufian of Montrieu : he defires his heir to write 
to him immediately after his deceafe, to give him 
the option of a hundred florins of gold, payable 
at once, or by five or ten florins every year. 

A FEW days after he had made his will Petrarch 
fet out on his route. The pleafure with which 
he undertook this journey to Rome made him be- 
lieve he was in a condition to fupport it ; but he 
foon found he had prefumed too much upon his 
ftrength. When he got to Ferrara he fell down in 
a fit, in which he continued thirty hours without 
fenfe or motion, and it was fuppofed he was dead ; 
however they tried the mod violent remedies, in 
hopes thefe might recall his fenfes, " but I felt 
them no more (fays he fpeaking of this afterwards) 
than a ftatue of Polycctcs or Phidias.*' 

Nicholas 
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Nicholas fecond of Eft, fon of Obizzon, 
was then lord of Ferrara, and the friend and ad- 
mirer of Petrarch ; he was extremely touched 
with his fituation, had him brought to his houfe, 
and took the greateft care of him. The phyfici- 
ans as well as others thought he was dead, and the 
whole city was in grief. The news fpread to Pa- 
dua, Venice, Milan and Pavia : crowds came from 
all parts of Italy to his burial. Hugues de Eft, 
the brother of Nicholas, a young man of great 
merit, who had a ftngular tafte for the converfa- 
tion of Petrarch, fliewed him the moft tender at- 
tention and care during his whole itlnefs ; he went 
to fee him fcveral times in the day, fcnt every 
moment to inquire after him, and had every thing 
carried to him he thought might contribute to the 
re-eftablifliment of his health. Petrarch acknow- 
ledged he owed his furprifing recovery, from death 
itfelf as it were, to the bounty and afFeftion of 
thefe two Lords ; and expreffed the moft lively 
gratitude for their friendfliip. Hugues de Eft was 
iond of tournaments to diftradion. 

The si: tournaments were tiltings, or combats 
with lances; Equeftrian Games which prefented 
an image of war, and helped to form warriors, 
and keep up among them military ardor. There 
were fome traces of them in France in the ninth 
and tenth centuries, mentioned in te chronicle of 
Taus, and flrangers called them the combats of the 
French. 

These warlike exercifes paffed from France to 
Germany and England; and the authors of the 
Byzantian hiftory agree that the people of theEaft 

learned 
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learned thefc games from the Fretich. Whatever 
precautions were however ufed in thcfe games, 
and though edged and pointed weapons were for- 
bidden ; they were always dangerous, and feme* 
times they proved mortal ; which induced feveral 
Popes, and fome councils to prohibit them : and 
this was probably the reafon why they were efta- 
bliflied in Italy later than elfewhere, from the re- 
fpeft paid to the ecclefiaftfcal authority. A Mila- 
nefe hiftorian fays, that Barnabas Vifcomti way 
the firft who ordered in that city, in the year 
1350, tiltings on high faddles, and tournaments 
according to the cu(b>m of France and Germany. 
After which, they foon became the fafhion in ail 
the courts of Italy. Hugues d'Eft was the lord in 
this country who diftinguiflied himfelf the moil in 
them, and acquired the higheft glory. As his life 
had been often endangered by this praftice, bis re- 
lations defired Petrarch to try if he could not mo- 
derate this paflion for glory, which he indulged 
beyond bounds. Petrarch wrote this young lord 
the following epiftle: 

" I LEARN with pleafure that you march ra- 
pidly on in the path of glory. It is difficult, and 
it is fhort. Far from (lopping, I would affift, I 
would accelerate you in fo noble a cai^eef. Go : 
let nothing detain you : confront, if neccflary, 
perils and death : fight for your honour, for your 
country, for your fafety ! It is for thefeyou ought 
to difplay your valour, and facrifice your life ; but 
it is a madnefs to expofe it in fuch ufelefs and dan- 
gerous games as^ the Equeftriaft; there is more ^ 
raflinefe in this, than true courage. Renounce^ 
thefe phantonxs o£ war, I conjure you. My age, 
rather than my judgment, authorifes me to fpeak 

to 



B.VI. PETRARCH 287 

to you in this manner : you will pardon my teme- 
rity, in confideration of my zeal. You have 
fliewn fufficiently of what you are capable in thefe 
exercifes ; it is time to flop : and it would be folly 
to purfue a courfe, where the peril you run is 
greater than the glory you can acquire. Leave 
thefe games to thofe men who can do nothing 
more, who know nothing better, and whofe life 
or whofe death are of no cpnfequence. Your 
welfare is precious to your brothers and your 
friends, and dear to the republic. A foul like 
yours ought to be occupied with more noble ob- 
jeQs. We no where read that Caefar or Scipio 
amufed thcmfelves with any games of this kind." 

HuGUES d'Eft died foon after receiving this 
letter, in Auguft 1370. Tournaments, though 
fo deftruSive to the nobility in France, were not 
put a ftop to till Henry II. was killed in one 
of them. 

When Petrarch was thus recovered by the 
hofpitality and afFeSionate care of the lords of 
Ferrara, he would have purfued his route, but the 
phyficians affured him he could not get to Rome 
alive. Their threats would not however have 
prevented his attempting it, if his ftrength had fe- 
conded his defires ; but he was unable to fit his 
horfe. They brought him back to Padua, laid 
down on a foft feat in a boat : his unhoped-for re- 
turn caufed as much furprife as joy in that city, 
where he was received by his lord and the citizens 
as a man come back again from the other world. 
To re-eftablifli his health he went into the coun- 
try, to a place called Arqua, a large villaige fitu- 
ated on the edge of- a hill, which (belters it from 

the 
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^^ 

the North, famous for its beautiful vines, and* the 

excellent wines they produce. An everlafting 
fpring reigns here, and there are little villas feat- 
tered in a mod agreeable manner over this delight- 
ful place. Petrarch built him a houfe at the top 
of the village, and he added to the vines of the 
country a great number of fruit trees. 

Petrarch had quitted Venice for Padua^ 
difgufted with that licentioufnefs of converfation 
which reigned univerfally there ; and the philofo- 
phy of Ariftotle fo disfigured by former commen- 
tators, and not much enlightened by Averroes, 
whofe difciples at Venice believed the world co- 
eternal with God, and made a joke of Mofes and 
his book of Genefis: ** Would the Architeft of 
the world, fay they, remain fo long doing nothing? 
Certainly no. Its youthful appearance is owing 
to its revolutions, and the changes it has undergone 
by its deluges and conflagrations." They had a 
great contempt for Chrift and his Apoftles, whom 
they treated as idiots ; the greateft fathers of the 
church as enthufiafts ; as well as thofe who did 
not bow the knee to Ariftotle and Averroes. They 
called the doSrines of Chriftianity fables, and hell 
and heaven the tales of an afs ; and finally, they 
believed that Providence took no care of any thing 
under the region of the moon. Four young Ve- 
netians of this fe€k liad attached themfelves to Pe- 
trarch, who loved them, but oppofed their opini- 
ons : tWs liberty aftoniftied them ; and in confe- 
quence of it, Petrarch was examined in a fort of 
juridlcial manner, and pronounced by thefe judges 
to be a good man without letters : upon which 
occafion Petrarch wrote a Treatife, entitled, His 
own ignorance and that of many others ; in which 

he 
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he ftys, " I care little for what they deny roc, if 
I really poISefs the good part they allow me to 
ckim.*' 

AvEkkOES v^as a Spaniard by birth, who lived 
in the twelfth century ; he was a judge, a phyfi* 
cian, a philofopher, and theologift: he knew 
ineither Greek nor Latin hiftory, nor antient phi- 
lofophy ; he lock the fentiments of Ariftotle from 
an Arabian tranflation ; and men of learning agree 
that the Arabian language is very ill calculated to 
exprefs the turns of the Greek, and the philofo- 
phical ideas of this work* 

PetraIich had himfelf formed the defign of 
confuting the dodrines of this book ; but he engaged 
father Lewis Marfili, an Auguftine monk of Flo- 
rence, to undertake it ; he was a man of great na- 
tural genius, to which was joined indefatigable 
ftudy. '* When your leifure will permit, I con- 
jure you, fays he, to write againfl: Averrocs, that , 
enraged animal, who barks with fo much fury 
againft Jefus Chrift and his Apoftles. I have 
neither time nor knowledge equal to fuch a work^ 
you have both: employ all your powers in it; 
Chrifl himfelf will affift the champion of his caufe ; 
it is impious for thofe to be fiient, who are fo 
able to face this enemy of true religion." 

There was great reafon for this pious zeal of 
Petrarch : thefe unfriendly doftrines to the peace 
and falvatton of men fpread fad ; infomuch that 
Leo X. two centuries after this, publiflied a bull, 
m which be forbade any, under grievous penal'** 
ties, to write or teach that the foul wtis noortal. 

Vol. IL O PjETRARCrt 
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Petrarch langui(hed all the fummerV John 
de Dondi his phyfician^ or rather his friend (for 
he would have no phyfician) wrote to him XhH 
he had difcovered the true caufe of his difeafe, and 
that it arofe from eatiog fruit, drinking wsiter, 
and from his frequent faftii^; he belbught hiiQ 
to alter his diet if he wtflied to live^ and to sb^ ^ 
ftain from all falted things, and raw fruits or 
herbs. <' If you will sot believe the phyficiaa$« 
£iy8 hci believe experiieocei and tefleS how mudi 
you have fuffered this year for not following their 
advice.'' Petrarch ea(ily renounced fijt^ fnyvU 
fion ; '^ but as to fruit, fays he, which all the 
phyficians look upon as they do hemlock and aco- 
nite, nature muft have been a very unnatural mo- 
ther to give us fuch agreeiable food of fuch delight** 
ful hiie and fragrance, only to feduce her childreo 
by prefeoting them with poifon covered over with 
hooey." 

}dh« de Dondi, who has been often men-* 
tioned as the friend of Petrarch, ^' had a geniiMf 
fays the latter, that would have raifed him to 
heaven, if phyfic had n(A tied him to the ea^nth" He 
was the greateflrphyficianinall Italy> 4ttaohed (o 
Gakas Vifcomti, who gave. Urn yearly two Xho\i^ 
fand florins. He was alfo a ftilfol aftronomer $ 
and the inventor of the famous clock placed on th^ 
tower of the palace at Padua, which was confi- 
dered ssthe wonder df ihe age : befides th^ ho|irs, 
itihewed the annual cptirfe.of the fuo aQCording 
to the twelve Agns of the zodiac, the oootion of the. 
planets, the phafes of the moon, the months, and 
even the holidays of the year. Philip de Mai^ 
ziere fays, ** It was a fphere all of hrafs ; and 
that notwithftanding the number of wheels. 
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whidi could |iot be rejckoned without pulling the 
iqAfUinent to pieces^ the whole of its motion was 
gpvjerned by one fingle : weight." John Vrotc « 
nCref^ife on the b^)^ of P^ua» and the caufe of 
the heat <if the waters at Albano ; and he men- 
tioBG in ,ft tba^ his father made fait without fun 
md without fire* by a fort of evaporation with 
3s)neMm.M^i9 ' be alfo wrote a Treatife on thlr 
fOann^ pi \mmg in .the tincie of the pbigue. He 
Joved the converlktioti and the works of Petrarch» 
find o^m^eAt t9 iCie.binfi: they had continual 
^ifpn^i^es abpyt phyfic^ and each remained at the 
end of them in his own. opinion. - Petrarch per- 
mitted hinn to vtfit him a3 a friend, but not as a 
phyficiiMK ** When a phyfician comes in, iayp 
bei I know wb$t he will fty> * Eat young chicken, 
%v4 dri^k wawn water." 

While Petrarch was thus ftruggling with hit 
diforder and his phydcian, he learned a piece of 
new^ not y^ry -Vkely to forward his cure. The 
Bope tpol^ it into nis head on a fu<Men to return 
to, AvigfiO];! ; that city, in concert:with the Qyeen 
of Naples, a9d the Kings of France and Arragoa, 
h^ fbnt bi^ yeffels to -convey him thither. Ur« 
ban gave tbis reafon for bis condu3 ; the neceffity 
of making pe^ce between the Kings of France 
^md ]^ngland : but no one doubted that the love of 
bis country^ |he difficulty of inuring himfelf to 
the <flim9te of. Rome* the uneafy and rebelliout 
dhtara^er of the Italians, and the importunate fo* 
}icitation of the Cardinals were the caufes of it» 
He was received at Avignon with the greateft de* 
monftrationsof joy. St. Bridget told him, ** K 
you go to Avignon, you will die foon after ; the 
holy Ylrgin has revealed thi^ to mc." This pre- 

O a m^ 
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tended revelation happened to be accompliihed; 
not long after his arrival there, he was fetzed with 
a mortiL difeafe, and died in public the 19th of 
December 137O9 having ordered the doors of his 
houfe to be fet open, that all the world miglit U 
anore impreffed by witnefling his death. " It 
joiufl have been a very touching and edify ii^ (ight^ 
ffays a writer of thM time, to behold a Pope ex^^' 
tended like a poor mati on i forry bed, with 'the 
habit of St. Bennet which he always- wore, his 
crucifix in his hand, (hewing fuch marks of piety^ 
penance, and perfeft refignation.'* In the coum 
of his pontificate, he received two fingiilar ho- 
nours, which might have difcompofed the moil 
philofophic head ; and yet he was always the mod 
Jiumble and modeft of men. The Emperor of the 
Weft performed the office of his equerry; and the 
Emperor of the Eaft abjured fchifm, and acknow- 
ledged him las Primate of the church. 

Petrarch was extremely grieved when he 
W2S inibrmed of the return bf^^this Pope ta Avig-^ ' 
non, and was preparing tbr write to hini bii the 
fubjed:, when he was informed of his death; He 
made this ihort prayer on the occafibn^ '^Lord, 
have mercy on this good Pope, alid pardoxl liis 
weaknefs: pafs over the faults of his youth, and 
this fault he has committed in his old age ; fmce^ 
confidering the corruption of th© -times, he miay 
be juftly called a good mdn.'^'^ Petrarch' <fpeiiks 
afterwards of his wild^om and fandicy, arid thilt h^ 
erred through ati excefs of kindnefs to thoi^ arduild 
him ; and he adds, that he was famous for the 
xniracles he performed. 
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When this news came to Bologna, to Cardi- 
nal Anglic his brother, who was legate there', it 
fpread over that city a general grief. They re- 
folvcd to celebrate a folemn fervice witha magnifi- 
cence beyond example, for a Pope who had be- 
llowed fuch fervices on their city : all the princes 
and jieighbouring lords were invited to it, and the 
ambaffaders of the principal cities; they reckoned 
up eight hundred noble perfons, all drefl in black : 
the (hops were (hut up for eight days. Among the* 
princes there was Francis de Corrare, who took. 
Petrarch along with him : his health was more 
eftabliihed ; he found feveral friends who were 
delighted to fee him fo much better, and whoi 
fliewed him every mark of diftinQlon.. 

Cardinal Anglic was adored at Bologna, andi 
through all Italy; there was no lord more beloved, 
or who governed with greater, wifdom and pru* 
dence; his temper, was perfedly amiable. He- 
was recalled to Avtignon by his brother's fucceflbr^ 
and died in 1 388. One of his executors was Au*- 
dibert de Sade, the fon of Laura, for whom he- 
bad alway& bad a great affejftion. 

The Cardinals chofe Peter Roger, the nephew- 
of Clement VI. to fill up the place of Urban ; he 
took the name of Gregory XL he had great vir- 
tues and great modefty. Soon after his exaltation^ 
be wrote to Petrarch, whom he had long knowa 
and loved, in the mod polite and flattering man- 
ner : in which he exprefled a great defire to fee 
him and do him fome fervice. In Petrarch's an- 
fwer to Cardinal Bruni, he fays, ** I will receive 
SO benefice with the charge of fouls, howeven 

greati 
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great the revenue : tbe charge of mj own b fuf- 
ficient for me. As to the reft, kt the Holy Father 
do as he pleafes, I (ball: be always hh fervant^ pfcM 
krs indeed, but faithful and rubmiflxve. His genie^ 
roiity niay infpire me with gratitude^ but it wiU 
never augment my zeal and roy attachment. If 
he beftow any office on me, it will be a very fiiort 
depofit, for I feel myfelf as a fliadow vaniihii^ 
away. If it wilt enable me to expiate my finsj 
the fooner the better. I pray God my purgatory 
may be compleated in this world.'' 

In a letter to the Cardinal de Cabaflble, h< 
fays : 

"I HAD projeSed to vifit the Pope in the 
(pring ; my defign was to go by water as far is I 
could, and the reft of the way in fti6rt jdbrhies by 
land ; but there has been no fphng this year : t 
burning fummer has all at once fucceeded a vnff 
cold winter. Notwithftdnding this> I hid picked 
up my goods, when I was attacked in May with a 
iriolent fever, which has difappointed my projeS^i. 
I have been very ill, the phyftciails believed me 
dead, they faid I ftiould not live the night over, 
and the next day they found nfie cured. This has 
happened to me ten times in the laft ten years?' 
When thefe Violent returns of the fever came upon 
Petrareh, the phyficians came to him front all chtf 
cities ifi Italy, either fent by the Princes, or attend-* 
ing him from affeSioH. After many altercations • 
they igreed he could tiot live over midnight, un-i 
lefs he was pttveMed (leeping ; and that by taking 
fomething for that pui'poft, he might hold out lifi 
morning. No regard was paid to what the phyfi*^ 
cians. faid, for be had exprefsly commanded his 

' friends 
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friends and fenrants to do nothing they defired^ but 
rather the contrary : this faved his life^ and he 
flept in the mod tranquil manner. The next mom* 
ing when the phyficians re-appeared to behold the 
accomplifliment of their predidions, what was 
their atloniflunent when they found the man who 
ihould haye died at mid-night, not only alive but 
tven writing! They contented themfelves witk 
faying, Petrarch is not like other men I 

In 137 1, the Pope fen t the Cardinal de Cabaf- 
folc, as L^ate to Peroufe : when he took leave 
of the Pope, he faid to him, " Holy Father I allow^ 
me to recommend to you Petrarch, for the love I 
bear him, which is not to be exprefftd : in truth,^ 
he is a phoenix of a man." He went out repeat-- 
ing this with the warmth of a true friend»^ 

The Cardinal de Boulogne, after his departure^^ 
turned both him and Petrarch into ridicule, whom: 
he was difgufted with for the freedom with whick 
he declaimed againft the vices of the court. Thti 
prelate was intoxicated with great profperity, and 
no longer fupported the charafter he bore at the 
time he expreOed fo great a friendfhip for Petrarch,, 
who heard of this not by the Cardinal de Cabaf-* 
fole, but by accident. '^ I am not aftoniflied,^ fayl 
he, at this change. Would you know the reafoo: 
of it ? He is the enemy of truth, .and I am the 
enemy of lies : he dreads the liberty with which I 
am animated, and I deteft the pride with which 
he is fwelled. If our fortunes were equal, and 
we were together in a place of freedom ; I fay no| 
that I (hould be a phoenix, that eulogy would not 
become me ; but he would certainly appear ai| 
owl. Such people imagine their wealth,, ill acquired: 

audi 



296 THELIFEOF 

and worfc employed, permits them to fay every 
thing : but there are people who are made eloquent 
by poverty ; and others who are firuck dumb by 
riches." 

When the Cardinal de Cabaflble arrived at 
Peroufe, he wrote to Petrarch to congratulate him 
on the reftoration of his health, and the fortitude 
be had exprefied in ficknefs. 

Petrarch was uneafy for him, as he had 
been ill, that he (hould undergo the fatigues of a 
journey ; fo that his letter gave him double joy. 
In his anfwer he exprefles a great defire to fee him 
once more before he dies : " I have loved you, 
fays he, from my youth ; you are almoA the only 
friend left me on earth. I have been twenty-four 
years deprived of your fociety : now that you are 
in my neighbourhood, if my ill fate does not purfue 
roe through life, I (hall kifs that hand from whence 
I have received fuch affe£iionate letters, filled with 
falutary advice and holy confolations ; and agree- 
able to the indulgence you have long granted me, 
embrace my dear father with tender affeSion and 
ardent zeal : I would recal to him our happy vil- 
lage days, when we paflfed our hours in the woods, 
fo abforbed that we forgot our repads ; and whole 
nights in delightful difcourfe, furrounded by our 
books, till we were furprifed by the appearance of 
Aurora. You praife my courage in ficknefs : it is 
true, ray phyficians and my friends were afto- 
nilhed to fee me gay and tranquil in the midft of 
pain, without a (igh or a tear ; but this was 
the gift of Heaven, to Heaven therefore be the 
praife!" 

In 
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In the beginning of the fpring, Petrarch tried 
to fit his horfe^ that he might go to fee his dear 
friend the Cardinal ; but his ftrength failed^ he 
found he could not bear the Jeaft motioi>. He wrote 
again to hinijr to exprefs his regret. 

*' Yo-u are not, fays he, like mod of your* 
brethren, whofe heads are turned by a bit of red 
cloth, and who forget that they are men, and> 
mortal. On the contrary, thefe honours only 
make you the more humbte ; and I do not believe 
you would change your manner of thinking, was 
you to be adorned with the imperial diadenu" 

This- good Cardinal, fo worthy the defcription^ 
Petrarch gave of him, could not bear the air of 
Itialy ; he was fick all the time he was there, and 
died the 26th of Auguft 1372. His body was* 
tranfported to the Carthufians of Bonpas>. where: 
bis monument ftill remains. 

Petrarch, in a letter to one of his friends^ 
(peaks thus of his prefent condition :. 

*' I PASS the greateft part of the year in the 
country, which I have always preferred to cities ;. 
I read, I write, T think: thus- my Kfe and my 
pleafures are like thefe of youth. Having ftudtedt 
fo long, it iis'aftonifhing that I have learned fo lit- 
tle : 1 hate no one ; t envy no one. In that firft- 
feafon of life which is full of error and prefump- 
tioD, I defpifed every one but myfelf : in man- 
hood I defpifed none but myfelf : > in old age I def- 
pife all the world, and myfelf more than all. I 
reverence none but thofe I love ; and I defire rto* 
thing ard^tly but to die with pietv and honour.. 
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I dread a multitude of fervatits as I jfhoulda tro6p 
of thieves ) I would have nonei if my age and 
my we^knefs did not oblige me : I take pains to 
hide myfelfj but I cannot efcape vifits ; it is an 
honour that difpleafes add wearies me. In my lit- 
tle houfe on the hills of Euganee, I hope to pafs 
my fevr remaining days in tranquillity^ and to have 
always before my eyes my dead or my abfeoC 
friends." 

Ik 137a, irar was a$^in tight^ up between 
Venice add Padua* The country round Che latter 
being ravaged by theertetily^ Petrarch weilt with 
his booksi which he confidered as his mod precious 
treafufe^ to (belter hknfelf at P^Ua. A friend 
advifed him to put his taxne updfi his door, and to. 
ftar nothidg> for it would be a fafficieot prote&i^ 
«HI :t Pttriirch replied, ^ I woulct Hot trUft. tO 
that i Mars is riot a favourer of thfi Mufts : . I have 
not fo exalted an idea oC n^yfclf> ^ to (uppofe this^ 
could (belter me frona. the fury of war j I eveik 
doubt its advantage to me lil peace." He was ad- 
■vifed to quit Padua; but the bad ftate of his heaUhj^ 
the rigour of the feafon, and the danger of tra?^ 
mlHng prevented biip^ ; *i 

P«TRARC» wad fpBcited' actios tknf ibr hiH. 
Italian works : he fsat themi and . tjblsfie lines witb 
ihem : " I hive fent the tri^& yoA aft fori ttief 
llrere the amufement^ of ray yoiith ;. but they r^ 
^uire aU your indulged^e : mjr life im^e^Uft^ 
the faults of the (lyle^ the intoiuealiolis of Iovqi, 
ajbd the variations of my foul. . It i» afliMie^ foe 
in old man to (end yeiki iuch frivotoiif p^pchiftiomt 
hat with, what face could I refufe you ver(es whijcii 
ait in the hands <>i ev^r^ cme^ aft tttes r«h(^ 

about 
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aboat the (Ireets, and which the world prefers- 
to thofe folid compofitions I have made in riper 
age?- 

Francis dc Corrare, lord of Padua, perceiv- 
ing the ftrength of the Venetians, figned a peace 
on the terms they prefcribed> which were very 
humbling. One of the articles was, that he (hould 
come himfelf, or fend his fon, to a(k pardon for 
the infultshehad been guilty of,- and to fwear an 
inviolable fidelity. Francis fent his fon, and beg^ 
ged Petrarch to accompany him ; and though he 
wiihed to decline it> he would not, having Co ma« 
By obligations to this lord. Accompanied with a 
great train, they arrived at Venice in September 
1373, where Petrarch was received with the 
greateft honouir.. Whether the majefty of th6 fe« 
Bate awed him, or his memory was loft, Petrarcht 
could not pronounce thedifcourfe be had prepared;; 
but fo great was the defire to hear him,, that they 
difmifled the aflembly to the next day : he was- 
then more; fortunate;, he fpoke with gr^ce and 
energy,, and was highly applauded; The fon of 
Francis Cdirare alked pardon on one knee; the. 
Doge raifed him> faying, ** Go, and fin namorey, 
neither you nor your father. I " ' 

Francis faid one day to PetrarcB, " T aon 
aftonifhed, and I am not afionifhed at the good ' 
and evil that happens in the world ; explain t6 me: 
tbis enigma." Petrarch replied, '^ It is not im* 
bofHbk to reconc^ the contradidion your, genius 
MS propoied. When you meditate op tbe cor- 
ruption of mM*6 heart, you are furprifed at the* 
good they do; but it is the rarity of. this virti^«- 
cAufes your aftoniibraent, and that ceafes ^^^ 
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you refled that it is God who is the author of aH 
good. With refpea to evil, it is wonderful to be^ 
hold the fon confpirc againft the father, the bro- 
ther againft the brother, the wife againft her huf- 
band, and the ungrateful man againft his bene- 
fador ; but this wonder ceafes, when we review 
the hiftory of the world, and obferve what pafles 
every day in it. If I have explained your enigma* 
I (hall be glad ; if I have not, I (hall learn it moft 
willingly from you,** This lord loved Petrarch in 
the tendereft manner ; his greateft pleafure was to 
converfe with him, and he went often to fee him io 
his little houfe at Arqua : he faid to him one day 
** You have written fomething for all your friendi 
but me." 

Petrarch had thought fome time of compo» 
Cng fomething for this Lord; but he was doubt- 
ful on what fubjed to (iiL At laft he compofed a 
treatife on government, in which he might indi* 
reftly praife his virtues, and warn him. of fome 
faults, he had remarked in his condu& : the fen* 
timents of this work would hoc be at all new to 
•this age ; though they were .very great for that 
in which he lived. And he gives a high idea of 
the talents and virtues of Francis Corrare, in 
which he agrees with the bcft author^ of that 
ume. 

After Petrarch^is return from Venice, he had 
«ot an hour's eafe, his fever undermined him very 
ienfibly ; and he langui(hed through a tedious dif- 
order, expiring by inches. Neverthelefs he made 
HO change in his manner of living : he pafled the 
greateft part of the. day ux reading and writing. 
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He happened at this time to meet with the Deca- 
meron of Boccace^ which he had never feen be- 
fore^ though they had been united twenty-four 
years. He had not time to read it attentively, but 
he (peaks of it in the following manner^ in a letter 
to Boccace. 

'* I HAVE only run over your Decameron, and 
therefore am not capable of forming a true judg- 
ment of its merit ; but upon the whole, it haa 
given me a great deal of pleafure : the free- 
doms in it are excufable from having been writ- 
ten in youth, from the fubjeds it treats of, and 
the perfons for whom it was defigned. Among a 
great number of gay and witty jokes, there are 
however many grave and pious fentiments. I did 
as moft people do, I paid mod attention to the 
beginning and the end. Your defcription of the 
people is very true and pathetic, and the touching 
ftory of Grifildis has been ever fince laid up in my 
memory, that I may relate it in my converfations 
with my friends. A friend of mine at Padua, a 
man of wit and knowledge, \indertook to read, it 
aloud V but he was fcarcely got through half of it, 
when his tears prevented his going on ; he at* 
tempted it a fecond time, but his iighs and fobs 
obliged him to defift: another of my friends de« 
termined on the fame adventure, and after having 
read from beginning to the end, without the leaft 
.alteration of voice or gefture; he faid, returning 
the bo<^, it muft be owned this is a touching hif- 
tory, and I (hould have cried could I have be- 
fieved it true, but there never was nor ever wilk 
be a woman tike Qrifildis." 
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This was Petrarch's laft letter^ he dores it 
by faying, ** adieu, my friends^ adieu^ my let- 
ters !" 

Soon after this he was found dead in his li- 
brary, with one arm leaning on a book. As he 
had been often feen to pafs whole days in this atti- 
tude, thofe who beheld him were not at firfl: 
alarmed ; but on a nearer view finding in him no 
figns of life, they gave themfelves up to the moft 
bitter grief. It was fuppofed he was taken o£F at 
laft by an apoplexy, but as no one was with him,, 
this could not be known. His deatli catifed a ge- 
neral grief and confiemation ; they came from all 
parts in crowds to pay their laft duty to a man 
who had been the greateft ornament of their coun- 
try, and had raifed its faorie on all occafions.. 
Francis de Corrare^ with thtf biihop and clergy^ 
and all the nobility of Padua canie to Arqua, to ^ 
aflift at his obfequies. The body of Petrarch- 
drefled in a flame-coloured caflbck, which was the 
habit of the canons of Padua^ was carried by 
fixteen doSors pn a bief, covered with a cloth of 
gold, lined with ermtn, to the parifli church of 
Arqua, which was hung in a manner futtable to 
thi« folemn ceremdity- After the funeral oratioi^, 
•which was pronounced by Bonaventure de Peraga^. 
of the order of the hermits of St. Auguftin ; the 
body was interred in a chapel of the virgin, whidi 
P^arch had built iA this (hurcbi* Some tinie af- 
ter, Francis de BrolTaflO> having raifed a marble- 
tomb on four columns, 6{^ofit^ the famechurch>. 
had his body ren^oved thither, and ^ngi^ved three 
Latin verfes to his memory : the rhinus is their/ 
only merit,. 

Brigid^t 
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Ffigida Francifci tegit hie It pit ofla Petrtrcs 

Sufcipe, Virgo parens, animam ; fate Virgine parce 1 
Feflaqae jam terris coeli requiefcat in arce. 

Im 1667, Pftul Valde^ucchi, proprietor of Pe- 
trarch's houfe at Arqua, had his buft in bron^ie 
placed on this maufoleum. 

Im 1630^ foitie perrons broke into this tomb, 
and took away fome of Petrarch's bones to fell 
tbem : the fenate of Venice, enraged at this facri* 
lege, pUniihed thofe who were guiltj of it with 
extreme feverity \ and in the decree againft them 
cxprefled the higheft refped for the aflies of this 
great man. 

Through all Italy there was a general weep^ 
ing and lamentation i they all cried out. ** The 
lathee of letters Is ht more, the light of our age 
is extingiiiflied!'* Funeral fongs were compofed in 
every city to hb memory, and Aretin gives him a 
diflinguidied place in the great work he compofed ; 
and Frincts.&)CGheti^ one of the bed Italian poets, 
of that age, compMoftd a Canzone, at the begins 
sing of which he reprefents heaven fejoicing, earth 
halting, purgatory Weeping, atid hell howling 
it his death. It was at Florence his native coun^ 
try they felt his death meft fenfibly, for it was 
there his zeal, his merit was mod known : ami 
where the mod intimate friends he had left re« 
fided ) Boccace, Collncio Salntati^ / akid Father. 
Mir£U. . 

As fo9h ks Petiwch's will was opened, FrancU. 
firafliuid,; his heir,^ fent to ail his friends the. 

foalli 
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fmall legacies he bequeathed them. When Boc* 
cace received bis, and the letter wrote with it^ he 
made the following reply : 

<« When I faw your name^ I felt immediately 
the contents of your letter : I had already heard 
from public report the happy tranflation of our 
mafter from this earthly Babylon to the heavenly 
Jerufalem. My firft intention was to have vifited 
the tomb of my father, and ta bid hin» my laft 
adieu, and to mix my tears with yours«: but it if 
DOW ten months I have been attacloed with a. lan<- 
gui(hing diforder, which has weakened and altered 
me fo much, you would not know me. I am no 
longer fat nor frefh-coloured, as when you faw me 
at Venice : niy fides are (hrunk, my eyes become 
dim, my hands tremble, and my knees knock 
againft one another. After having read your let« 
ter, I wept alt night for my dear mafter: ; not inr- 
deed.for him ; his prayers, his fafts, his Kfe, per^ 
mit me not to doubt his happinefs : but I weep for 
myfelf, and for bis friends* wfaonthe has left in 
this world as a veffel without pilot in a ftormy 
fea. I judge by my grief of yours, and that of 
TuUia my dear (ifter and your amiable wife, 
whom I beg you wiUreafon wkh as well as oonfole 
for her great lofs, which (he ought long ago to have 
expeded : women are weaker than men on thefe 
occafions, and therefore require their utmoftaflift* 
ance and confolation." 

" I EUVY. Arqua the happinefi it enjoys in re- 
ceiving into its bofom the afiies of a man whoie 
heart was the refidence of the Mufes, the fan£hi- 
>ry of philofophy, of eloquence, and the fine arts. 
This village,i. hardly known even at Padua, wfll 

become 
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become famous throogh tbe world: it will be 
refjpeded as we refped Mount Ponfflipe becauie it 
contains tbe cinders of Virgil, Temas and tbe 
banks of the Enxine for the tomb ofOvid, and 
Smyrna becaofe Homer died and was buried there. 
The failor wNo returns from the ocean, and who 
charged with riches fails along the Adriatic fea, 
jfliall fall proftrate when he difcovers the hills of 
Euganee ! * They inclofe, will he cry out, that 
great Poet who was the glory of the world i' Ah I 
unhappy country ! thou didft not merit fuch an 
honour ! Thou haft negleded to cheriA the moft 
illufirious of thy children I Thou wouldft have ca.*« 
reiTed him if he had been capable of treafon, ava-* 
rice, envy, and ingratitude: fo truly is that old 
proverb verified, ' No one is a prophet in hit 
own country." 

** You propofc, you fay, to ered him a mau-^ 
foleum : I approve your defign ; but permit me to 
bint to you one refledion ; it is, that the tombs 
of great men ought never to be raifed at all, or 
anfwer in magnificence to the renown of their he* 
roes! This was what fortune did for Pompey: 
flie thought it not proper to enclofe his aihes in an 
urn, or to cover his body with the fineft marble ; 
but flie gave him for a fepulchre all that region 
which is watered by the fea from Pelufium to Ca« 
nope, and the heaven for his monument, that 
the pafling traveller might tread lightly, and dread 
to trample under foot the body of that great man^ 
who had marched over the heads of thofe kings he 
had fubdued by his arms. If he had died with 
glory in Rome, I doubt whether the maufolcum of 
Act^mifia had been eqyial to his defert.'' 

<« Mt 
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'^ Mt mafter has given mt at his death a new 
proof of his friendfliip and generofity, of which I 
have received fo niany proofs dupng his life : I ac* 
cept it with gratitude ; I wilb I was not in a fittb^ 
ation to receive it. I beg of you to inform me 
what is become of the precious library of this 
tllttftrious man. They fay there are perfons com* 
miflioned to examine his works, and decide their 
fete : I dread left this office (hould be given to 
lawyers, who think they know all things when 
they have confiifed their heads with the chicaneries 
of law. God preferve the works of my mafter 
from falling into fuch hands as thefe I Science has 
no enemies fo powerful as ignorant perfons : they 
are always envious, hide the beft parts of an au-* 
thcr, condemn what they do not underftand, and 
corrupt the whole of his works. Be upon youf 
guard ; for if things were to go thus, how irrepa- 
rable would the bfs be to letters in Italy I I heard 
he had written me a long letter, with a tranflati-^ 
on he made of the laft novel of my Decameron, 
as a compliance with my advice, that he would 
fevc himfelf as much as poflible from the fatigue of 
writing : I have not received thefe kind marks of 
his attention. I am concerned for the trouble I 
give you ; and beg of you, my dear brother, to 
confider me as a friend, and entirely yours." 

** My weakncfs is fo great, that I have been 
ihree whole days in writing this letter.** 

BoccACE did not long furvive his mafter, he 
died the twenty-firft of December 1373. CoUu- 
cio Salutati wrote to acquaint Francis Braflano 
with this mournful event, and after giving the 
^eateft praife to Boccace, -begs Petrarch's poem 

called 
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called Africa. ** I will, fays he, defray all the 
charges of copying it. I know I do not deferve 
this honour, but I will venture to fay your putting 
it into my hands (hall not tamifh the glory of 
Petrarch." Francis fent it him, defiring him to 
coTTcGt and not to publifh it : Salutati's defign was 
to have made feveral well correded copies of it to 
feiri to Bottlogna, Paris, and England ; and to 
place out tn a celebrated houfe in Florence for the 
ttfe of the public. He was prevented by this pro- 
btbitioti, and by finding a cbafm in the poem, 
either placed apart accidentally by Petrarch, or 
omitted by the copiers. It feems extraordinary 
that Petrarch ihould never have fhewn Boccace a 
poem he had fpetit fo much time in compofing, and 
that he (hould have bedn fo long, ignorant of the 
Decameron ; undoubtedly the beft work of Boc« 
cace, and an admirable fatire on the monks. The 
hitter was probably owing to the reverence of 
Boccace for Petrarch, who could not think of 
pfefenting him with a work, which being meant to 
cxpofe vice, might probably in fome parts ofitnd 
the delicacy and fubl'miity of his fentiments ; and 
Petrarch would not read his poem to Boccace be«* 
caufe he was not filtisficd with it himfelf. 
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manity ; and with the fined tafte for knowledget 
the moft perfed fympathy with nature, and the 
mod lively and pidurefque imagination, he often 
felt all the languor of difcontent. His heart was 
formed for tendernefs ! but alas ! it fixed where 
its afiFedions could not be facredly confirmed. This 
uncertain fpring of joy at laft entirely failed ; and 
his friends one after another followed the fame 
beaten track. 

From youth to manhood he was a prey to the 
keened fenfibility: from manhood to old age he 
was ftru^ling to recover a calm and virtuous ftate 
of foul; but, often pierced with. regret for the 
hours he had loft in the early part of his life, and 
with forrow for the death of thofe he tenderly 
loved, he was continually interrupted in this great 
and noble purfuit. What a ftriking leflon for 
youth ! What an awful leflon for all human be- 
ings I to engage them to feize with ardour thofe 
fair and unrufiled motnents that may fix the moft 
pure and facred principles in their hearts, and lay 
the foundation of that folid peace through life, 
which once loft we have feen is never perfeSly re- 
gained, not even under the influence and dire£lion 
of the brighteft underftanding and the moft fer- 
vent piety. 

Those Readers who have been interefted in 
the fortune of Petrarch, will pity his fate, admire 
his fublime and exalted genius, and revere his 
humble piety, which their candour, penetration 
and fenfibility will draw out to life from this faint 
and imperfefi reprefentation. 



THE END. 
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ACCJjijOlU Nicholas, Petrarch's fecond M«cc- 
"^ nasy ^4* faii^ valour and ^ccompliihmentSy 7;* 

governor to the Prince of Tarentum, ibid, pro- 

ttiotes his marriage wiCh Queen Joan, ihid. ef- 
. capes with him to Florence and Villeneuve, 76* 

fent to Nablesy ibid, made Grand Senechal, 77. 
« quarrels nirith John Barrili, 94. reconciled hy Pe» 

trarchy i^M prefles him to fettle at Naples, 129. 

tofes his fon, 131. his^rief, ibid, prefents Zanobi 
' to the Emperor, 162. lofes his great reputation, 

163. fent hf the Pope to Milan, 210. viiits Pe* 

. trardb there, ibid, dies, 262. 
Mc^uifi^ Mainard, his charader, 5. goes to vifit Pe- 
trarch at Parmay ibid, makes a farther tour, ibid. 

robbed and murdered, 11. his bodj found, and 

buried with honour, 14. 
dlbomosy .Cardinal Legate, arrives at Milan, 135. his 

^reat qualities, 1369 his magnificent reception, 

137. his kindnefs to Petrarch, ibid. 
Jnglic^ Cardfnal Legate, hrs amiible qualities, 293* 
Jinn, Emprefs, writes to Petrarch, 204. delivered of 

• fan, 22,0. 

Jniionj, 
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Aftthifiy^ St« his body removed, 2j. 
JwtroiSf tenets of his dirc?^les, 288. his ignorancei 
tUd. confuted by Lewis Marfili, 289. 

B 

Barbatus fettled at Suhnone, 28. defires Petrarch to 
fend him hisAfrica, 83. his kindnefs to Petrarch, 
io6. dies of the plague, 250. 

Baftia^ overthrown by an earthquake, 172. 

Benintendif Chancellor of Venice, an admirer of Pe- 
trarch, 248. 

Bircbier, Peter le, his kindnefs to Petrarch at Paris, 
216. tranflates Livy, 217. a/lifted probably by Pe- 
trarch, ibid, his Moral Redudory, 21S. dies, 220. 

Bezzomi, Paganino, Petrarch's attachment to, 16. 
dies of the plague, ibid, 

Birei, John, General of the Carthufians, his t^nCtity, 
120, 194. his advice to Petrarch, 196, dies, 197. 

Beccace, John, attached to Florence, 28. his charac- 
ter, 32. his union !with Petrarch, ibid, his love for 
King Robert's natural daughter, ibid, is fent to re- 
call Petrarch tp Florence, 49. reproaches Petrarch 
for filling him a poet, 164 viCns him at Milan, 
202, fends him a copy of Dante, 203. his account 
of a fiogular adventure, 230. his panic, 232. his 
Decameron, account of, 234, reforms his maoi^ers, 

. ^37* EP^^ ^^ Naples and Venice, 244. paiTes the 
fummer with Petrarch there, 248. returns to 
Forence, ibid, goes to Avignon, 255. Petrarch'a 
legacy to him 283, dies, 302. never faw Pe- 
trarch's Africa, 306. nor (hewed his Decameron, 
307. the reafons conjectured, ibid, 

Boiogna, Cardinal Guy of, his birth and talents, at. 
his favour to Petrarch, ibid* Clement VI/s charac^^ 
terof him, 22. Legate to the King of Hungary, 
ibJd, arrives at Padua, 23. removes the body of St, 
Anthony, ibid, converfes with Petrarch, 24. lofea. 
his mother, -92. goes to Paris, 108. ridicules Car- 
diaalde Cabaflbleand Petrarch, Z95. 

Boffafar$, 



ft 
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Bojfalare^ James his (ingular character, 187. hii po- 
pularity, ibid, flights Petrarch's advice, r88. ani- 
mates the Pavians, ibid, taken by Galeas Vifcomti^ 
ibid, delivered up to his brother monks, ibid, and 
by them imprifoned, ibid. 

BroffanOf Francis de, marries Petrarch's daughter, 
225. his heir, 283. 

Bully Golden, its origin, 172, 173. 



Cab/iJ^le, Philip de, made Patriarch of Jerufalem, 
255. his regard for Boccace, ibid, made a Cardinal 
279. fent Legate to Perufia, 29c. recommends 
Petrarch to Pope Gregory XI. ibid, dies, 297. 

Charles IV. Emperor, arrives in Italy, 151. his 
kindnefs to Petrarch, 152. negociates a peace with 
the Vifcomti'5, 156. his magnificent entrance into 
Milan, ibid, receives the iron crown there, 157, 
is crowned at Rome, 160. is affronted In hrs return, 
164, 165. his joy at the birth of a fon, 220. his 
prefent to Petrarch, ibid, invites him a third 
time, 229. leads the Pope's horfe, 278. performs 
the office of deacon, 279. makes a fhameiul peace 
with the Vifcomti's, ibid. 

CbriJIian, Luke, Canon of Modena, 5. goes to vifit 
Petrarch at Parma, ibid, makes a farther tour, 6. 
robbed and wounded, 1 1 . 

Ciani, Father, his advice to Boccace and Petrarch, 
231. its effedl on Boccace, 237. 

Clarence, Duke of, his marriage, 271, 272. 

Clement Vf. Pope, altered the jubilee, 34. his good- 
nefs and courtefy, 36. his illnefs, 84. dies, ii6. 
his chara6ter, 116, 117. 

Colonna, Cardinal, dies, i. 

■ ■ Old Etienne, his predi6lion, i . dies of age 

and grief, 4, 5. 

■ Young Stephen, vifits Petrarch at Pavia, 262. 
Copra, Henry, a goldfmiih, his enthufiafm for Pe- 
trarch, 198. vilited by him at Bergamo, 199. 

Cortare, James de, (Lord of Padua) gives Petrarch a 
Vol. II, P canonry* 
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canonry, 21. murdered by a relation, 37. Pe- 
trarch's concern at bis death, 38. 

— Francis de, makes peace with the Venetians, 
2:99. fends his Ton to aflc their pardon, ibid, attends 
Petrarch's obfequies, 302. 

Correge, Azon de, his misfortunes, 168, 193. dies bf 
the plague, 242. 

D 

Daupbine^ re-uniied to the crown of France, 63. 
DonMy Jdhn de, Petrarch's phyfician, 290: difcovers 

the caufe of his diford^r, ihrd, his geilius and 

learning, ibid, his writings, 291. 
DondolOf Andrew, Doge of Venice, his regard for 

Petrarch, 45. invites him to Venice, 129. dies, 

145. Petrarch's charaftcr of him, 146. 



Earthquake at Rome, &c. 17. Petrarch's concern 

and apprehenfions, ihid, 
I at Baftia, 172. 

Edward III. befieges Rheims, 211. approaches Paris, 

ibid' diftreffed by a ftorm, ibid, confents to a 

peace, ibid. 
Eft, Nicholas II. of, his care of Petrarch, 285, 
— Hugues de, his attention to Petrarch, 28 c. his 

love of tournaments, checked bj Petrarch, 286. his 

xicaih, 287. 



Tabier^ Marian, Doge of Genoa, beheaded, 166. the 

caufe of it, ibid. £ 

Florence, Bifhop of, vifits Petrarch' at Vauclufe, 94. fl 
Froijfard, John, the hlftorlan at Milan, 273. not 
known to Petrarch, ibid. 

G 

Cenoefe, iheir diftrefs, 138. fenda deputariou to Johrt 
Vifcomti, I J9. 

QHzagUaf 
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Gonzaguay Lewis de> Lord of Ma/itua, refigns the 

gaveronjieaX to his three Tons, 17. 
Guy de, his chara£ler^ 18. his reception 

of Petrarch, ibid, his friendship for him, 20. 
Gregory XL chofea Pope, 293. vi rites to Petrarch, 

ibid. 

H 

Hungary^ King of, felzes Naples^^ 22. puts to death 
Charles Duras, ibid, fends ambafTadors to the 
Pope, Z2, 2^. returns to Hungary, 23^ conquers 
Naples again, 77. confcnts to a truce, 78. 

I 

Innocent VL chofen Pope, 120. hi& charadler, ibid. 
thought Petrarch a magician, lao, 121. 

Joan, Queen, flies into Provence, 22. is relcafed 
from imprifonment, 76. marries the Prince of Ta- 
rentuni, ibid, fells Avignon to the Pope, 77. ar- 
rives at Nipples, ibid, takes refuge at Gkiyette, 
ibid, tried and acquitted, 78. 

John, King of France, arrives at Avignon, 63, 120. 
refidesat Villeneuve, 64. invites Petrarch to Paris, 
130. taken prifoner by the Engltfh, 174. prifoner 
at London, 211. returns to his kingdom, 214. his 
entry into Paris, 215. complimented by Petrarch, 
ibid, vifits Pope Urban VL at Avignon, 242. 

I/abelia, of France, married to John Galeas Vif- 
comti, 213. her entry into MiUQ> ibid, has a daugh? 
ter, 258. 

Jubilee, at Rome, 3$. 



Liplius retired to Rome, 28. marries, 126. quarrels 
with Socrates, 181. reconciled by Petrarch, ibid, 

Leonee Pilate, Boccace's defcripiion of, 245. Pe- 
trarch's addition to it, 248. his tragical death, 256. 
his tranflation of Homer., 258. 

Letters^ from Petrarch to old Stephen Colonna, i — 4. 
to Chriftian and Mainard, 6«*-io, to the republic 

of 
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of Florence, 12. to Socrate?, 15, 29, 41, izSt 
205. to Virgil, 19. to Guy de Gonzagaa, 20. to 
Philip de Virri, 24. to Boccace, 33, 38, 59, 203, 
232, 252, 257, 261, 301. to Li?v, 44. to the 
Doge of Genoa, 46. to the republic of Florence, 
52. to Cicero, 57. to the Biihop of Cavaillon, 62, 
84, 117, 205, 280, 294, 296. to the four firft 
Cardinals, 66, to Nicholas Acciajoli, 79, 227. to 
Barbatus, 83, 170. to pope Clement VI. 86. to 
Sinionides, or Rinucci, the Prior of the holy 
Apoftles, 93, 102, 202. to Renaud de Villefranche, 
95. to the Genoefe, 109. to the Cardinal of Bo- 
logna, 113, 121, 176. to Lslius, 130,179,200. 
to Guy Settimo, 141, 183, 208. to the Emperor, 
'39> *59» '^5> 220. to the Prof^or of Romania, 
144. to Modio, 167. to the Dauphin, 174. to 
Agapit Colonna, 177. to John Birel, 194. to Za- 
nobi, 210. to Peter le Berchier, 219. to the re- 
public cf Venice, 238. to pope Urban VI. 240. 
to Leonce Pilate, 246. to Francis Bruni, 251. to 
Hugues de St. Severin, 268. to Collucio Saiutati, 
277. to Hugues d'Eft, 286. 
Letters to Petrarch, from Andrew Dondolo, Doge of 
Genoa, 47. from the Senate of Florence, 49. from 
the Prior of the Holy Apoftles, 134, 163. from the 
Emperor, 142. from Simonider, 173, 201, 226. 
fromBoccace, 230^ 

M 

Malphigi, John, Petrarch's account of, 263. refufes 
to ftay with Petrarch, 265. Petrarch's remon- 
ftrances with him, ihid. his rage of travelling, 267. 
his great learning, 269. 

Marian^ Fabier, Doge of Genoa, beheaded, 166. 
the caufe of it, ihid, 

Milanefe^ diftrefles of, 222. 

Modio^ Secretary to Azon de Correge, 167. the friend 
of John Petrarch, ibid, declines living with Pe- 
trarch, 168. 

Montrieux, Carthufiansof, perfecuted, 128. 



Paftdolpb\ a gaUant cavalier, 171. his attachment to 

Petrarch, 
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Peirarcby ibiJ, driveo from MiUn by Bar n abas 
Vifconiii, ibii. 

a'via, befieged by ihe Vilcomti'i, |8*. takea> i8>S. 
ET&A&cH, FraDcis, his Addrefs to Death, 4. fendi 
his cook in fearch of Chriflian and Accuifc, 10, 
hears of their difaller, 11. his afflidion, iM, vifits 
Gonzagua, Lord of Mantua^ 17. hii reception there. 
18. vifits Virgil's birih place, 19. goes to Padua. 
21. is made Canon there, i^/V. viUts his Ton at 
Verona, 28. returns to Padua, 29. his diilrelTes ac 
LuYora, 30. goes to Parnna and Florence, 31. his 
en^otions there, ibid, his account of his journey to 
Rome, 33. gains' the jubilee, 36. returns to Pad ua, . 
ibid, (lops at Arezzo, his birth place, ^7. writes to 
Quintilian on finding his inftitutes, ibid, is /liewn 
the houfe ia which he was bom, ibid, ilops at Flo- 
reoce, ibid, his concern at the death of James de 
Corrare, 38. hears wonders of his brother, 39. re- 
views his manulcripts, 41. burns many, ibid, wiiicj 
on the death of Laura, 48. is recalled from banilli- 
ment, 49. the rcafon of it, 51. goes to Avignon 
and Vauclufe, 5$. hisrcafons for it, ib:d. lakes his 
fon from fchool, 56. criticifcs Cicero^ ibid, arrives 
at Vauclufe, 62. at Avignon, Hid. his rentim:ni3 
of Rienzi, 66. warns ihe Pope againft the phyfici- 
ans, 85. inveighed againll by them, 90. his ac- 
count of Rienzi's march, 99. and procel;, ico. 
and furprifing prefervalion, 102. of the rage for 
poetry at Avignon, 103. declines the place uf fj- 
cretary to the Pope, 106. his ftyle too elevated for 
the church of Rome, ibid, a fubjtdl given him, 
107- his employments at Vauclufe, io3. urije;i th* 
Genoefe to peace, 109. fets out fcr Italv, ii.;. 
Ilops at Cavaillon, ibiti. detained there by a llorm, 
115. returns to Vauclufe, ibid. fatirilVs l*opj Cle- 
ment VI. 1 18. no: pleafed with the election of in- 
nocent VI. lie. loles his faithful fiilieniian, 121. 
refufes an ellabliiliment in the Popc'b court, 113. 
arrives at Monirieux, 125. leaves Avii^nor, i^i, 
i.nd Vauclufe, 132, fettUs at ?>*ihn, uid. de- 
P 3 . Iciiptioa. 



INDEX. 

fcriptipn of his houfe there, 133. delightful to him^ 
ibid, his defcription of the caftle of CplombaDr 140. 
his houfe at Vaudufe fet on fire, 141. is prefented 
with a Greek Homer, 144. fent on an embaify to 
the Emperor, 145. addrefles the people of Milan,. 
147. interrupted by ^naftrologer, f^/V. is godfather 
to Barnabas Vifcomti's fon, 149. goes to meet the 
Emperor at Mantua, 152. his reception and dif- 
courfe with that Prince, ibid, recommends Lselius 
to him, 159. is difpleafed at his departure, 165. 
fends for his fon from Verona, 167. waits for the 
Emperor at Baftia, 172. finds him at Prague, ibid. 
returns to Milan, 173. his furprife and concern at the 
battle of Poitiers, 176. created by the Emperor, 
Count Palatine, 179. reconciles Lxlius and So- 
crates, 181. his charader of his fon, i85. writes a 
treatife on the remedies of good and bad fortune, 
189. his dedication of it, ibid, his reception at Ber- 
gamo, 199. his advice to Boccace, 202. his ac- 
count of a vifit from him, ibid, his prailes of Dante, 
203. is robbed by his fon, 206. removes to St. 
Simplicien, ibid, is reconciled to his fon, 209. goes 
to Paris, 213. his account of the dreadful condi- 
tion of France, ibid, compliments King John on 
his delivery, 215. admires the Dauphin, ibid, his 
diTcourfe with him and his father, 216. takes leave 
of them, 217. goes to Milan, 218. his picture of 
the French miJkia, 219. fixes at Padua, 221. his 
concern for the lofs of his fon, 224. marries his 
daughter, 225. removes to Venice, 2^j. gives his 
books to the republic, 238. rejoices at Pope Ur- 
ban's exaltation, 242. refufes the place of his fe- 
creiary, ibid, his account of the Italian juggler?, 
2^2. a falfe report of his death, 255. goes to 
Pavia, 261. enters his grand clima6teiic, ibid, his 
delight at the Pope's removal to Rome, 270. his 
remarks on the French, and on the preceding Pope?,. 
ibid, the diflindion ihewn him at the Duke of 
Clarence's marriage-feaft, 272. hears of the death 
of his little grandfon, 273. emharks on the Po, 
' 276. returns hoa;e, 277. makes hij will, 28 2. the 

contents 
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contents of H, itU. fets out for Rome, 184. Ms 
do^n in a fit at Ferrara, iM. his death again re- 
ported, 285. his graiitude to Nicholas and Hugues 
d'Eft, i^/V. returns to Padua in a boat> 287. goes 
to Arqua, builds a houfe there^ iM. his reaions 
for quitting Venice, 288. his pious zeal againft 
Averroesy i^fV. the caufe of his difeaie, 290. hit 
concern at the Pope's return to Avignon, 292. his 
prayer on the occafion of the Pope's death, iM. 
his fever returns, 294. his life faved by difregard- 
ing his phyficians, iiid. unable to (it his horfe, 297. 
foliciied for his Italian works, 298. goes to Venice 
with young Francis de Corrare, 299. harangues 
the Senate, sM, his fentiments on good and evil, 
z^/V. compofes a treatife on government, 300. 
meets with the Decameron of fioccace, 301. his. 
opinion of it, i^/V. found dead in his library,. 302* 
the conflernation it occafioned, /^/V. his obfequies 
and tomb, /i/V. his epitaph and buft, 303. his bones 
(lolen, iM. the grief for his death throughout 
Italy, /^/V. a concluding remark on. the confe- 
quences of bis attachment to Laura, and oa the 
leiTon ihat may be drawn from it, 308, 309, 

Petrarch, John, (the fon) taken from Parma fchool, 
56. made Canon of Verona, 95. his father's pic- 
ture of him, /^;V. Simonides's account of him, 20 u 
his father difpleafed with him, i^/V. robs his father, 
206. his difTolutenefs, I'^/V. his father reconciled 
to him, 209. dies of the Plague, 224. 

■ Frances, (the daughter) married, 225. 

dies in childbed, 284. 

Gerard, (the brother) his progrefs in the 



fpiriiual life, 1.7. wonders related of him, 39. his 
piety, 127. his brother's legacy to him, 28^. 

Petroni, Father, his miracles, 231. 

Piafrue m Milan, 15, 222. at Avignon, 223. at Par^ 
ijia, 224, at Padua, 237. at Florence, 24 1. 

Poitiers, battle of, 174, 

R 

Rienzi; Nicholas, arrives at Naples, 96. retires 
among the hermits, 97. raifes a (edition at the ju- 
bilee 
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bilee, ibid, goes to the Emperor iat Prague» ibid, 
imprifoned for heref/, 98. fent to Avignon, 99. 
iiiiprifoned there, loi. preferved by his poetry, 
102. Petrarch's account of it, ibid, releafed by 
Innocent Vi. 1 50. fet a(ide as fenaior, ibid, maf- 
facred by the people, 151. 

Rinuccif Francis, (or Simonides) attached to Flo- 
rence, 28. his character and employments, 31, 32. 

jR^, romance of the, fent by Petrarch to Guy de 
Gonzagua, 20. his account of it, zi. 



Seliimo, Guy, fettled at Avignon, 16, 28. diftrefles 
Petrarch by his ambition, 124. prevented from ac- 
companying Petrarch into Italy, 141, .appointed 
Archbimopof Genoa, 208. 

Simonides, (See Rinucci, Francis.) 

Socrates, his grief for Cardinal Coloniia, 15. prefTes 
Petrarch to return to France, ibid, Petrarch's un- 
eafinefs for him, 17. at Vauclufe, 141. is reconciled 
to Laelius, iSi. is pcrl'eculed, 205. inviied by Pe- 
trarch to Milan, ibid, dies of the plague, 228. 

Sonnets on Laura, 48, 88. 



Taillerandf Cardinal de, complained of by the King 
of Hun^^ary, 23. his charatler, 6^^, influences the 
cieftiori of Pope Innocent VI. 120. jokes on Pe- 
trarch as being a magician, 12 », 131. 

H'arentumy Prince of, married to Queen Joan, 'jS. 
acknowlei!g<;d King of Naples, 78. 

TurennCf Viicountefs, her afcendant at Avignon, 62. 
65. magnificeni marriage of her fitter, ibid. 

U 

Vhcldhii, gives an afyluin 10 banditti, 11. ravaged by 
the Florentine-, 14. 

P'enetiansy their incre.iting comnierce, 46. their war 
vviili thv.»Genoefe, iLid, 109. dellroy the Genoefe 
fljer, 13-3. haiTulFcd by the GenoelV, 14;. make 
peace with them, 166. their v/ar with Padua, 
2^8, muke peace, 299. 

FifiOmti, 
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Vifcomti^ John, Archbifliop and Governor of Milan, 
his intrepidity, 71, 72. his affe^ed humility, 73. 
an anonymous letter afcribed to him, ibid, urges 
Petrarch to fettle at Milan, 132. entertains the 
Pope's Legate, 137. his views on Genoa, 139. en- 
gages to protect the Genoefe, ibid, takes polTeflion 
of Genoa, 140. invites the Emperor to be crowned 
at Milan, 144. dies, 146. his character and epi- 
taph, 147. his eflates pofTefTed by his three ne- 
phews, ioid. 

Fi/comti, Matthew, his difTolute life, 148* found 
dead in his bed, 169. 

■ Barnabas, his cruelty, 148, 169, 171. his 

wife called the Queen, ibid, attacks Bologna, 229. 
Galeas, faves Petrarch from imminent dan- 



ger, 137. his amiable character, 149. idolizes Pe- 
trarch, and is elleemed by him, ibid, goes out to meet 
the Emperor, 156. removes to Pavia, 209. his fine 
palace there, 255. his courage and patience, 261. 
fends for Petrarch, 271. marries his daughter to 
the Duke of Clarence, 272. weeps for the lofi of 
Petrarch's grandfon. 273. 

Fitri, Philip de. Chaplain to the Pope, &c. his ac- 
compli/hments, 24. his partiality to France, ibid» 
tranflated Ovid's Metamorphofes, 217. 

Urban V. chofen Pope, 240. his learning and humi- 
lity, 241. eludes King John's demands, 242. his 
talents and virtues, 258. his reforms, 259. urged 
by Petrarch to remove to Rome, ibid, determines 
to do fo, 260. removes, 270. defires to fee Pe- 
trarch, 277. returns to Avignon, 291. dies there, 
292. 

W 

Ifarrter^ Duke of, the fcourge .of Italy, 22. en-» 
gaged in Queen Joan's fervice, 77. 

Z 

Zanobi de Strata, his talcntf, 31. prefented to the 
Emperor, 162. crowned by him, ibid, made Apo- 
ilolic Secretary, 200. dies of the plague. 223. 

FINIS. 



